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Tareck Ghoneim			HPCA7002			A Research Project 


‘Research Project in Contemporary Cosmology’


Introduction 										

Recent surveys and opinion suggest interest in astrology is rising, as a 2001 Gallup poll claimed that belief in occult practises have increased, as well as citing Nicholas Campion ‘it is assumed belief in astrology is not just widespread, but is growing’.[footnoteRef:1] According to Rebecca Nicholson, she claims there is a growing interest in astrology with millennials, however, there is limited data to prove this claim, or how, if at all, this phenomenon has transpired.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Frank Newport and Maura Strausberg, Gallup Poll, 2001. Americans Belief In Psychic And Paranormal Phenomena is Up Over the Last Decade,< https://news.gallup.com/poll/4483/Americans-Belief-Psychic-Paranormal-Phenomena-Over-Last-Decade.aspx> {June 8th 2001}; Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West (London and New York: Routledge, 2012), p.127 ]  [2:  Rebecca Nicholson, ‘Star Gazing: Why Millennials Are Turning To Astrology’, The Observer, London (11th March 2018] 


The aim of this research is to investigate interest in astrology amongst a group of people who fit into the millennial age range, who are part of an astrological group and to investigate their use of the internet in pursuing astrological interests. The objective of this project is to examine a group of millennials who are subscribers to an astrological group and investigate, through the use of online questionnaires and interviews, why they like astrology.

This paper will attempt to examine why millennials, as defined by the Pew Research Centre, are interested in astrology; to what extent they value astrology; and to what degree their interest is connected to the use of the internet, as to quote James Davidson, is interest in astrology to a millennial simply ‘because it is beautiful’, or are there deeper, personal motivations, possibly connected understanding or fate, or perhaps, this trend is inevitable due to technology.[footnoteRef:3] This paper will attempt to analyse these theories.  [3:  Jim Davidson, Review of Michael Wood ‘On the Road to Delphi’ (end of 5th paragraph) https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v26/n23/james-davidson/i-told-you-so] 


According to the Pew Research Centre the millennial age range are those born between 1981-1997. Anyone born before or after theses birth dates are considered non-millennials and therefore belong to a different generation.[footnoteRef:4] Another feature associated with millennials is a ‘distinctive relationship with technology’ and millennials could be considered ‘digital natives’ compared to older generations, therefore, considering technology and the use of the internet, becomes a necessary factor for investigation regarding millennial interest in astrology.[footnoteRef:5] For the purposes of this research the millennial sample type will fit into this age category and will be part of an online community. [4:  Pew Research Center, The Whys and How’s of Generations Research. September, 2005. https://www.people-press.org/ 2015/09/03/the-whys-and-hows-of-generations-research]  [5:  Andrea Hershatter and Molly Epstein, ‘Millennials and the World of Work: An Organisation and Management Perspective’ Journal of Business and Psychology, Vol. 25 No. 2 (June 2010), Special Issue: Millennials and the World of Work: What You Didn’t Know You Didn’t Know (June 2010). pp.221-223] 


Literature Review 								

Previous research works related to astrology’s constituency, include Robert Wuthnow  ‘Astrology And Marginality ’(1976) and Shoshanah Feher ‘Who Looks To The Stars? Astrology And Its Constituency’ (1992). Wuthnow’s conclusions did posit that there was a correlation between youth culture and astrology, however, his main findings claimed ‘marginality’ was the main reason for interest in astrology, irrelevant of age, deducing from the sample group, those who are uneducated, unemployed and with ill health, are more likely to be interested in astrology. He also considers ethnicity, gender and marital status as factors.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Robert Wuthnow, ‘Astrology And Marginality’, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 15, No.2 (Jun.,1976), pp.157, 163, 167] 


However, Shoshanah Feher contested Robert Wuthnow’s claim that people interested in astrology were more likely to be marginal. Feher suggested the inconsistency may be due to ‘different sample types’ as her survey focus group had an interest in astrology compared to Wuthnow’s that didn’t.[footnoteRef:7] Her conclusion thus was that ‘different adherents, in other words, are differentially susceptible to participation.’[footnoteRef:8] Therefore, analysing millennials specifically in accordance with Pew Research, may limit this discrepancy between Wuthnow and Feher, even despite limitations explained in the methodology section. As, purely focusing on millennial participants, may provide clearer data regarding interest in astrology.  [7:  Soshanah Feher, Who Looks To The Stars? Astrology And Its Constituency. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion. Vol 31 (1992). p.92 ]  [8:  Soshanah Feher, Who Looks To The Stars? p.93] 


