Is it reasonable to describe the modern UK as a fully democratic state?

Different types of democracy/definition of democracy 
Definitions of democracy can differ because of the variety of versions of democracy that can be seen in ancient and modern time periods. John Keane, for example, describes three phases of democracy which are Assembly democracy, representative democracy and monitory democracy which span the period from the earliest sign being during the Isin-Larsa period ca. 2004–1763 B.C with assembly democracy to representative democracy, which is the UK’s current system (MET Museum 2020). One definition of democracy provided by Keane is that ‘Democracy is the understanding that any kind of political rule is man-made and therefore contingent’(Hegewisch, 2011). Keane’s statement suggests that political rule is not the decision of the privileged  or ordained by God,  and also that those running as representatives should be aware that constituents can vote them in but can also vote them out if there is something that causes tension between the voters and the representative. An example of this can be seen in the current debate about the behaviour of the current chief advisor to the Prime Minster of the UK, Dominic Cummings as it appears that Cummings has gone against coronavirus specific rules that he himself had written up for the nation. This will be discussed later in this essay (Dominic Cummings, BBC NEWS 2020). 
Many nations or countries have contributed to the transitions between different forms of government, for example the Low Countries set an example for the revolutionary transitions towards representative government in England and Sweden (Hegewisch, 2011). Representative democracy in the USA has contributed to a powerful transformation of the language and the institutional setting of democracy in presidential democracy, where the president is head of state and has power over the country. Rather than running under the same system as the UK, the American presidential system is called the college system where the president and vice president are not elected by citizens but voters who are chosen by the party. This is a different system to the representative government that the UK has, and it appears to be a predetermined way of voting if all the members are from the same party, and there is not a fair advantage either as the voting members have been chosen beforehand (About the electors, 2020).  

History of democracy:
Keane states that there is no such thing as ‘the history’ of democracy’ but rather a plenitude of partially entangled histories of different self-government (Hegewisch 2011). There are the origins of democracy and where they began but in agreement with Keane’s statement, cultures have integrated their viewpoints to the origins of democracy, for example the beginning of democracy had started with the assembly democracy in 2004–1763 B.C extending through to the current day with representative democracy, the foundations of democracy has developed into the most realistic form of government to be used for the UK (Hegewisch,2011).
In cities of Syria-Mesopotamia in the Isin-Larsa period ca. 2004–1763 B.C, parts of the citizenry controlled the power of Kings and Queens. Important decisions would have then been discussed and agreed in a general assembly. These public assemblies presented a style of democracy to form a political tradition which would encourage and develop the region’s political system (Jacobsen 1943). 
Direct democracy appeared in Athens (National Geographic 2020) in the 6th century BC (508 BC). The idea of this form of democracy was that 500 ‘citizens’ were picked out to serve in the government for a year at a time. The voting system was simple, with the citizens attending a gathering or assembly for them to vote. The collapse of democracy in Athens resulting from the Macedonian suppression of democracy proved the vulnerability of democracy from the inside (Hegewisch 2011).
Representative democracy then developed in the main areas of Europe and North America over the course of the next 1000 years.  Keane argues that Islam was the first to sow the seeds of representative government in Europe and can be seen in 12th century Spain.   
Monitory democracy, a phase of monitoring and scrutinising elected and unelected representatives through public instruments such as polling and the media, emerged at the end of World War 2 in countries such as the USA, India, France and New Zealand (Keane 2008). 
The term ‘Monitory Democracy’ was created by American scholar Michael Schudson between 1998-2006 (Keane 2008). Monitory democracy is an as of yet incomplete form of previous historical attempts at or versions of democracy, i.e. assembly democracy and representative based democracy which dominated cultures and societies before the rise of monitory democracy in other regions (Keane 2008). The difference between monitory democracy and other existing forms of democracy lies in the systems being used to manipulate or create power. Monitory democracy uses fields within the government and the civil society rather than the previous direct systems of domination of empires, states and business (Keane 2008).  
