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Introduction
The proposed study question for the research proposal is:
Can geographical residence be used as a predictor for the age of first-time mature university students? 
This online defence is to establish the ethical considerations of the above research proposal question. As a novice social researcher, who takes on the stance of a constructivist, the research carried out will be primarily qualitative. This is because constructivists feel that theory is formed from interpretation from others with consideration of truth or reality being significant to an individual’s approach and personal perspective (Neimeyer & Levitt, 2001). Therefore, identifying theory as having more than one truth.
The perceived interest is, the mindsets of individuals who have chosen to enter higher education as a mature student in comparison to younger students who have taken a natural education progressive pathway, such as, school, sixth form education or college, therefore leading onto university. In comparison to the mature student who might not have had the choice, financial status, attitude or educational attainment level. Therefore, researching the effects of a childhood impact on students.

Main body
The context of the research gathered will be university students age range 18-60. There is an option to give the participants a consent letter, which will endeavour to show that students have consented to the research process. However, it is not required at this stage of the assignment. The setting will be the Institute of Management and Health at University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) in High Street Swansea (UWTSD, 2019). Although no parental permission is required from participants, there has been approval given by the Programme Manager of the Institute of Management and Health at UWTSD in Swansea, to interview the required number of participants when needed. Furthermore, a questionnaire has also been approved and be able to view at a later date. There will be no group interviews due to confidentiality and biased of questioning. There will be provisions made for security and confidentiality while interviewing participants. This will be a quiet safe room, to prevent no interruptions along with no confidentiality being breeched. 
Purpose of Research Activity:
To collect valued evidence, which can then be translated into theory, which will then be analysed, and help establish an answer to the topical question. Research is self-critical to the social researcher, therefore, analysing the evidence to establish and decipher what is credible, relevant and beneficial is crucial to the study.

Proposed methods in brief:
Grounded theory will be the chosen research method.
Grounded theory produces theory from the research gathered.
The data that is systematically gathered and appraised, then produces the theory (Kumar, 2014).

Qualitative data: 
Qualitative data will be collected through the observation of interviews of participants, who will provide the sources of information. 
Past quantitative data will be referred to as secondary sources and will be analysed and used to compare with the present quantitative data acquired.
Additionally, participants will be given details of counselling services and student support if required (UWTSD,2019).

Key Ethical considerations for research are:
Social science is vital within the context of a society that now provides and allows everyone choices and freedom of speech. This is particularly relevant to the participants to be interviewed by the researcher. To carry out research safely and effectively, a code of conduct should and will be abided by at all times.
Society is a devised from a world of cultural differences, diversity, inclusion and perspectives. Therefore, autonomy and respect should run through all social science. This also links to the interviews that will be carried out, as at no time should any of the participants answers be scoffed at or frowned upon. Additionally, no biased judgement made during the interview process or thereafter.
It is of the upmost importance that social science should be carried out displaying truth and honesty using the most suitable research methods. 
When social research is carried out, due regard to participants should always be paramount. 
When social science is carried out there should be no intent to harm with all intent to benefit. At no time during the research collection will the participant feel vulnerable or compromised.
These are all focused principles for ethical considerations devised by (Academy of Social Sciences, 2015), and are also endorsed by British Educational Research Association ethical guidelines, in regard to educational research (BERA, 2018).

All ethical considerations including: 
Anticipated risks – the line of questioning within the questionnaires. Biased questions set by the researcher, which could influence a participants reaction to responding to the researchers agenda, rather than the participants own thoughts and feelings. 
Participants informed consent. 
Participants right to refuse to answer certain questions. 
The subject of autonomy, which means participants have the right to choose and are in control of their own self at all times.
The subject of beneficence, which means how the research will benefit participants personal position. 
The subject of non-maleficence, which means that the research gathered will ultimately not harm the participant in any way (Jahn, 2011).

Data Protection
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participants are assured that the research gathered will not be traced back to them, along with their anonymity staying protected (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2007). This relates to the data collected on each participant, therefore, complying to the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) governance of storing or utilising a participant’s data (GOV.UK, 2018).
Methodology fairness and rigour to the questioning (Morrison,1996).

Mitigation of risks
Social researcher will access risk of participants, location of the interviews along with participants.

Consent
Have given informed consent.
Are pre-warned of confidentiality legalities.
Are interviewed in a safe quiet comfortable area.

Feedback
All participants are invited to ask for feedback.

Ascent 
All participants have the right to withdraw from the student at any point and should be notified this from the first point of the study, verbally and in writing.

Conclusion
For any research study carried out on participants, ethical considerations are paramount to the participants, the nature of the study and Kantian principles that have been discussed throughout the ethical issues (Banks,1999). Without the concept of ethics, moral guidelines and principles applied to research studies, research could become a difficult field to study. This is because participants value their anonymity, their well-being and the validity of the research obtained. Without governance and protection, the element of risk becomes higher, with the participant becoming more vulnerable and less valued. Protecting the participant is an agreement that is fundamental and beneficial for both parties, this is because, ethical considerations protect the researcher and the participant from blame and risk. Therefore, accountability is assumed by the ethics approval form, which can protect the researcher and participant.
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