Campion has also provided research data on astrology’s constituency, however, due to the subjectivity and difficulty defining belief, certain data can be deemed as unreliable  due the problems associated with initially measuring belief, and therefore, also difficulty in measuring interest in astrology. Consequently, the growing trend in astrology may ‘not suggest a pronounced trend’ as initially thought, or be as reliable as assumed.[footnoteRef:9] Thus, considering this perspective and understanding the difficulty defining belief, the attempt to research interest in astrology leads to sociological and psychological considerations, as well as research being defined within a framework of a modern scientific rationale.[footnoteRef:10] For example. the decline of religion may be a factor for the rise of millennial interest in astrology, and therefore, may require further investigation into religion and may be necessary, for this the conclusions of this research paper to be credible. [9:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West (London and New York: Routledge, 2012), pp.142, 153 -157, 164 ]  [10:  Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West. Chapter 8, pp.89, 90 - 91, 98 -99, 102 -103] 


Adopting such considerations, and accepting difficulty measuring interest in astrology or belief, this issue has contributed to the study of pseudoscience, that some researchers would categorise astrology being labelled as. Eve Raymond and Dana Dunn, support the claim that interest in occult practises in America have increased, however, they claim perhaps this trend is due to the education system, that it is not providing sufficient means for critical thinking to question such beliefs, and therefore, due to teachers inability to separate their own beliefs imparted on their students, they may be ‘miseducating’ their students, and consequently, this finding be a reason for the rise in interest in occult practises.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Raymond A., Eve, and Dunn, Dana. “Psychic Powers, Astrology & Creationism in the Classroom? Evidence of Pseudoscientific Beliefs among High School Biology & Life Science Teachers.” The American Biology Teacher, vol. 52, no. 1, 1990, pp. 11 -12, 21] 


However, some would argue astrology is scientific, modern astrology and some practitioners of psychological astrology claim this, due to the repetition of patterns and statistical data confirming their scientific rationale.[footnoteRef:12] Nick Allum’s paper, ‘What Makes Some People Think Astrology is Scientific’ (2011) supports Raymond, Dunn and Campion, as well as illustrating the difficulty measuring different degrees of belief, being a qualitative factor to discern interest, however, he also supports those who with scientific literacy, and therefore accordingly, astrologers with statistical proof.[footnoteRef:13] Considering modern perspectives on the nature of belief and the changing cultural landscape, an indication of interest in astrology might, to quote Campion, be ‘a rational choice, rather than superstition’ promoting ‘a process of ‘privatisation,’ and therefore a logical interest in astrology, possibly apt for contemporary times.[footnoteRef:14]  [12:  Campion, Astrology and Popular Religion in the Modern West. pp. 87 -88]  [13:  Nick Allum, ‘What Makes Some People Think Astrology Is Scientific?’ (Sage Publication, University of Exeter, UK, 2011). pp. 341, 344, 361 -363]  [14:  Nicholas Campion. (2004). Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement. The Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology. PhD, Bath Spa University College. p. 177] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Nevertheless, a phenomenon of modernity is the increased use of the internet in recent times, from its inception in 1969, to the creation of the World Wide Web in 1991, to three billion users in 2015, and in particular users being millennials.[footnoteRef:15] Frances Clynes, stated in her PhD thesis that the ‘use of social media by astrologers is also greater than that of the general public,’ recognising that astrologers use the internet, and therefore, possibly the rise of usage of the internet may also account for millennial interest in astrology.[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  John Naughton, A Brief History of the Future: The Origins of the Internet (Phonenix and London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2000). pp. 47, 79; Michael Kende, Internet Society Global Internet Report: Open and Sustainable Access for All, Vol 1 (Geneva and Reston, VA: Internet Society 2014), pp. 70c – 77a; Frances Clynes, An Examination of the Impact of the Internet on Modern Western Astrology, (PHD University of Wales Trinity Saint David,  September 2012) p. 50]  [16:  Clynes, An Examination of the Impact of the Internet on Modern Western Astrology, p.213] 


