
Cicero Verrines unseen translation 

 

Did you try to bring your impious and sacrilegious hands against that temple, so ancient, sacred 

and holy? If in childhood you had not been trained in these pursuits and studies so that you 

might learn and get to know those things which have been committed to writing, were you not 

even afterwards able, when you came to those very places, to learn that which has been handed 

down to memory and writing, that Leto after long wandering and flight, pregnant and now with 

the time for giving birth fully come, fled to Delos and there gave birth to Apollo and Diana? 

From this belief among men that island is considered sacred to those gods: and the strength of 

this belief both is and always has been so great that not even the Persians, when they declared 

war on all Greece, gods and men, and had brought in their fleet of a thousand ships in number 

at Delos, tried either to profane or touch anything. Did you dare to plunder this shrine, most 

wicked and most foolish? 

(In Verr. 2.1.18) 
 


