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Outline of Chosen Rural Business

The rural enterprise on which I have based my assignment on is a farm next door and called 
Coomb Farm and located between the villages of Llangynog and Llanybri .  Off road between 
St.Clears and Llansteffan and just two and a half miles from Llansteffan therefore near the 
coast and tends  to have very high strong winds and abundance of water.  It is prime 
agricultural land which is extremely difficult to handle and sometimes prone to subsidence.  
The holding consists of five farms altogether totalling 1400 acres and is now for sale for the 
original figure of £17,000,000 (seventeen million pounds) , has now dropped to £15,000,000 
(fifteen million pounds).  The farmer was offered £11,000,000 by a German landowner but 
the farmer declined because of the implications of BREXIT and extremely narrow country 
lanes as access to the farms and the weight of extremely large milk tankers to collect the 
milk produced from 900 milking cows.  The milking is done three times in every twenty four 
hours.    

The other farms are based four miles away and the land is used to grow silage and 
maize, as fodder.  The farmhouses on other farms have been sold off to private buyers and 
outbuildings house calves, heifers.  The animals are kept indoors from the day they were born 
to the day they finish producing milk.   The original farmhouse has been extended massively 
and next to main farmhouse next to this was the large laundry house that serviced the 
Dowager and gardeners cottage and sixteen bedroom Mansion House and are now privately 
owned separate from the farm.  The laundry house has been living quarters for the eleven 
staff they employ on the farm, this could be referred to as servants quarters or Housekeeper’s 
wing.  Back in Victorian times the farm was called Coomb Home Farm.   The complete set 
up seems to be set in concrete  which brings about its own implications and does not 
contribute to improving the environment.  All the developments and improvements done on 
the holdings was encouraged from the EEC/European Union but as  UK are exiting from the 
European Union, the Government of the day are helping large farming enterprises at the cost 
of the small farm holdings.

Agricultural Land Classification  -  They are currently experiencing intermittent technical 
issues.  These may affect access to the Predictive ALC Map on-line viewer.  They apologise 
for any inconvenience caused by this issue.  They are working  towards a quick resolution  
and should be back within the next couple of weeks.  In the mean time you can contact them 
if you need ALC  information urgently.

Land is categorised into one of the following grades:
· Grade 1 :  excellent quality agricultural land
· Grade 2 :  good quality agricultural land
· Grade 3 :  good to moderate quality agricultural land
· Grade 3b: moderate quality agricultural land 
· Grade 4 :  poor quality agricultural land
· Grade 5 :  very poor quality agricultural land
Planning policy defines grades 1 to 3a  as the ‘best and most versatile’ agricultural land 
(Coomb Farm).  This is about 7% of the land in Wales.  Planning applications and local 
development plans should include survey evidence when they cover grade 1, 2 or 3a land. 
What is the online viewer for?
The online viewer is used to inform planning authorities, estate agents/valuers and the public 
of the predictive  quality of agricultural land in Wales .
Version 2 of the Predictive Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Map represents the first significant update since its launch in 2017.  The developments are focused on 2 specific areas – inclusion of detailed soil series data were available and an updated ALC survey layer.
Background Soil Data:
Where more detailed mapped soil series  information is available, it now replaces the 1 :  
250,000 national  soil  map.  This represents approximately 50% of Wales’ surface are with a 
focus on lowland areas and parts of the Brecon Beacons.  The details mapping includes scales 
of 1 : 25,000;  1 : 50,000; and ,  1 : 63,000.  Where more detailed mapping is available, soil 
series phases have been included for shallow and rocky areas.

Where evidence is available, the properties of some soil series have been amended.  This is 
result of survey work, auger samples, wetness class changes, surveyor knowledge, and 
recognised mistakes in the mapping digitisation/transcription process.

ALC Survey Layer:
Survey commissioned , validated and accepted by Welsh Government since 2017 have been 
added.
The Welsh Government survey layer has been updated for surveys commissioned between 
1988 and 2017 following a comprehensive file scanning exercise.

Predictive Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) Map
The predictive ALC Map also allows users to view other predictive  information, including 
ALC grades by individual limitation according to climate, soil depth, droughtiness, rock 
outcrop, wind exposure, topsoil stone, gradient, workability and wetness, and experience of 
the surveyor.  It does not take account of agricultural flood criteria, frost or  chemical 
limitation.  Work is ongoing to refine the map and develop national flood and frost 
information, disposal of slurry (this is dealt with Natural Resources Wales, DEFRA 
(Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) and various other agents and farming 
unions.  These are to be updated and incorporated in the very near future.
Surveys include those completed by the Welsh Government, the Welsh Office Agricultural  
Department, ADAS Statutory and Commercial Organisations.
All surveys have been completed in accordance with the Revised Guidelines and Criteria for 
Grading the quality of Agricultural Land (MAFF 1988).  Survey reports can be requested 
From Land Quality Advice Service  using the survey reference number.  