Methodology 									

In order to determine why millennials are interested in astrology, this research adopted a mixed method approach to create a qualitative research study, and uses a questionnaire, as well as in-depth interviews. Hennink, Hutter and Bailey state that ‘the purpose of qualitative research is to understand or explain behaviour and beliefs’ within the ‘context of people’s experiences.[footnoteRef:17] To gain this understanding they suggest that only a few participants are required, when working with tools of in-depth interviews.[footnoteRef:18] However, Judith Bell advocates a mixed method of using interviews, to gain an overview, via the questionnaire, but more in depth opinions via the interviews.[footnoteRef:19] [17:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, Sage Publications, London, Second Edition (2020) p17]  [18:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, p17]  [19:  Judith Bell, Doing Your Research Project: a guide for first time researchers in education, health and social science, Maidenhead: Mcgraw-Hill, Open University Press (2010) pp212-14, 233] 


The research data therefore was collected by using online one-on-one-in-depth interviews, randomly choosing four participants, drawn from a pool of one hundred and eleven respondents, who completed the questionnaire, and were chosen via a signed letter of consent to participate in a personal interview. All the interviewees names remain anonymous and alias’ used to ensure confidentiality, as well as all data obtained securely protected, made anonymous and consented for to use for this research. Questionnaires also included a checkbox for consent, to use the data ethically and maintain confidentially.[footnoteRef:20]  [20:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, pp. 70 -71, 75, ] 


As the target demographic were subscribers of an astrological forum, aged between 22-38 years old, due to being a millennial, this qualified the legal age requirements regarding ethical considerations, nevertheless, a gatekeeper was utilised and was responsible for posting on the astrological online community, as well as administrating an invitation request on the forum for participation for questionnaire and interview. The gatekeeper verified and qualified all interviews before commencing, as well as posted the questionnaire on the forum, establishing trust and compliance. I also recorded a one-minute video explaining this research project, also posted by the gatekeeper. [footnoteRef:21] Even though all the interviewees happened to be American, there were no specific ethical issues raised by the local context of USA.  [21:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, pp. 72 -73, 75, 76, 78, 79 ] 


All participants were provided sufficient information that any interview would be stopped, or deleted, if it was ascertained or even suggested that the content could cause difficulties for either interviewee or interviewer. The only risk identified was a refusal by the interviewee to answer any question for whatever personal reason and the related risk of causing offense by probing too strongly on certain questions. To avoid causing offense the questions were designed to be open ended whereby the participant was free to either limit or enlarge his or her response according to their wishes.[footnoteRef:22]  [22:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, pp.72] 


The questionnaire process adopted a range and variety of question types, from open questions requiring written wording; list requiring multiple selection; ticking categories; ranking order and answers, and also the use of Likert scales.[footnoteRef:23] The reasons for this variety was to maintain attention of the respondent, ensure the impression was broad and not so obvious to the aim of the research, yet to endeavour the process would be worthwhile, therefore attention to wording was considered and context provided.[footnoteRef:24] As previously discussed, the target group seemingly have an affinity with technology, using an online format seemed the best option, even despite the current limitations at the of distribution of this questionnaire due to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. The use of a questionnaire would allow quantitative data, to provide themes that could be explored at the interview stage, and by asking a broad selection of questions to an unknown audience, who have an interest in astrology, this would be a useful way to quickly obtain data to analyse.   [23:  Bell ‘Doing Your Research Project’. p.141-144]  [24:  Bell ‘Doing Your Research Project’ p.143] 


Using an in-depth interview would allow a deeper exploration of feelings and emotions of the selected participants that could not be obtained from the questionnaire. This could allow information on sensitive issues and background context of the individual life. Using the themes established from the questionnaire and deepening the understanding of the themes could allow for, to quote Clifford Geertz, a ‘thick description’ and therefore, provide greater qualitative depth to the research.[footnoteRef:25] Although the interviews were online, using video could still allow for participant observation and auto-ethnography to deepen understanding. A semi-structured interview was adopted allowing key questions ‘designed to collect core information’ yet allow flexibility to probe for new questions.[footnoteRef:26] [25:  Clifford Geertz,‘ Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture’ in
The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays, New York: Basic Books (1973). pp. 3–30]  [26:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, pp. 116, 120; 124-125] 


