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INTRODUCTION
Entrepreneurship, and the innovation it brings into the world are the source of power of the economy, continuously rising from the energy and passion within the spirit of entrepreneurs, as well as their knowledge, passion, and tenacity, as Kuratko (2011) stated. But before conquering the business world, according to Williams (2021) one must consider several risk factors, such as financial issues, long hours at work, long-term loans, even the risk of failing. Therefore, not every businessman (woman) is also an entrepreneur, the latter being “strong-minded, positive risk-taker with a sense of destiny” (Williams, 2021), a person who takes advantage of the opportunity, and senses the right moment to launch the business before others do, investing the capital with the hope of profit. Not all entrepreneurs succeed in their goals, but there are several names that made it in the world, driven by ambition, focus and commitment. 
One of the most recognized entrepreneurs in the world is Oprah Winfrey. Leading a global media organization and being a philanthropist, Oprah Is known as a media mogul, and the first businesswoman to succeed in a society with men as leaders, and still incriminating in certain discriminatory ways toward gender and race. The report outlines the story of Oprah Winfrey in her ascendence towards being one of the most influential and cherished people in the world. Oprah’s traits as an entrepreneur have been a source of influence for countless aspiring people in taking confident steps in starting their own paths in business and life.

MAIN BODY
Born in Mississippi, Kosciusko, on the 29th of January 1954, Oprah had a hard time as a child and teenager, living first with her grandmother, and after the age of six with her unsupportive mother and other close relatives, who assaulted her sexually. As Winicott (2015) shows in her biography, as Oprah chose a path toward drugs and juveniles centres to cope with the trauma in her life, her mother sent her to live with her father, who prioritised his daughter’s education. Therefore, Oprah became an honours student at the Tennessee State University, with a degree in Speech communications and Performing Arts. 
Her first interaction with the media was at the local radio in Nashvile, where she hosted the news. She also was the first black female to host a radio show (Winicott, 2015). By the age of 22, she was hosting a local talk show called "People are Talking” in Baltimore. The talk show continued for two decades, making Oprah’s name to be remembered. In 1998, Oprah decided to start her own business, launching Harpo Studios along with Oprah Winfrey Network. She also got into publishing, launching The Oprah Magazine and the Oprah’s Book Club, with the goal of appointing the issues that women were affected by. Oprah had such a great influence toward people, that the mere mention of a book, or the presence of a person in her talk show would lead to recognition and ascent in popularity. She also established a career in the film industry, both as a producer and an actress, even winning an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress in 1986, as stated by Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (2024). In 2011, the media mogul made a last appearance in The Oprah Winfrey Show, after twenty-five decades of pleasing and inspiring the audience.
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Oprah Winfrey is recognized today as one of the wealthiest entrepreneurs. Forbes Magazine (2024) mentioned a wealth of three billion dollars, owning several proprieties in California and Hawaii. She built her own brand, as the leader of a global media empire and as a philanthropist. Mariotti and Glackin (2015) enumerate the achievements of Oprah as a media mogul in television shows, a magazine, a network, radio shows, website, all caring her name, Oprah or Oprah Winfrey. Her studio production is called Harpo films, but even the name of the studio is coming from her own name, spelled backwords.
In 2013, President Barak Obama rewarded Oprah with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, “the highest civilian award bestowed by the US Government” (Grier, 2013). As one of the most influential persons in the world, Oprah Winfrey inspired a great number of people with her life story and approaching style, also helped as a philanthropist in changing the lives of many women in America and Africa.
Although women represent more than half of the working force and social processes, as mentioned by Turaga (2023), they are still marginalized and given peripheral roles in society. The goal of Oprah Winfrey in her career was to support women in keeping high standard in their career, to give an example of herself, both regarding her early years of life and the path she followed to ascend and maintain her value as a career woman.  She understood the importance of human connection before others did and applied all resources and experience to enhance the role she took in interacting with the world. Her interviewing skills, her style in holding the attention of million of people in front of the screens, to conduct a conversation, all came from her understanding that all human beings have the need of being heard, seen and valued. As Browley (2024) exemplifies, Oprah talked to almost thirty thousand people in front of the cameras and noticed the desire of everyone to have validation.
There is a wealthy amount of information to analyse and learned from Oprah’s personal and business life. Her entrepreneurial traits are a valuable source of inspiration for those who wish to rise on the scale of success. Trusting her own instincts and inner voice in decision making and problem solving helped her dominate the talk-shows in her own style. She connected with the people around her by creating a trustful relationship and an open, welcoming atmosphere. Her uniqueness brought her value in front of competitors, preserving and outperforming the shows by focusing on the quality content instead of competition (Novellus, 2015). Building a brand of her own by acquiring “The Oprah Winfrey Show” and founding Harpo Production, she expanded her creativity and success, following her own plan in pursuing a path of her own choice toward her goal. In choosing to do something she loved, she also did her best in achieving work satisfaction. The passion she worked with, has drawn the attention of people all over the world, bringing her the reward of being appreciated in a man’s world. Her advice to those who wanted to follow in her steps was to never give up, and to consider failure as a challenge to do better. Oprah’s level of preparation for different opportunities that may have crossed her life made her a fierce competitor in the market. 
The communication skills Oprah possesses are the main trait in leading her success. The passion and empathy she uses in her speeches reflect her wish to validate people, to make them listen and be heard in the same time. Effective communication is the key to a great leadership, building relationships, trust and empowering the others to follow and work together.

CONCLUSION
Oprah Winfrey’s achievements and influence came from a life of discipline, knowledge, self-esteem, philanthropy, tenacity, strength and ambition. The force of influence that Oprah became, was not only reflected on the mass behind the screens of radio devices, but also on political movements towards “sensitivity and correctness” (Okun, 2016). The show she performed was the voice people were willing to listen to without questioning. Even today, after so much time since she ended her appearance on television, people still remember and follow her example, both as entrepreneur and a simple woman. 
In my opinion, Oprah was a force that smashed through concepts, empowering through her kindness and inspiring through education and life lessons. The entrepreneurial traits I discovered in Oprah that inspired me in my path, and most sure most of the women in the world, were authenticity person, , resilience, collaboration and team working, communication, leading with purpose, positive thinking. By taking risks and positive thinking, following my instincts and believing and investing in my own, as well in the people who rely on my decisions, doing what makes me passionate and not investing my energy in useful things, all of these traits made me confident in myself and my future oath toward success, giving me reason to start planning and preparing myself to embrace eventual opportunities and analyse ways I can be authentic and one step in front of the competition. 
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