Rhiannon Thomas 
Contextual Studies 

I have decided to curate an exhibition the focuses on the topic of homelessness, which includes themes such as anti homeless architecture. I believe that this is an important topic to discuss as the rate of homelessness is alarming in the UK with 1 out of 200 people being homeless. I would also like to highlight the problem that is hidden in everyday life, anti homeless architecture. 
My intention with the exhibition is to highlight the problem of homelessness as I believe that the ever growing problem is being ignored by the public. I have featured an array of works including fashion, installations and activism. I have Sources from Angela Luna,Stuart Semple, Linda Linge, Willie Baronett and Ling Leinonen. 
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My chosen theme for this exhibition is Homelessness, which is a theme that is relevant and important to discuss at the time of the exhibition. The number of homeless people are rising in Britain  and the numbers have risen for the seventh year in a row, which proves that now is the time to discuss the ever growing problem. As the graph shows, the numbers are growing alarmingly fast yet the problem is being ignored even though it’s something that people witness everyday. The director of policy from the Centrepoint charity Balbir Chatirk said “these figures are shocking, but they only attempt to count the number of people sleeping rough on one night. We know there are thousands more young people who are hidden homeless”. Hidden homeless could be describing acts such as ‘sofa surfing’, anything that could describe not having any stable shelter. The public could be ignoring the problem due to a negative stereotype of the homeless. This could be explained by using Karl Marx’s Conflict Theory, which suggest that workers are exploited by the owners, in others words the poor are exploited by the rich. The theory explains a capitalist society where money is earned by a mixture of hard work and a good education. Therefore the homeless are seen to represent the opposite, as they are stereotypically seen as someone who has no work ethic, dedication and lacks motivation, therefore the public lacks sympathy as they believe that people who are homeless haven't earned their money. The philosopher emmanuel Levinas completely disagrees with the Karl Marx conflict theory, as the quote “No face can be approached with empty hands and closed home” suggests. The quote suggests that people should be more compasionate, with a want to give necessities and open their home to people in need such as homeless people. The negative view of homeless people is represented perfectly by a qutoe by politician Tony Abbott, “We just can't stop people from being homeless if that's their choice”. This quote sums up the lack of compassion the public have for homeless people with many not understanding that it is not a choice, but a last resort as they are struggling. This is one of the many reasons for my exhibition, I would like to have a positive effect on the public and open their eyes to the problem that they have ignored. The highest homeless rates are seen in Westminster, Brighton and Hove Camden, therefore I have decided to host my exhibition in the Tate Gallery as the Target Audience will be very familiar with the problem of homelessness. This will ensure that my exhibition is relevant and focuses and highlights a problem that the public try so hard to forget. There has been  167% growth in homelessness since 2010 which shows that now is the time to talk about the issues surrounding homelessness and how we as a public are going to begin to resolve the problem before it becomes even worse. 
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(Angela Luna, 2016)

The first piece that will be featured in my exhibition is designed by Angela Luna in 2016. The piece is a coat that turns into a sleeping bag, which is a necessity for people sleeping rough in the cold streets. The piece was made in 2016, which is important as it was during the height of the refugee crisis in Europe with many refugees resorting to sleeping on the streets as they were homeless. The work addresses the importance of having both a coat and a sleeping bag 
and how shows that the things we take for granted are a necessity to people less fortunate.
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(HostileDesign.Org, Stuart Semple, 2018)
 
The second piece in my exhibition will be a bench with bars to represent anti homeless architecture. It will feature stickers created by Stuart Semple’s project HostileDesign.Org in 2018. The stickers feature the words “this item is a design against humanity”,  this is because anti homeless architecture is created to ensure that homeless people cannot sleep somewhat comfortably on benches and steps as they are covered with bars, barbed wire, pointy fences etc. The project started in 2018, which is important as the height of homelessness is at its worse this year and has grown by 167%. 



“We have come dangerously close to accepting the homeless situation as a problem that we just can’t solve “
(Linda Linge, 2013)

The third piece in my gallery is a quote by Linda Linge in 2013. The quote describes how we have let the problem become so out of hand that it will almost be impossible to fix. By using this quote my aim is to shock the audience into the realization that the problem is much more serious than they first anticipated. I would like to present this quote by projecting it onto a wall, and the letters would be presented on a piece of cardboard as this is what homeless people use to get their message across. 
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(Signs of Humanity, Willie Baronett)

The fourth piece will tie into the third piece as both feature words on a piece of cardboard. The fourth piece that will be featured in the exhibition is ‘Signs against Humanity’ by Willie Baronett, which features signs made by the homeless that the artist has collected over the years. The piece has taken years to create and is ever growing as the artist travels with the piece to spread awareness of homelessness. The aim of the piece in my gallery would be to show the public that the homeless are only asking for necessities in which they need to survive. 
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(Hunger King, Jing Leinonen, 2014)

The last piece in my exhibition is a installation by Jing Leinonen. The fact that the artist is Hungarian is important as 3.7 Hungarians live below the breadline, therefore this installation is hitting its target audience perfectly. From the installation the countries poorest can queue up and receive about £9.00 in a cardboard burger box. This installation is also a way to fight anti homeless architecture as the piece was made to fight a law that prevented homeless people from sleeping in public areas (2014). 


https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/08/one-in-every-200-people-in-uk-are-homeless-according-to-shelter

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/jan/25/rough-sleeper-numbers-in-england-rise-for-seventh-year-running

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/rough-sleeping-in-england-autumn-2017
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