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Within this assignment I am going to explore the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in a low to middle income country. The country I am going to explore will be Afghanistan. Along with education I will be also looking at poverty within the country and how gender inequality effects education. It is an important topic to explore because all children and young people have a variety of rights and that should not matter because of where they live in the world. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was established in 1989 and is made up of 54 articles that states different rights for the child, with one of the articles being article 28 which states that ‘children have the right to an education’ (UNICEF.org). 
Afghanistan is a landlocked country within Asia, which is also known as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. Through the centuries Afghanistan has changed leaderships and had become a divided country, this was until it was reunited in the 19th Century after various wars had taken place. In 1973 the monarchy of Afghan was overthrown, and it became the Republic of Afghanistan. Afghan has a dominated history of extensive warfare including civil wars, invasions, and revolutions to name a few. Currently the country is controlled by the Taliban Regime which is an “Islamist Political movement which came back into power in 2021, this was after a 20-year war with the USA and its Allies” (Wikipedia.org). Much of the population of the country follow the religion of Islam. “Islam is a religion of equality, unity and peace” (Afghanistanculture.com). 
Afghanistan Facts
Decades of war have made Afghanistan the world’s most dangerous country and the largest producer of refugees and asylum seekers in the world. Over 20 million people out of the 39 million population are living in poverty.
· 72% of the population live in extreme poverty.
· 64% of the population are illiterate.
· 58% of the population still live without access to clean water sources.
· 41% of the children under 5 suffer from stunting.
· 30% of the 5 – 14-year-olds are child labourers.
· 2nd highest maternal mortality rate in the world.
· 3rd highest infant mortality rate in the world.
(Aryanna Aid 2020)

With Afghanistan being a dangerous country due to conflict over the years it is not a nice place for a child or for many humans to live. UNICEF have stated “over the last year, the situation has become even more desperate as crippling poverty, and hunger, violence, drought and COVID-19 have collided to create a humanitarian emergency”. Afghanistan was in a state of poverty before all this due to its recent conflicts which seen the collapse of its government and the rise in control of the country to the Taliban, when this happened the country saw a decrease in funding and international donors which then lead to the spiral of the economy and health clinics closing. This has seen the country rise to the top of the International Rescue Committees’ Emergency Watchlist they have ranked Afghanistan “as the country most at risk of worsening humanitarian crisis in 2022”. With this crisis on the rise, we see the rise in the people of Afghanistan trying to flee their country and to enter a new country as asylum seekers and refugees, some of these people are educated but because they have not worked outside of their country, they find it hard to emigrate to countries like the UK as they do not have the support behind them. They are just wanting to start a new safe life for themselves and their families and try to get the essential supplies that they need to live and help their young ones develop appropriately. As you will see throughout this assignment there are a variety of organisations that are wanting to help this country and to help make it a better place for them to live and for their future, Aryana Aid is one of those organisations and they are working with Afghan communities to deliver aid and long-term sustainability through a variety of training schemes and projects which help with water and electricity. They are a UK funded organisation that thrives on donations so they can provide shelter and medical supplies to name a few. They want to battle the factors that are harming the country today. 

With all poverty, health and economy collapse happening within the country it is not able to meet the needs of the children let alone the needs of themselves, due to funding being frozen millions of people are being deprived of basic care, this leads to the risk of malnutrition, disease outbreak and preventable deaths. With all this happening it brings me to the UN Sustainable Development Goals, it is evident that organisations that are helping the people of Afghanistan are not getting to the levels that they find appropriate to see the country move forward. They need to get the leaders of the country on board so they can fulfil these goals and meet the needs of their people. For example, two of the basic concepts of the SGD are 2 and 3 these are the basic needs of the child due to Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs those children should be provided with. Along with, water, shelter, and safety which forms the foundations for any child's development. If these basic needs are not met, then future development cannot be made. Here in the UK the government sets itself on providing these goals for all children, so they are following the Childrens Act 1989 and also the articles of the UNCRC. When all countries including the UK and Afghanistan get on board with the Sustainable Development Goals, we will start to see the end of poverty, in all forms, the end of the hunger, food security will be achieved, and nutrition will be improved. There are many organisations out there including UNICEF that have campaigns in place or due to start that will see the rise in the end of hunger, by providing food, helping communities grow their own food even in the harshest of areas, which Afghanistan is as it is a very dry country despite its numerous rivers and reservoirs. This then brings us onto number 13 of the SDG which is climate action. Over the years parts of Afghanistan has seen a rise in droughts which have become more frequent in parts of the country which have the important farmlands that bring money to the country, so food and crops are not thriving as in previous years. Not only does climate bring a big effect on this but also war over the years as it has brought a detrimental effect on some of the world's most vulnerable people. The country is finding it hard to cope, The New York times states that: 
“And while it would be facile to attribute the conflict in Afghanistan to climate 	change, the effects of warming act as what military analysts call threat multipliers, 	amplifying conflicts over water, putting people out of work in a nation whose 	people largely live off agriculture, while the conflict itself consumes attention and 	resources.
“The war has exacerbated climate change impacts. For 10 years, over 50 percent 	of the 	national budget goes to the war,” Noor Ahmad Akhundzadah, a professor 	of hydrology at Kabul University, said by phone on Thursday. “Now there is no 	government, and the future is unclear. Our current situation today is completely 	hopeless.” (Sept 2021)