Even though the data revealed supporting evidence that is consistent with other research projects, for example, ninety-seven percent of the responses were female, also recognised by Bernadette Brady’s PhD, that astrologers are ‘predominately women’.[footnoteRef:27] Also the data, agrees with Campion’s PhD, that the majority of astrologers describe themselves as spiritual, as ninety-one percent of responses in relation to religious beliefs, also described themselves as spiritual.[footnoteRef:28] However, the comparison of data requires discernment, as two-thirds of the responses had varying degrees of interest in astrology, rather than as practising astrologers, that only accounted for seven percent, therefore the participant sample is not the same as the sample group used in Brady’s and Campion’s PhD. This also applies to comparisons made with Clynes’ PhD, however, it may still be worthwhile to compare. The most notable limitations of this research are due to the sample size, that are restricted to deadlines imposed by this research.  [27:  Brady, Bernadette, ‘Theories of fate among present-day astrologer’,  PhD, University of Wales Trinity Saint David. (2012), p. 215]  [28:  Nicholas Campion, ‘Belief in Astrology’, pp. 240-41; Clynes, An Examination of the Impact of the Internet on Modern Western Astrology, p.306
] 


Reflexivity 

Reflecting on the data acquired, as I am not a millennial, subsequently I am categorised as Generation X, therefore I am older, and therefore, this difference may have altered my level of perception, subjectivity and empathy to millennials, as I haven’t necessarily experienced the same cultural experiences and educational teaching as them.[footnoteRef:29] Similarly, my phenomenological experience to technology isn’t the same as a millennial , and therefore, may have affected my wording and questions asked.  [29:  Pew Research Center, Defining generations: Where Millennials end and Generation Z begins
(Jan 2009): https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/17/where-millennials-end-and-generation-z-begins/] 


My reliance on the gatekeeper to acquire data and interviewees, may have created bias in the selection process, and therefore, the data may not be an accurate reflection due to influence. In addition, as I have been previously been featured on podcasts on this astrological forum over the last two years, the perception of myself as an astrologer and authority, may also have influenced the integrity of the responses. 

The purpose of this research project was to gain an insider, or emic perspective of millennials, as not being a part of this forum, with no relationship to any of the participants, was intended to acquire unbiased data. However, due my association previously with the forum, my outsider, or etic perspective, may have been compromised, and possibly affected the reliability of the data.[footnoteRef:30]  [30:  Hennink et al, Qualitative Research Methods, pp. 18; 19 - 20] 



Findings and Discussion 								

Considering that one hundred and eleven responses to the questionnaire occurred within four days of posting on the astrological forum and a limit was implemented, due to the immediate response rate, this could suggest there is a genuine millennial interest in astrology. Also, when the participants were invited to partake an in an in-depth interview, seventy-nice consented, also confirming interest, however, observations discussed in the reflexivity section of this paper need to be considered. 

An open question on the questionnaire, asked the sample group ‘In your own words what has astrology given you?’ ‘Understanding’ became the most predominant word mentioned (Figure 1) Other words, such as ‘helps’, ‘helped’ and ‘helping’ were consistently mentioned, and other frequently mentioned words, were ‘sense’, ‘insight’, ‘clarity’, ‘life’, ‘deeper’, ‘knowledge’ and ‘purpose’. The commonality of all these words posit to a theme that ‘understanding’ may be a keyword to why millennials are interested in astrology. 

However, the questionnaire does not explain why this is the case, and on analysis of the data, for example, ninety-four percent have other interests that are spiritual, or shamanic in practise, and therefore, astrology may just be part of a cultural phenomenon, in alignment with growing interest in other occult practises as mentioned in the literary review. 

Also, considering technology as a factor in deciding astrology’s fate, the data discovered from this sample group, suggests the majority of pathways to astrology, have come from a parent, person, or a book and publication, rather than the internet. However, this interpretation could change with 

Figure 1


[image: ]


future generations, the more reliant on technology humanity becomes, as highlighted by Clynes’ PhD, that ‘the first decade of twenty-first century saw the introduction and rapid spread of social media and social networks’ and also the growth of online communities, in how social interaction may change with technology and how publications are consumed.[footnoteRef:31]  [31:  Clynes, An Examination of the Impact of the Internet on Modern Western Astrology, p.52; 82-92; 187] 


