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Morven Montgomery
‘The Visit’ by Friedrich Dürrenmatt, was produced and performed by third year Acting and Set Design and Production (SD&P) students, from UWTSD, in collaboration with Performing Arts students from the Colegsirgâr. The play was adapted by Hannah McPake, directed by Matthew Holmquist and associate director Samantha Alice Jones.

 “The play’s protagonist Claire, a multimillionaire, visits her hometown after an absence of many years and offers the residents great wealth if they will kill one of their leading citizens, Alfred, who had betrayed Claire shamefully many years before. In this morality play about vengeance and greed, the prospect of wealth is enough to corrupt the townspeople into agreeing to murder,” (Britannica, 2011) This adaptation has a secondary plotline running through this story, as the actors play their selves. Two characters then undergo conflict due to exploit pictures being exposed caused by their past relationship. This play really highlights the theme of justice as it shows how it’s important to do what’s right, no matter the situation.

The play was passionate and emotional. It had SD&P students and Acting students all performing! During act one, I loved the way the actors used their performing space within their performance. Y Llwyfan is a large rehearsal area, which they used to its max potential. The body posture portrayed gave off different moods and feelings, allowing the viewers to feel what’s happening on a personal level. The set itself was minimalist, as chairs and benches were the main scenic construction of this act. The use of lighting clearly helped convey the scene changes and a variety of different moods well – especially with the sensitive topics discussed. The projection of the video onto the stage curtain created a huge impact within act one, as it gave a different experience to how the viewer perceived the play.

In Act two, the opening scene had the puppeteers made you feel like the panther was real. The use of yellow as symbolism was done because “Yellow is such a fun and bright colour. To have the creative freedom to then use it in a negative way, made it fun and exciting.” (Bidwell, 2023) The make-up on the actors faces (droplets) was another visual symbolism Bidwell executed well that allowed the viewer to sense that the whole town was against Alfred. The use of the spotlights and lighting also helped to illuminate and cast attention on to key points in the scene. Alongside this, the props and music choice too also allowed for the audience to get a sense of what’s to come in act three, which ultimately lead to Alfred and Alex’s downfall.

In conclusion, haven gone to see the show two times I found you focus less on the plotline and more on the performance the second time. Personally, the first show was quite confusing, so the second show really allowed for me to self-evaluate it again on a different day. Saying that, I found the second show so much more enjoyable as I knew what was going on. I would recommend anyone to watch this play.
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