What type is the UK? Is it a democracy at all? 
The UK is a democratic state following under a monitory and representative democratic order in which representatives are elected to control the country, but the UK also has representatives within a more local setting speaking for a county of views throughout.  The UK government has an electoral representative government which is elected on a manifesto of acting to improve the lives of their constituents, they also must face re-election which encourages them to appeal to public opinions. This is not always the case though (Guerrero 2014).  Before a government can be formed the possible Prime Minster must ask the Monarchy before they can do so. 
 The UK has assemblies in Wales and Scotland with First Minsters who are the heads of the government rather than a Prime Minster as in England. The UK Government is made up of representatives which include Members of Parliament (MPS), Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) Constituently the UK’s government is the monarch’s government with the King/Queen positioned as the head of state with only being allowed to pass laws as legislation is passed through Parliament , but legislation is not passed through without the head of state’s approval.
In August of 2019 the government made the decision to prorogue or suspend Parliament between 9th and 12th September, but Parliament was suspended 10th and 24th September. Opposition to the Prime minster Boris Johnson’s decision to prorogue parliament deemed the act to be unconstitutional and a controversial act to have been done by the Prime Minster. In early September the judges of the High Court of Justice and Outer House of the Court Session ruled that the suspension of parliament was a political decision which was then presented to the Scotland’s supreme civil court where it was ruled that the practice was unlawful and justiciable (Davis, 2019). The aspects of proroguing parliament highlight that the UK must be partially a democratic state because of the mechanisms that are in place to curb excessive prime ministerial powers.
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The current government uses an electoral  process called  ‘First past the post’ which means that whichever candidate running in elections as the constituent’s representative wins but there are ‘wasted’ votes as the candidate does not need a maximum of votes, they just need to beat their competitor. For example, if 5 people ran for a constituency with 100 people voting, candidate 1 receives 21 votes, another 3 receives 20 and candidate 5 receives 19 votes, this results in candidate 1 winning the vote. However; 79 other voters chose one of the other 4 candidates even though the winning candidate has won, to become the new MP for a constituency, the other 79 voters did not choose to have candidate in power. Therefore, the system of government does not completely follow the definition of a democracy because if only 21 people voted out of 100 voters for the winning candidate then some of the voters will not listen to the current candidate as they had chosen not to vote for them. It is clearly not a democratically elected representative if only parts of the constituency are having their views heard (Channel 4 News 2019). 
Even though the system of first past the post calculating the number of votes for each member within a constituency, there are other places throughout the UK which do not use that system. The Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly, and London Assembly use a proportional voting system, whereas the Northern Ireland assembly uses a single transferrable vote.  During the 1920’s a negative aspect to proportional representation emerged in the Weimar government, even though the government had positive outcomes for its time which include voting for all women and men. However, there were some flaws that the proportional representative system did not consider, in that the election that there would be vast amount of smaller parties running which decreased the majority for one party to win the election. A series of coalition governments were therefore established and the result of this was moderately negative, take suspicion from members of the public who did not have confidence in their representatives (History.com 2020). 
Current crisis: Pandemic Covid-19 
Due to our current crisis of the pandemic Covid-19 , democracy itself has not acknowledged the presence of a global virus and even though the government and its representatives were urged to stay inside democracy was not paused and debates occurred against the current Prime Minsters role as the representatives for the population.  When reviewing John Keane’s book Life and Death of Democracy, Niels Hegewisch states ‘In order to prove the historical necessity of western democracy, it ignores the devasting effects of economic crises, terrorism, imperialism or public disaffection with politics for the life of politics’’ which should include pandemics or epidemics because views of the UK’s parliamentary figures has changed dramatically since the beginning of the pandemic when the current Prime Minster of UK forced upon a lockdown of the whole United Kingdom. Recent allegations have been directed at the Chief Advisor to the government who was seen more than 200 miles away (BBC 2020) from home with the suspected Covid-19 virus, the public have been shocked and infuriated with the decision amidst the current crisis. The whole premise of democracy in the United Kingdom is based upon the idea that, the people are represented by elected individuals, that are speaking for them and their community. This is not the case with the absurd behaviour seen from an integral member of the parliamentary team, who acted in a hypocritical and insensitive manner by travelling. The view of the current Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, is that by not removing his current chief advisor Dominic Cummings from office, that he himself is unfit for office and lacks the confidence and trust of the general public in him as a Prime Minister. 