Understanding 

After analysing data in the questionnaire, the assumption is that the target group are not ‘marginal’ as defined by Wuthnow. The large majority of participants answered to be in good health, employed or self-employed, financially sound, and eighty-six percent of the respondents went to University. This would support Feher’s ‘participation’ argument, and therefore, accepting the limits of this research, millennials, and other generations, may react and behave differently to societal challenges presented to them. Consequently, the scope of marginality, or the criteria set out by Wuthnow, may not be applicable to millennials, although further evidence is required to make such a claim.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Feher, Who Looks To The Stars? p.93
] 


Nevertheless, evidence supported by the mixed method approach, does suggest marginality. When asked the question “I’ve always seen myself as an outsider, not really fitting in” the majority agreed, or strongly agreed. Supporting this, when asked “Life has always been smooth for me, I've never really had any problems” the majority either disagreed, or strongly disagreed. 

Figure 2
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Figure 3
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The in-depth interviews also support this possibility, as even though the interview sample was random, fifty percent of the sample participants belonged to the LGBT community, who could be considered marginal. However, as I decided to pick a male participant called Jackson, who happened to be gay, considering the majority of participants were female, may have influenced this result, as well as the influence of the gatekeeper’s choice, regarding selection of interviewees. 

However, sexuality and orientation, even though was not asked for in the questionnaire, all the interviews suggested not fitting in, or currently going through a life crisis, irrespective of sexuality. As Jackson explained: 

		“Well, I'm gay, so that was (err) like (err) that (pause) always made me feel a bit odd, and I guess living in a small community especially, but this (err) and this was in the eighties, so like, and I was like, a very (pause) an odd child anyways, like I wasn’t, like I was (pause) I wasn’t (pause) whether I was gay or straight, or what my sexuality was, I still was (pause) (emphasised) odd anyways”

Jackson continued to explain that his ‘quirky personality’ didn’t stop him from being himself, as his parents were supportive, he further explains his sense of uniqueness: 

“I always felt differently and thought differently and (pause) and you know, so I just always felt odd (pause) out of place (long pause) err…unique (laughs).”

Other interview participants felt the same way as Jackson, when Bexi was asked what she thought of school, she said:

“(pause), (talks in in a sad tone) I didn’t like it (laughs), erm, so growing up, it was, erm (pause), I always felt I was really different from other kids, erm, that (pause) that people just didn’t err, well the other kids didn’t really understand me, and erm, I didn’t like, erm being, you know, in these classes, (short pause) like, these boxes.” 

She continued to explain: 

“Err, (sighs), you know, i,i,it was (sighs) (pause) it was, it’s really funny, for, forrr, for (becomes animated) somebody, who has a Capricorn stellium, like I do, you know, who (pause) and Capricorns (short pause) about like this (pause), I didn’t like that at all.”

Bexi communicated to me in astrological jargon, presumably due to the association seeing me as an astrologer, however the language communicated is significant, in that communicating like that made sense to her, regarding her experiences at school, by using astrology, helped her to find understanding and meaning, in respect to her difficult school experiences. 

The other two interviews revealed similar experiences, that astrology was ‘helpful’ and provided ‘understanding’. Mary explained what astrology gave her: 

“It gives me (pause), erm, what's the word? (tuts/pause) There's another word besides clarity, but it's (pause), it's just, it makes me (pronounced) feel comfortable, and it makes me feel (pause) like, oh, ok, this is a better explanation, or this makes sense, erm this makes sense (pause), so confirmation, it's confirming who I knew, who I know I am, but, like who I know I can be and who I know, like, (erm) (pause) I don't know, like the person that I came into this world to become kind of thing. It's confirming, very confirming.”

Lastly, Kate explained why astrology was being used in society, she explained: 

“I feel like humanity's tired (pause) like, (err), we’re, like, I just feel like humanity’s tired. We’ve felt so much and (erm), we've (err) done so much and we've, (err) exhausted our bodies and changed our bodies, (pause) chemical compounds, so much that, (erm), we need a rest period for adjustment at this point, I suppose.”

The findings from all the interviews suggest that astrology has been helpful dealing with difficulties in life and provided understanding from a personal and societal position. 

Fate

The aim and objective of this research project was to determine to what extent technology had influenced millennials in respect to their interest in astrology. Figure 4 illustrates the response when asked the question, ‘Without the internet, I doubt I would have developed an interest in astrology’. The response suggests this wouldn’t have been the case. 

