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Archival Research Assessment on William Wilberforce. 

Introduction and Methodology:        

This list was mostly compiled through the utilisation of the National Archive Discovery Tool and the databases of national, local, and foreign archives.[footnoteRef:1] The Discovery Tool was used to determine which archives contained documents pertaining to the life, political career, and doings of W. Wilberforce.[footnoteRef:2] Thorough searches of these archives were then conducted to gather material with criteria of the searches, such the time period, or the type of document, being changed when appropriate.[footnoteRef:3] This allowed for archived material to be authenticated and identified for inclusion on this list. Other search sites including Jisc were also used and will mentioned as necessary within the list.[footnoteRef:4]     [1:  The National Archives, Discovery: The National Archives (2020) https://uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/library-and-learning-resources/infoskills/MHRA-eng_v.1.2.pdf . [Accessed: 12th November 2020]. ]  [2:  The National Archives, 2020.]  [3:  The National Archives, 2020. ]  [4:  Jisc, Archive Hub (2020) < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/> [12th November 2020] ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk56095986]
[bookmark: _Hlk56281392][bookmark: _Hlk56087355]‘William Wilberforce letter, 6 August 1782.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, duke:443225. 

This document was discovered through National Archive Discovery Tool which identified these documents as being part of the William Wilberforce Papers, 1782-1837 and Undated which are available at the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library which is part of the Duke University Libraries Group.[footnoteRef:5] The cited item was discovered by allowing the Discovery Tool to search archives from outside the UK. In this instance it identified the above manuscript in an archive that is in the United States of America.[footnoteRef:6] The item is a short letter written by Wilberforce on August 6th 1782 in response a letter he received on the morning of the given date.[footnoteRef:7] This document is of interest to those looking at Wilberforce’s the correspondence and it is best used when compared to other examples. [5:  ‘William Wilberforce letter, 6 August 1782.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, duke:443225; Duke University Libraries Repository and Collection Services, William Wilberforce Papers, 1782-1837 and Undated 2020 < https://repository.duke.edu/dc/wilberf> [Accessed: 12th November 2020].]  [6: ‘William Wilberforce letter, 6 August 1782.’  Durham, North Carolina, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, duke:443225.]  [7:  ‘William Wilberforce letter, 6 August 1782.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, duke:443225.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk56087729][bookmark: _Hlk56080272]



[bookmark: _Hlk56281651]‘William Wilberforce Papers, 1782-1837 and Undated.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M, Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, RL.01381. Available at: https://repository.duke.edu/dc/wilberf. (Accessed: 23rd November 2020).

This is an online collection of correspondence by William Wilberforce between 1782 and 1837.[footnoteRef:8] The collection was located through the use of the National Archive’s Discovery Tool with the search parameters set to look through international archives. The previous citation is a part of this collection as well as six hundred and thirty-nine other documents from the named period.[footnoteRef:9] The collection is located on the Duke University Libraries Collections and Repositories website which is the database that contains the Duke University Libraries’ catalogue of their collections.[footnoteRef:10] The source is useful for anyone looking to examine Wilberforce’s correspondence as it features a search function which allows viewers to set specific conditions to assist their search through the collection.  [8:  ‘William Wilberforce Papers, 1782-1837 and Undated.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M, Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, RL.01381. Available at: https://repository.duke.edu/dc/wilberf. (Accessed: 23rd November 2020).]  [9:  ‘William Wilberforce Papers, 1782-1837 and Undated.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M, Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, RL.01381; ‘William Wilberforce letter, 6 August 1782.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, duke:443225.]  [10:  ‘William Wilberforce Papers, 1782-1837 and Undated.’ Durham, North Carolina, David M, Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, RL.01381. Available at: https://repository.duke.edu/dc/wilberf. (Accessed: 23rd November 2020).] 


[bookmark: _Hlk56281708][bookmark: _Hlk56087957]‘Paper. Draft and final copy, 'William Wilberforce', by John Saville.’ Hull, Hull History Centre, DTO/11/21. 

