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Introduction

Origins of Islamic law is a subject entry of Islamic encyclopaedia and a field of research filled with limitations. Two problems are most likely to proceed with researching in this field; first of it is the datable security of the scarcity of referencing materials of a certain formative period; second is the problem of reasoning from the side of the scholars from whom the inquiring is made. The origins in the subject of discussion is conclusively modern, established circa 19th century of the orientalism of Europeans taking into account most of its assumptions. These terms of inquiry of the origins result to exclusion and limitation out of the outset despite having the tendency to preclude indigenous generation and reproduction, and also to minimise or dismiss exceedingly cultural inheritance of complex patterns. The relative coined word ‘Islamic law’ appears over in a rich excess of normative opinions, practices and systems. Despite the problems, the coined word ‘Islamic law’ still evolved amidst critics and excessive sophisticated methodologies resulting to a fruitful and highest degree of constructive field of research.

Origin of the early sources of Shari’ah
To study the origin of Islamic law, there is the need to start from the source which is the era of prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him). However, it must not be forgotten to mention that the origin of Islamic Shari’ah is otherwise referred to as enigmatic.  With the examination of the traditional historical background of Islam in consideration with other sources that are non-Islamic during the same period of time, yet the true origins of Islamic law turned out to be difficult to comprehend.

According to the history of Islam, the angel of revelation “Gabriel” visited the holy prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) in the year 610 CE. It was noted by the traditional scholars that within the period of 610 and 632 CE, prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) was in the period receiving revelations from Allah which was later compiled into a whole book called Al - Qur’an and upon it formed the Islamic empire in the Arab region. Thus, at the time of the death of the holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) in the 632 CE, Islam has already been established on two major primary sources of law which were institutionalized on the empire. 

The first source is the Qur’an and the second source is the Sunnah. The existing Al – Qur’an known as the book of guidance for the Muslims is compiled upon one hundred and fourteen chapters ‘114 surahs’, comprising a total of six thousand two hundred and thirty-six verses ‘6236 ayah’. The Qur’anic verses highlights the angelic men of God and their deeds during their life time people like Noah, Moses, Issa ‘Jesus’ etc.

The second source is the Sunnah, Sunnah is also a scared guide to human’s life, it analyses how to live a better life using Prophets Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) as a role model. Sunnah is the saying, the deeds and the tacit consent of the holy prophet. Sunnah is understood to interpret the Qur’an. Therefore, Qur’an describes the general rulings of law while Sunnah elaborates on the detail explanation of briefing and ambiguous rules of the Qur’an. There are methodologies by which jurists deduce rulings from the source. These will be mentioned in entry two of this writing.

Reference:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kamali, M. (1996). Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence. Islamic Text Society, Cambridge
  


1


