

For many years climate change and the effects humans have on the climate have become way more prominent than ever before. This effect is causing many problems within today’s society such as poor air quality and even causing some species of animals to become extinct. In this report I am going to look at the effects of climate change and ways we can all contribute to slow down the effects of climate change and help restore our planet to its former glory.
As explained in an Encyclopedia published by the national geographic [2] “climate change is a long-term shift in global or regional climate patterns. Climate change as most of us know is referred to the rise in global temperatures first discovered in the mid-20th century. Climate change is now seen as a very important matter, and we are told we all need to act fast before it’s too late.   
The first issue I am going to talk about is air quality/air pollution. This is a big issue as we need the best quality air on the planet as we possibly can not only for us to survive but plants and animals too. As talked about in an article published on earth.org [1] in 2016 it was estimated that outdoor air pollution caused 4.2 million premature deaths. Most deaths were found to be in low- and middle-income countries. This is a very large number of deaths for something that can be fixed by slightly altering your everyday routine such as recycling or buying and using products that have been made of recycled materials. Other ways to improve this would be using sustainable transportation such as public transport or EVs. A lot of these options aren’t funded enough in low- and middle-income countries, forcing people to use the cheaper options of transportation. If these options of transportation were more accessible it would slow down climate change by a great amount. Many countries have tried implementing greener travel. For example, the UK introducing the bike to work scheme. According to the bike2work scheme website [3] employers can sign up to a free scheme/website to be able to offer their employees up to 48.25% off a pedal bike. This is to encourage their employees to cycle to work instead of using public transport or petrol/diesel vehicles which cause air pollution. Even the smallest amount of carbon monoxide can create air pollution as it’s a harmful gas for the environment. The bike2work scheme website [3] claims that this scheme will reduce carbon footprint, improve your employee’s health fitness and energy, attract, and retain great talent and even reduce absences through illness or stress. It’s a very simple scheme to sign up to as you’re able to do this online and the have an instructional video showing you exactly how to sign your employees up to this scheme. 
The next issue I am going to talk about is the effect climate change is having on animal species. Many species have already become extinct due to global warming. An article published by the BBC talks about the species at risk of extinction in the UK due to global warming and climate change. [4] The report found that 16% of 10,000 species assessed were threatened. The main animals include a turtle dove and the hazel dormouse. The UK government has already hoped to find a solution for this problem by increasing the space for habitats in the UK. Creating more gardens and green spaces to create more homes for species to live in. A lot of these species are being threatened by their homes being destroyed by houses and industrial sights being built right on top of them. Big cities are getting more populated, making these places even more unfit homes for these animals. The government is also trying to fix this issue by funding and investing in more sustainable farming and fishing practices being able to keep famers and fishers’ jobs while also maintaining a sustainable method which keeps wildlife thriving. This also applies to the plants in these areas too. A lot of species needs certain plants to survive and if there’s a lack of a certain plant in this area there’s also going to be a lack of said species in the area. As a society we all need to put a helping hand in restoring nature this could be anywhere from planting flowers in restoring nature this could be anywhere from planting flowers in your back garden to silent protests and making people aware of how important it is to look after wildlife in your local area. You could even help by starting a gardening group in your community. Bug hotels also increase habitats and the increase of species prolonging the lifeline of this species.  
The last issue I am going to talk about is deforestation. Deforestation is a big issue as every day more and more trees are being cut down. Trees are extremely important and have an extremely important job. Not only creating homes for several different species but also having the important job of purifying the air. If we are polluting the air while also removing the plant that purifies the air, there is going to be a big crash in the climate which we are already starting to witness. Many different brands have tried tackling this issue, especially toilet paper brands with most of them running a scheme that for every pack of toilet paper that is bought a tree will be planted. This is a great way to solve a mass issue without people even having to think twice about helping as they’re doing a mundane everyday task of buying toilet paper.
Overall, there are many different contributions we can make as a society to protect our planet and help bring it back to the beautiful state it once was. Thriving with rainforests and many different species. A world where we all worked together as a society as one, and we can get back to that state once again. 
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