According to the description the document is held at the Hull History Centre.[footnoteRef:11] This cited example was found by using the archive search engine ‘Jisc archive hub’. The document was found by setting the search engine to only search archives in Hull, which contains several archives that contain documents connected to Wilberforce.[footnoteRef:12] The only issue was that the document’s reference number listed by ‘Jisc archive hub’ was incorrect.[footnoteRef:13] This resulted in a search being made of the Hull History Centre’s records to confirm the correct reference number.[footnoteRef:14] This archive is best for those who may be interested in the historiography surrounding William Wilberforce as it appears to be a draft of a book describing the life of William Wilberforce.[footnoteRef:15] [11:  ‘Paper. Draft and final copy, 'William Wilberforce', by John Saville.’ Hull, Hull History Centre, DTO/11/21.]  [12:  Jisc, Archive Hub (2020) < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/ > [12th November 2020]. ]  [13:  Jisc, Paper. Draft and final copy, 'William Wilberforce', by John Saville (2020) < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/ > [12th November 2020].]  [14:  ‘Paper. Draft and final copy, 'William Wilberforce', by John Saville.’ Hull, Hull History Centre, DTO/11/21.]  [15:  Jisc, Paper. Draft and final copy, 'William Wilberforce', by John Saville (2020) < https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/ > [12th November 2020].] 


[bookmark: _Hlk56096049]
[bookmark: _Hlk56088519]
‘Correspondences of William Wilberforce regarding the Slave Trade, 1826-1838.’ Hull, Wilberforce House and Georgian Houses, NRA 10757 Wilberforce House.   

[bookmark: _Hlk56088680]This piece the file contains correspondents relating to the trans-Atlantic slave trade.[footnoteRef:16] Specifically, it contains details about slave cargoes being sent to West Indies and to plantations on Grenada, Barbados, and Trinidad.[footnoteRef:17] This document will be of value to historians as it contains details of the slave trade to the Caribbean possessions. The document is unavailable online so those wishing to view it will have to visit the archive in person.[footnoteRef:18] The correspondence is dated between 1826 and 1838 so some of the correspondence comes after the 1807 act which abolished the slave trade and others come after the bill which abolished slavery.[footnoteRef:19] This document will also be of use to historians looking to investigate Wilberforce’s correspondence which discusses the slave trade. [16:  ‘Correspondences of William Wilberforce regarding the Slave Trade, 1826-1838.’ Hull, Wilberforce House and Georgian Houses, NRA 10757 Wilberforce House.]  [17:  ‘Correspondences of William Wilberforce regarding the Slave Trade, 1826-1838.’ Hull, Wilberforce House and Georgian Houses, NRA 10757 Wilberforce House.]  [18:  ‘Correspondences of William Wilberforce regarding the Slave Trade, 1826-1838.’ Hull, Wilberforce House and Georgian Houses, NRA 10757 Wilberforce House.]  [19:  ‘Correspondences of William Wilberforce regarding the Slave Trade, 1826-1838.’ Hull, Wilberforce House and Georgian Houses, NRA 10757 Wilberforce House.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk56281109]
[bookmark: _Hlk56281843]‘William Wilberforce letter to Richard R. Bramley, 23 May 1793’. Kew, The National Archives, HO 42/25/173. 