So, looking at climate change brings me onto education within this country, here in the UK we thrive on education and children from the age of 3 are starting school so they are setting their paths to development. Within Wales the Government has brought out a framework of Personal & Social Education in 2018 this helps guide teachers on how to teach PSE (Personal & Social Education), this goes in hand with the new pedagogy curriculum for Wales where sustainable development is brought in across a variety of subjects and not just science, technology, and geography where it would have been taught previously. So, children are learning about the environment that they live and also other countries around the world. So, they are privileged with education unfortunately children in Afghan are not so lucky. As stated in Article 28 of the UNCRC children have the right to an education but in Afghanistan over the years due to conflict education has been impacted and for many children within the country, finishing primary school is a dream and more so a dream for girls. UNICEF say that an estimated 3.7 million children are out-of-school in Afghanistan – 60% of them are girls. So why is this? In low-income countries including Afghanistan the number of girls attending school and getting an education is due to the traditional norms and the roles of females within society. Some families keep girls at home to help with household chores and looking after younger siblings so the parents can do work to bring in money for the low poverty household. So, poverty goes in hand with this. People who live in rural areas also find it hard sending their children to school for many reasons, some of those reasons are the distance that the child must travel, no transport so the child must travel many distances over some rough terrain so this leads to the decrease the child's safety. As it is not safe for males and females, many females do not make that journey for those specific reasons. The rise of gender-based violence and exploitation is now higher due to the needs of men going unmet, they are not in work, so they are not earning, and they are finding other ways of meeting their needs. The UNCRC Article 19 states children should have equal importance as the right to be safe from violence, unfortunately this is not followed at present within this country. Schools have also seen a decrease in female educators due to the previous reason and also for the fact that they are now needed within the home to look after family members and help with the day to day running of the home. This also impacts the education of girls because families do not want to see their daughters taught by other men. We also see that females start with their education but due to conflict they leave but do not return to finish their learning. There are also other reasons why females do not get their education, which brings me on to the story of Malala, she was a young girl that was gunned down by a Taliban soldier, all because she spoke out about girls and getting their education, where this scared many young females and their families, Malala after recovering from her injuries went on to speak to crowds about her ordeal and what she wanted for the girls in low income countries like her own. Malala established “Malala Fund, a charity dedicated to giving every girl an opportunity to achieve a future she chooses. In recognition of her work, she received the Nobel Peace Prize in December 2014 and became the youngest-ever Nobel laureate” (malala.org). With the work carried out by Malala it goes in hand with Article 29 of the UNCRC where a child or young person’s education should help their mind, body and talents be the best they can. 
With poverty and the change in climate on the rise families throughout the country have had to find other ways in getting money which again has an effect on children getting an education, this can be the use of child labor and also child marriages where families are selling their daughters off to make money to live. With the decrease of education UNICEF are in close collaboration with the Ministry of Education and other partners and they are wanting to focus on the most vulnerable people within disadvantaged areas, including rural areas where the decrease has been noted, they are wanting to combat the lack of education. This lack of education has been caused by discrimination, conflict, and poverty. They are wanting to concentrate, particularly on girls. Again, quoting Article 28 of the UNCRC “children have a right to education” With this they are bringing in a Community Based Education (CBE) programme, this is to be set up to get education to all children even the children in the hard-to-reach areas. UNICEF have a vision of enrolling 50% of the out-of-school children in the coming years. “1.7 million children by mobilizing support to the CBE investment case” (UNICEF 2016).
With looking at this country and the way it has been terrorized by conflict over the years we can see why there is a decrease within the education of children and why there is damage to the country not only by climate but also by war. There are many Policies and Acts that we follow to protect children and young people but if the leaders of that country do not follow them it is hard to bring on any change and development. This is down to pride, religion, poverty, and the collapse of the Afghan Government. There is no one in power to take part in global talks like the COP26 summit which was held recently in Scotland. As we are aware there are many organisations within the world today that make it their mission to help children and young people in Afghanistan, some that I have mentioned within this assignment. But while the country is still in conflict there in my opinion will not be a sudden increase within the education of children boys and girls alike, being in the 21st century does not mean that all countries are in line with education and other ways of living. With the organisations trying to educate more female teachers to introduce them to educating others we will have to wait on that increase. When looking into the country of Afghanistan I have seen that it is not the only low-income country that suffers with offering a good education to their children. Many countries have different laws and also follow different religions. We can also look at Africa who have their African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the child, where it states to ensure that children are protected from all forms of torture and inhuman or degrading treatments by parents and others caring for the child. We find the in some cultures and countries this can bring a stop to the mutilation of young girl's bodies and the stoppage of child marriages and that is only to name a few issues that the world faces. This charter is monitored by the African committee of experts on the rights and welfare of the child. It also states like the UNCRC that young people are entitled to an education that the child is free to learn. It has been over 30 years since the convention of the rights of the child has been adopted but states are working towards the sustainable development goals – these are related to health, peace and education which is a key one. They are strongly working towards the end of corporal punishment within the classroom. Some parts of Africa have already banished this punishment but there are still parts of the county today that have not. This looks at other ways that children are withheld from education, but it marries up as both countries have their differences with education and who should and should not receive a good education. We are lucky for the country that we live in, and we can only teach our children the ways of the world and how we can make a more sustainable future for them and how that can be brought about in other countries.
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