Planning policy  and guidance :  green infrastructure and Planning policy  and guidance  :  
rural economy.
Agricultural land classification: predictive map
 Use this map to help decide whether land is good quality and subject to more planning 
Controls.
Agricultural land classification :  predictive map guidance
Helps planning authorities, developers, surveyors and land use manager work with 
agricultural land, estate agents.
Agricultural land classification :   FAQ
Describes how the quality of farmland is graded and what this grade means for landowners.

Agricultural land classification : soil data digitisation report
 This project included scanning and assessment of unpublished soil data held by the Welsh 
Assembly Government.  Part of the Capability, Sustainability and Climate programme:  2012 
study  report.
The study revisits the outputs of the 2012  SP1104 study using new date.

The information I have provided is what the farmer and the German buyer plus the estate 
Agent followed when evaluating the land and building and possibly the animals and their 
reasons for not making a sale.  

What impact does farming have on the environment:
There are a number of negative impacts  of modern day farming practices has on the 
environment, that are very serious and are associated with pesticides, nitrogen compounds, 
farm livestock wastes and soil erosion, habitat and food for our wildlife ush as wild flowers.  
It is important that management techniques and systems are to be developed to reduce 
detrimental environmental impacts that is associated with agriculture.   When keeping dairy 
cows all year round they develop  nutritional value of essential vitamins like Vitamin D.  
How and where do you dispose of slurry and other waste matter without congestion on the 
roads .  Carbon footprint increases with massive machinery endangering life of other road 
users.  Others include pollution and degradation of soil, water, and air.   Agriculture can 
positively impact the environment, such as trapping greenhouse gases within crops and soils, 
or mitigating flood risks through adopting new farming practices and reducing number of 
stock being kept.  The main challenge for the agricultural industry is to meet the increasing 
demand to feed the global population whilst at the same time preserving natural resources for 
future generations. 
In recent years there are encouraging signs of the agriculture industry is capable to meeting 
its environmental  challenges  but I am afraid my neighbours farm has not risen to this 
challenge together with other large farms and importing massive amount of feed stuffs for 
their animals.  Improvements have been made in the use and management of nutrients, 
pesticides, energy and water. Using less of these inputs per unit of land.   Using biomass boilers to clean milking parlours and heating the office suite and farm house.  Ground source 
heating can be installed and there are financial help to be had through Agriscope,  Farming 
connect, Business Wales.
Good progress has been made by farmer by adopting more environmentally beneficial 
practices, such as conservation tillage, improved manure storage, or soil nutrient testing.  In 
addition to these there is a policy challenge to ensure global food security  to a growing 
population while at the same time we need to improve environmental  performance .   There 
is a need to improve environmental and resource productivity, improve land management 
practices, minimising pollution discharges, curtailing damage to biodiversity.   Strengthen 
policies that avoid the use of production and input subsidies that seem to damage the 
environment.
In order to improve sustainability of agriculture by some of the following recommendations 
such as pop-up dairy kiosks selling milk off the farm gate and providing flavoured 
milkshakes and bring your own carrying utensils.  Other challenges facing the 
farming/agriculture industry are how to manage water issues for agriculture, how to deal with 
climate change these are all natural resources that are taken for granted  until they become in 
short supply.    Another challenge is how they go about preserving biodiversity and manage 
ecosystem services in relation to agriculture.
Impact of climate change will affect production and it varies immensely throughout the UK 
and you have to adapt to the changing pattern of time.  Your crops can all be spoilt by heavy 
rain or strong winds or even floods.  The pandemic has shown all of us how fragile our 
infrastructure and the economy.  Climate change affects production through changing rainfall 
patterns,  increased evaporative demand and reduced availability of water for irrigation all 
threaten agriculture production.  Supply of water is already under pressure specially on farms 
and rather erratic at times and especially on a farm such as Coomb Farm and so many 
animals that require loads of water.