This document was found using the National Archive Discovery Tool and it was generated by the Home Office. This document is a letter addressed to William Wilberforce in his capacity as MP for Yorkshire.[footnoteRef:20] It details a request from Richard R. Bramley asking Wilberforce to assist him in petitioning the Home Secretary to release a Frenchman from custody in Falmouth so that he can join Bramley’s firm.[footnoteRef:21] It is dated to May 23rd, 1793 which would suggest that the Frenchman’s detainment was caused by Britain’s entry into the French Revolutionary War.[footnoteRef:22] This document is useful for historians as it lets people look at one instance of Wilberforce’s constituents contacting him for assistance in his capacity as their representative in Parliament. This document is available online and access is free for those who have an account for the National Archive website.[footnoteRef:23]   [20:  ‘William Wilberforce letter to Richard R. Bramley, 23 May 1793.’Kew, The National Archives, HO 42/25/173.]  [21:  ‘William Wilberforce letter to Richard R. Bramley, 23 May 1793.’Kew, The National Archives, HO 42/25/173.]  [22:  ‘William Wilberforce letter to Richard R. Bramley, 23 May 1793.’Kew, The National Archives, HO 42/25/173.]  [23:  ‘William Wilberforce letter to Richard R. Bramley, 23 May 1793.’Kew, The National Archives, HO 42/25/173. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C10387257 (Accessed: 12th November 2020). ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk56281125]
[bookmark: _Hlk56088891]



‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Lord Chatham.’ Kew, The National Archives, PRO 30/70/4/266. 

This document is a letter that Wilberforce wrote to Lord Chatham offering his service to assist with the funeral of William Pitt, the former Prime Minister.[footnoteRef:24] It states that Wilberforce wished to be involved to show his respect for the Prime Minister who was a known friend of Wilberforce.[footnoteRef:25] Unfortunately, this document is unavailable as it is not available for viewing as it is not classed as being a public record.[footnoteRef:26] If it were available this document could be used to look at how Wilberforce reacted to Pitt’s death.[footnoteRef:27] This is something which is perhaps ignored as historians tend to be more focused on his role in the abolition of slavery. The document was found using the National Archive’s Discovery Tool.  [24:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Lord Chatham.’ Kew, The National Archives, PRO 30/70/4/266.]  [25:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Lord Chatham.’ Kew, The National Archives, PRO 30/70/4/266. ]  [26:  The National Archives, W Wilberforce to Lord Chatham offering to serve in any useful capacity during the... (2020) < https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C2138003> [Accessed: 12th November 2020]. ]  [27:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Lord Chatham.’ Kew, The National Archives, HO 42/25/173.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk56089219][bookmark: _Hlk56282041]‘Last Will and Testament of William Wilberforce.’ Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020.) 

This document is the last will and testament of William Wilberforce Esquire.[footnoteRef:28] It details the assets that he possessed at his death and how they were to be distributed.[footnoteRef:29] The will is useful as it allows us to view what Wilberforce owned at his death and how he wanted his property to be divided up.[footnoteRef:30] The text is clear to read so a transcription is possible with some degree of ease as none of the pages have fading text.[footnoteRef:31] The document is currently available online on the National Archive’s website which any researcher can access for a small fee. Those who have accounts for the site though can access the document for free.[footnoteRef:32] We know the document is legitimate as it is legal document which signed and seals by both witnesses and William Wilberforce’s name.[footnoteRef:33]    [28:  Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020). ]  [29:  ‘Last Will and Testament of William Wilberforce.’ Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020). ]  [30:  ‘Last Will and Testament of William Wilberforce.’ Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020). ]  [31:  ‘Last Will and Testament of William Wilberforce.’ Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020). ]  [32:  ‘Last Will and Testament of William Wilberforce.’ Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020).]  [33:  ‘Last Will and Testament of William Wilberforce.’ Kew, The National Archives, PROB 11/1825/373 7. Available at: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/D261133 (Accessed: 21/10/2020).] 


[bookmark: _Hlk56089333]

‘Anti-Slavery correspondence of William Wilberforce and Others.’ Liverpool, Liverpool National Museums Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library, D/CR/4/1-5. 