Conclusion
The UK is not a completely democratic state, but through one definition of democracy which is ‘A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of state, typically through elected representation/representatives’ (Lexico 2020), the UK has aspects of democracy in the government and the leading of government.  Describing the UK as a completely democratic state is not realistic, due to a variety of issues, some of which have been revealed by the emergence and spread of the COVID-19 Virus which has not disappeared despite the government's decision to reduce lockdown restrictions upon England (BBC NEWS 2020). Gradually Wales has reduced some of the lockdown regulations, and Scotland has also introduced the relaxing of lockdown measures. In terms of democracy the lockdown restrictions present a different perspective of the government, rather than it appearing as a representative it now appears to be a monitory government, with the control over the nation by enforcing quarantine throughout the country it shows the power that the government have over its people even when a vast amount did and will ignore these rules.
 Even though the current Conservative government had most voter numbers in both the 2017 and 2019 elections, a vast amount of people voted for a Labour government. Due to the voting system there were not enough voters who had voted for Labour, in order for the votes to be counted, even though when viewing the amount each party had, they had each enough votes to possibly become a coalition government. 
To be called a democratic state the representatives must be equal to what the people who are voting want. However, in the UK the candidates are not looking for the number of votes but rather whether they can win against their opposing candidate which is not how a democracy should work. Serving the needs or views of the people (the many) who they are representing is not always placed as the main point of running, this is an informed perspective viewing the way that the current government has worked in previous elections and the reaction to the current difficulties that have placed a large amount of stress upon the world and nation (2019, Election results BBC NEWS 2020).
There has been a lot of misplaced trust in the current Conservative government. With their responses to the NHS and their mistreatment of staff by the government, there are a lot of alternative viewpoints. For example, staff have been overworked and around 40 per cent have been absent from work due to being ill and they are the ones who do not agree with the way that the current government are acting. This is quite contradictory to the definition of representative democracy or democracy because members of the public place a vote of confidence in their MP, to speak for their views, but the UK government has not shown support for NHS which provides vital help with healthcare for free. Even though in the beginning of campaigning, candidates’ views fluctuate between different ideas and this does not present a strong candidate as with the continuation of the mistreatment of NHS Staff and constant pressure being directed at the government to improve the standards of NHS Staff which has seen no current change (West, 2019). 
The process by which the UK counts the votes for candidate is not perceived and understood as a democracy because not all the voters are having their ideas and beliefs heard. A flawed yet remarkable attempt at democracy is the Weimar government in Germany during the 1920’s where they had a multiple of smaller governments that ran together in coalition, although there are obvious flaws in having so many governments and ideas running injunction together. An example is that there was more focus on the representation than the actual political progress with no structure being placed upon an already unstable government. This system does appear to more of democratic system in terms of an individual citizen’s political representation. In antithesis to the current system of government, the Labour Party has significantly a larger number of votes in comparison to the Conservative Party (2019 Election results, BBC NEWS 2020). The Conservative Party has more people voting in individual constituencies rather than the overall vote which means that they will win the overall vote, and this does not appear to be a democratic system because many people have voted for the opposing team rather than the winning team, and in aspects the UK voting system does not appear fair because in the 2019 December election the Labour party had the majority of seats as a whole but because the Conservatives had more constituencies  it resulted in their win. 
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