Why is farming bad for the Environment?
I would classify Coomb  Farm as factory farming which goes against the current trend in 
farming .  The following are the reasons:  it intensifies climate change; vast volumes of 
greenhouse gases are released into the atmosphere; releases vast amounts of carbon dioxide 
and methane;  poses a big threat to the planet and inhabitants.  Factory  farming endangers the 
natural world, threatening the survival of many animals and plants.    It is not just farm 
animals who suffer.  Wild animal and plant species are threatened by the fragmented and 
inhospitable environments created by intense agriculture.  As human beings we depend on the 
health of eco systems for our general well-being  -  they provide our food, our water, even the 
air that we breath .

Social	  -  Country Living
Living through this pandemic and in lockdown is no different to living in rural areas far away 
from you neighbours and friends and in self-isolation.   Living on a farm is isolating and 
brings on many issues of mental health because you ten to over think and day dream if you 
are creative.  The NFYFC has highlighted the need to keep in touch through multi media 
platforms.   My old Young Farmers Club of Pontsian arranged an evening in Newcastle 
Emlyn whereby people throughout Dyfed were invited to meet people who suffered from 
loneliness    or lost people close to them through committing suicide.  There was no limit to 
who could attend and was a huge success.  The three members who had the initial idea were 
all graduates and one was doing his PhD but felt they had no one to talk to only meeting on 
club nights.    There is immense pressure on people living in the countryside to keep the 
finances flowing/cashflow in good order.
Tir Dewi was formed in response to growing and serious need for someone to help farmers of 
West Wales in difficult times.  Rev Canon Eileen Davies and Bishop Wyn (now retired).   Tir 
Dewi is Farm Support charity, helping  farmers across Wales.  They provide a Freephone 
Helpline and on-farm support service.  They will work with you to understand, prioritise and 
solve your problems however they can.  Tir Dewi is non denominational charity working for 
the benefit of those that are in need of a listening ear and to provide a hand of direction to 
those within the agricultural  industry who are finding modern day demands challenging.  
Staffed by volunteers trained in listening and seeking the best course of action and the 
appropriate people to help with the different need that arise.  The specific role of Tir Dewi is 
to be confidential  listening ear, ready and able to help farmers in difficult times, 
sympathetically offering direction to aim to solve the problems facing each individual 
farming family. 

Finance and Support
Farming help  -  The Farming Help partnership is a collaboration between the Addington 
Fund, The Farming Community Network, R.A.B.I., 	R.S.A.B.I and Forage Aid and is 
supported by The Prince’s Countryside Fund.
The Farming Help Charities are working together to support the Farming Community during 
the current Coronavirus (Covid-19)outbreak.
They recognise that this could be an anxious time for many farmers and farming families  and periods of poor health or  self-isolation may result in temporary practical difficulties on farm.
Utilising the  Farming Helpline (operated by FCN) and respective or organisations/volunteer networks, they can offer the following local support.  Get in touch if you:
· Feel concerned or anxious and would like to talk to someone who understands farming , will listen to you and help you think through your options
· Would like to help to draft a contingency plan to ensure you and your farm are prepared, should you be unable to work for a time. 
· If you or people you rely on become ill or are self-isolating and you need to find help locally- we will endeavour to find support  for you in your local area.  We will source contact details of local organisations and groups who may be able to assist you in finding help to feed livestock, collect shopping or collect prescriptions if you are unable to do so.  This directory will be revised and updated in the coming weeks and months.
This initiative is in conjunction with The National Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs, The National Farmers’ Union, and the NFU Mutual Charitable Trust.

The Addington Fund – is a truly unique charity that helps farmers ;in severe financial difficulty.
They invest in property and let at a cheaper rate, providing homes for retiring farmers or farmers who have to leave their tenancy.
They also provide feed and forage to those who have insufficient supplies due to natural disaster, bad weather or even just a case of bad luck.

The Farming Community Network – (FCN) is a voluntary organisation that supports farmers and families within the farming community through difficult times.
FCN runs a confidential national helpline and e-helpline, which is open every day of the year from 7am-11pm, and has approximately  400 volunteers located throughout England and Wales
These volunteers provide free, confidential , pastoral and practical support to anyone who seeks help,, regardless  of whether the issue is personal, family or business -related.

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution - helps farming people of all ages who are on low incomes and have few savings.
Support includes one-off and regular grants, the provision of essential household and specialist equipment.
For working farmers, RABI may fund relief farm staff and training  to increase off-farm income.  For farmers/farmworkers and their dependents who are retired, or those no longer working due to long-term health conditions, we can pay towards care home, home-help and other costs.

Additional local contacts and groups can be found on the Get Support
Page on FarmWell

Or via the National Directory of Rural Support Groups.
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