This record located in Liverpool contains a number of correspondences relating to the slave trade.[footnoteRef:34] It contains the correspondence of William Wilberforce and others who discuss the subject on the papers included in this record.[footnoteRef:35] The record was located through the use of the National Archives Discovery Tool with the search parameters set to only show results from archives not related to the National Archies in Kew.[footnoteRef:36] In this case the search yielded the above record which is located at the National Museum Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library.[footnoteRef:37] This record would be useful to those researching the slave trade as it includes papers written by a veriety of authors. This would allow a historian to compare the views of different people interested in the abolition of the slave trade.[footnoteRef:38] [34:  ‘Anti-Slavery correspondence of William Wilberforce and Others.’ Liverpool, Liverpool National Museums Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library, D/CR/4/1-5. ]  [35:  ‘Anti-Slavery correspondence of William Wilberforce and Others.’ Liverpool, Liverpool National Museums Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library, D/CR/4/1-5.]  [36:  The National Archives, Discovery: The National Archives (2020) https://uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/library-and-learning-resources/infoskills/MHRA-eng_v.1.2.pdf. [Accessed: 12th November 2020].]  [37:  ‘Anti-Slavery correspondence of William Wilberforce and Others.’ Liverpool, Liverpool National Museums Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library, D/CR/4/1-5.]  [38:  ‘Anti-Slavery correspondence of William Wilberforce and Others.’ Liverpool, Liverpool National Museums Liverpool: Maritime Archives and Library, D/CR/4/1-5.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk56281228]
[bookmark: _Hlk56344228]‘Letter by from William Wilberforce to an Unnamed Individual.’ London, The British Library, RP 8305/4. 

This document was written on 3rd August 1797 to an unnamed individual.[footnoteRef:39] It is a letter that contains a text discussing the campaign for the abolition of slavery.[footnoteRef:40] The document would  likely used by those who wish to examine Wilberforce’s correspondence discussing the abolition of the slave trade.[footnoteRef:41] As it is only a letter, the information will be restricted, but it may useful when it is compared to other examples.[footnoteRef:42] The letter is currently held in the British Library as part of the collection named ‘Copies of Exported Manuscripts Deposited under Government Export Regulations’.[footnoteRef:43] It was discovered though the use of the British Library’s search engine.  [39:  London, The British Library, RP 8305/4.]  [40:  London, The British Library, RP 8305/4.]  [41:  London, The British Library, RP 8305/4.]  [42:  London, The British Library, RP 8305/4.]  [43:  London, The British Library, RP 8305/4.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk56281250]
[bookmark: _Hlk56089945]


‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Fitzwilliam 5th May 1802.’ Sheffield, Sheffield City Archives, WWM/F/51/9. 

This document is a letter that William Wilberforce wrote to a man referred to as Fitzwilliam recommending a Mr R. Ramsden for the position of Magistrate.[footnoteRef:44] This document was discovered through the use of the of the National Archives Discovery Tool which places it in the Sheffield City Archive. The document is three pages long and it is dated to 5th May 1802.[footnoteRef:45] This document shows historians a different side to Wilberforce as it shows the status that Wilberforce held within the society of the time.[footnoteRef:46] It confirms that, likely due to his position in Parliament, that Wilberforce had enough influence in society to recommend someone for the magistracy. This may seem a minor detail to some historians but since only men of consequence could recommend for someone to become a magistrate. The document can be used as evidence by historians to show that Wilberforce maintained influence not just the House of Commons but in wider society as well. [footnoteRef:47] [44:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Fitzwilliam 5th May 1802.’ Sheffield, Sheffield City Archives, WWM/F/51/9.]  [45:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Fitzwilliam 5th May 1802.’ Sheffield, Sheffield City Archives, WWM/F/51/9.]  [46:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Fitzwilliam 5th May 1802.’ Sheffield, Sheffield City Archives, WWM/F/51/9.]  [47:  ‘Letter from William Wilberforce to Fitzwilliam 5th May 1802.’ Sheffield, Sheffield City Archives, WWM/F/51/9.       ] 


Future Direction of Research: 

This report recommends that any future archival research into William Wilberforce should be extended to foreign archives. Most of the records on the list originate from the United Kingdom so some information that is available from foreign archives may have been missed. This can easily be done through the use of the National Archives Discovery tool which can be set up to show only the search results from foreign archives.   
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