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During this presentation today I will be discussing how within higher education academic skills and effective communication is one of the key elements within the programme of study. 
One of the first skills I would like to introduce is critical thinking. Critical thinking is the in depth thinking of any subject, content, or problem in which the thinker improves the quality of his or her thinking by skillfully analyzing and assessing It which entails effective communication and problem solving abilities.

When developing critical thinking skills In University and other aspects of higher education it is crutial that you examine and toughly read over your work, whether you have to deal with knowledge critically. 
Knowledge  can be enhanced when there are new  discoveries which encourages advanced  thinking.
Along side critical thinking I will also be discussing critical questions 
Critical questions is to think through or rethink anything, one must ask questions that encourage in depth thinking. Questions expand and express problems, and refine issues. Answers on the other hand often signal a full stop in thought. Only when an answer encourages further questions that it will continue. This is why you are  thinking and learning when you formulate and pursue questions when you have no questions you are not pursuing any answers furthermore, the quality of the questions you ask determines the quality of your thinking 
To Critical think it requires that you examine certain type of questions to  expand on knowledge and to continue to question.
In higher education note taking is essential when documenting information during lectures. Note-taking is the practice of recording information captured from another source. By taking notes, the writer records the essence of the information, freeing their mind from having to recall everything. When note taking there is a range of items you may need to note or underline. For example: 
· key elements such as the argument, major characters or crucial information
· Single phrases or sentences that compress key elements  or the authors purposes and assumptions
· A quote
· Details or facts that are accessible and beneficial for your work
· A useful statistic or a vivid image
· Questions and ideas that offer further possibilities 
The amount of underlining you do or t he quanity of notes you make depends on why you read, what you read and whether you have easy access to the material again. 

 Furthermore I will be  discussing plagiarism and referencing while studying in higher education it is important to have the understanding of this type of academic skill as  Plagiarism is stealing- and if you do not give your  references then this is an act of plagiarism as your are trying to pass work as your own. Plagiarism is a major academic offence which can get you a fail for a module or even loose your degree Plagiarism is considered academic dishonesty to avoid this it is important that u reference every piece of information you collect for your work as this will show where you have got your information on a topic from  

referencing, also known as Harvard referencing, You are supposed to be generating knowledge from your research. Referencing is an important part of writing at university because it adds to the shared knowledge of all involved in an academic area. Using others' ideas in your academic writing without appropriate acknowledgement is regarded as a form of intellectual dishonesty. When you read and record your sources as you go, and in the correct format for your disciplines refrencing system. The reference is placed in the text of the essay or article and of the following examples author- prominent, information prominent are acceptable in the harvard system.
The reason why you should reference is that Accurate and adequate referencing will help you to avoid accusations of plagiarism. However, there are other very important reasons to demonstrate good academic practice in all your coursework and academic undertakings, including exams.

To conclude this presentation  evaluates academic skills and critical thinking in order to support learning criteria while studying at university. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
