A written assignment critically evaluating how Assessment for Learning can be utilised in a series of learning opportunities to aid progression across chosen areas of learning and experience.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The word count for this assignment is 4,000 words.
This assignment requires you to critically evaluate the planned use of Assessment for Learning to support pupil progression in a series of THREE learning episodes that develop children’s skills and understanding across THREE identified AoLEs. This will include, choosing a theme for the context of the learning, planning the THREE learning episodes using the Athrofa’s lesson plan template, examining and justifying your planning decisions in light of the current literature and research, with a particular focus on the Assessment for Learning strategies utilised throughout and then critically evaluating their effectiveness to aid pupil progression in THREE chosen AoLEs. 
This should include: 
· Reference to academic reading and an understanding of pedagogical choices to aid the teaching and learning; 
· Examples of creative and innovative practice; 
· Considered opportunities for Assessment for Learning which will inform practice and ensure progress. 
Essential Reading 
This assignment requires that you demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the new curriculum requirements and developments in Wales and that you understand the principles and practice of Assessment for Learning. You are also required to show knowledge of pupil progression. Readings have been provided on Moodle and supplemented by session tutors. You must also use other readings that you identify independently displaying an ability to go beyond the given content in the module. 
Assignment Structure 
This section provides a suggested structure for your assignment although please note that it is guidance only; you should therefore not allow the guidance to limit your writing. Throughout the assignment, it is essential that you support all aspects of your discussion and critical evaluation from wide and deep background reading. Avoid making claims without supporting them from research.
Introduction (approx. 750 words)
This section has some distinct elements.  Firstly, you should show your understanding of what you will discuss. Briefly outline what you will be examining in the assignment and why. Ensure that the reader fully understands the purpose of the assignment and why it is important. You should also provide an outline of the class or group of learners for whom your lessons are intended. You can draw upon your existing knowledge of classes you might have worked with, but you can simply outline an imagined group of learners for whom you will plan this series of lessons. What is important is that you demonstrate your awareness of the sorts of learning experiences and progression that would be suitable for that group. You may decide to include pupils who have ALN and who are MAT for example and plan for these children’s development also. The information provided in this section about your selected group of learners should include details such as their age/year; previous learning; where these lessons fit within an overall scheme of work and any particular aspects of the AoLE that you want the learners to be focused on. In this section, you should also outline your three chosen AoLEs and provide some information about each of them. It would be beneficial to include an awareness of the importance of pupil progression. 
Literature Review (approx. 1,000 words)
 The literature provides the background context for the discussion of your lessons. You should demonstrate that you understand the key ideas, background research, approaches and concepts associated with Assessment for Learning. In this section, you should also discuss key aspects of Assessment for Learning and identify in a structured way not only the importance of AfL but it’s role in aiding pupil progression. What evidence in literature support this view? Does anyone disagrees with aspects of Assessment for Learning? The Literature review can address some key questions relating to AfL and might include an informed supported overview of the key principles of AfL. You should examine how AfL can be used to progress learners’ understanding, skills or experiences, as well as how you, as a teacher, could use AfL in your planning to facilitate this. In this section, remember to use tentative language and try to explore and discuss ideas rather than simply describe. This section should also include an overview of AfL in the context of the Donaldson curriculum.  This might include the ‘What Matters’ statements for your AoLEs, as well as the Progression Steps.
Discussion of lesson planning decisions (approx. 1,850 words) 
In this section, you will need to discuss your plans for each of the three AoLEs you have selected as the focus for your group of learners. Introduce your chosen AoLEs and give a brief rationale for your choices. For each of your selected AoLEs, you should explain the aspect of the AoLE that you decided to plan for, along with an explanation of the elements of your learners’ skills, knowledge or experiences you want to see progress on the learning episode. You might, for example, have chosen to focus on LLC as one of your AoLEs and focused specifically on developing learners’ descriptive writing. Provide an informed account of the decision-making that helped you plan your learning episode and make explicit references to literature to support your decisions. It is also in this section that you examine in detail the AfL approaches you have selected to aid the teaching and learning of each Learning episode. Justify why you have chosen a certain strategy at a certain point in the lesson, who agrees? What are the benefits of each approach? What are the aspects to be cautious with? Does anyone disagree with you choice of AfL strategy? This section might include a discussion of resourcing decisions, grouping, teacher-support, questioning, pair-work, task setting, any differentiated materials and so on. Again it is important that you are able to support your pedagogical choices from wide and deep research. (You should include plans for each learning episode in your appendices for this assignment.)
Conclusion (approx. 400 words)
In this section, you should discuss the process of planning your episodes using AfL as an explicit feature. This should include an explanation of the benefits you could see in the process, as well as any possible limitations or questions you might have. It is here that you may wish to make further recommendations for the use of AfL in the classroom and across the school. This conclusion should be drawn form you discussion of the literature and your lessons. 
Appendices (This section does NOT count towards your word count.)
Place your THREE lesson / session plans here. Ensure that you use the current Athrofa lesson / session plan