Figure 4
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The explanation for this may be due to how astrology came to the subject group. Figure 5 reveals that technology may not be main the reason astrological interest. 

Figure 5
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Figure 6 also confirms this: 
Figure 6
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Analysing the interviews, further suggests that an interest in astrology would have been developed irrespective of technology. Mary, explained that is was her uncle who inadvertently influenced her at eight years old, due a plaque representing Scorpio with dates on it, brought by a girlfriend of her uncle’s, and concluded to her that she was a Scorpio, because of her birthday matched the dates on the plaque. For Jackson, he discovered a book at  twelve years old that changed his life reading about Pisces, it just made sense to him. For Mary, her parents met an astrologer, told her about it and that started her interest in astrology. However Kate was different and admitted it was the recent phenomenon of podcasts that really got her interested in astrology, that turned into an obsession over the last two years. 

Reflecting on this data, millennial interest may result due to fate, rather than technology, as environment, family and societal influence, may constitute a greater degree of influence than technology. However, all interviewees admitted to consuming astrology daily, varying from fifteen minutes to two hourly, and mostly this was consumed on social media platforms, such as Twitter, Youtube, Instagram and Podcasts. Jackson, Mary, Kate, with the exception of Bexi, were all limited locally regards an astrological community, thus the internet provided an avenue continue and explore their interest in astrology, through online communities and online learning. 

Mary explains regards this: 

“I feel like the Internet was,(erm), like a gateway to communication and I feel like that's what happened. The ideas, everyone's ideas just started flooding out. And it was like, OK, now we can connect in certain ways. And then they're like, oh, what's the Scorpio? And it's like,(pause) you go down this road of information. And I feel like the Internet definitely played a huge role in that.”


Rational choice 

Even though there are limits to this research, due to the sample size and bias explained in the reflexivity section of this paper, the data reveals millennial interest in astrology, that millennials seek to find understanding by applying it, and therefore, astrology appears to help with conducting life. Even though evidence suggests the internet may not be the main reason for millennial interest in astrology, although the adoption and acceleration of interest in astrology may determine the internet as a factor regarding this, however, more research is required to determine this claim. 

Nevertheless, the research data may agree with Campion’s observation regards ‘rational choice’ in that millennial interest in astrology is logical and considered. Jackson, presented his experience of astrology as scientific: 

“Sometimes when I'm like, like watching some scientific physics (erm),(pause),or astrophysics. It's like a lot of what you're saying is very similar to what you hear in astrology about (small pause) like vibrations or like just like, you know what I mean. Just like thinking about a planet (erm) and the moon and electrons and atoms and all those things, I just feel like it's all, (short pause) all very, very similar”

Mary further expounds this sentiment, although culture cannot be ignored. Perhaps, millennial interest in astrology is a mixture of rational choice and technology. Mary states, when asked why millennials have an interest in astrology, she explains: 

“I don't know, I think. (pause), like I always go back to thinking about when I was younger, maybe nine or 10 years old, and it just became such a popular thing, even like as kids, like I remember (pause) my, my friends are like, oh, you know, I’m a Capricorn and I'm (err) this and I'm a that, and (pause) it just (pause) kind of went on, (pause), and everyone started seeing the magazines, and then we would look it up on AOL at the time. And (pause) it just, I don’t know, people would like (pause) kind of (short pause) connect to it, be like fortune-telling almost, and like trying to feel connected to something, and I think that's what it was during that time. I don't know.”


Conclusion 		

This research paper aimed to determine why millennials are interested in astrology and to what extent this interest is related to sociological, or cultural phenomenon, specifically the growth of internet use and adoption of technology. The extent of responses from participants and willingness to consent to this project, suggests there is an interest in astrology from millennials, despite the limitations outlined in the methodology and reflexivity section of this paper. It would appear the extent of millennial interest in astrology is based on rational choice, rather than superstition, as it helps to develop deeper understanding, clarity and provides guidance. The internet and technology has influenced millennial interest in astrology, however, fate may be a stronger indicator of interest, due to environment and familial influence, as well as available book publications. Despite changes in society, due to modernity and advances in science, astrology seems to make sense to millennials.  						
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Appendix 

(Questionnaire)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WNhP-96Wn3PGnucnQN_gtkvS5-9kvHeGZAEbyG9ne2w/prefill
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