
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question: What are the most important factors in raising a bilingual child?

Stern (1983) stated “perfect, full, or equal command in two languages is extremely rare. The command of both languages is hardly ever balanced; it displays a certain ‘dominance configuration’ … it becomes impossible to draw a line of clear demarcation between ‘knowing a second language’ and ‘being bilingual’. Consequently, ‘bilingualism’ has tended to be more broadly defined so that any proficiency level in more than one language can be referred to as bilingualism.” When it comes to bilingualism, more attention is paid to bilingual education. Bilingual education emphasizes the use of a second language or a foreign language in schools to teach various subjects. Bilingual upbringing refers to the use of mother tongue and foreign language in the daily communication between one or both parents from the birth of the child or the infancy, so that the child can unconsciously acquire a foreign language in a natural environment. 
Successful cases of bilingual upbringing give encouragement to bilingual parents to attempt bilingual upbringing in a foreign language. An acquaintance of the factors affecting bilingual upbringing can help parents understand their role in the process of bilingual upbringing. With the popularity of bilingual upbringing in the world, many parents of bilingual families, especially English teachers in colleges and universities, as well as language workers engaged in foreign trade in China also began to try bilingual upbringing in their families. However, bilingual upbringing in China has been questioned, and many problems and difficulties have appeared. In the macro context of a language, it is necessary for parents to preserve the principle of language input. With a reasonable choice of language resources, parents should help to maximize the input amount of the second language. At the same time, parents should follow the general rules of children’s language and cognitive development in the process of bilingual upbringing.
 
Factors in raising a bilingual child
[bookmark: _Hlk35982332]There are several factors that might affect the upbringing of a bilingual child. In his book Living Languages: Multilingualism Across the Lifespan (2008), Tracey Tokuhama-Espinosa proposes ten key factors in raising multilingual children, including aptitude, timing, motivation, strategy, consistency, opportunity, the linguistic relationship between the languages, siblings, gender and hand-use. According to Baker (2014), instead of grammar, vocabulary and basic skills of two language learning, “the most important factor in raising a bilingual child is to make their language development a pleasure, a positive and enjoyable experience.” In this way, children have to be encouraged to establish a positive attitude towards their two languages. Besides, in the early years of bilingual upbringing, minority language has to be amplified over the majority language. Another important factor in raising a bilingual child noted by Baker is “the language surrounds language.” He compared parents in bilingual families to gardeners who attempt to offer appropriate family environments for children’s language development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35983094]Many researchers identified the significant role of the language environment of family. Pearson (2008) holds that to establish a bilingual environment, factors affecting whether the child becomes bilingual should be paid attention to by parents or future parents. De Houwer(1998) focuses on the role of parental beliefs and attitudes in terms of environmental factors in early bilingual development. Michael Lee, etc. (2015) examines factors influencing decisions of parental preferences and proposed the strategies used to promote bilingualism in raising Spanish/English bilingual children. 
By definition, language environment refers to the natural and fixed situation of language life in a specific region under the influence of different cultural factors. In short, it refers to the usage and basic appearance of language and characters in a specific region. For bilingual learners, their language acquisition environment includes not only the native language expression of their parents and family members but also the language and non-verbal feedback expressed by the learners themselves. However, the language competence of bilingual learners is formed in the process of continuous practice and application. To promote and strengthen the language competence of children, it is necessary for parents and their original families to create a good expression and response mechanism and to build a positive and harmonious bilingual education and learning environment for them. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35799509]ⅰ. Objective factors
Besides the external and internal language factors, family language environment is also influenced by the age scale of parents, family cultural atmosphere, financial conditions and other objective factors. 
First, the age scale of the parents. From different perspectives, the age scale of family members has a great impact on the bilingual upbringing. Specifically, from the perspective of educational sociology, the age scale of the population directly determines the structural change of the educational ecosystem. From the perspective of the family itself, in the specific ‘young’ family, the proportion of preschool children’s educated parents is significantly higher than that of ‘middle-aged’ and ‘old-age’ families. Moreover, almost all of their children have received school education in young type families, and the proportion is relatively high compared with other families (Wang&Sun, 2009).
Second, the educational background of the parents. According to Li (2006), the educational background of the parents determines the intelligence of the children to a certain extent and presents a positive promotion with the growth of age. At the same time, the language and cultural environment of the original family as well as the cultural literacy of the parents are more or less deciding the correct understanding to the status and role of bilingual education for children, and also determining the construction of family language environment. Generally speaking, a positive and harmonious family environment and higher cultural literacy of the parents are conducive to building a more healthy and open language environment.
Third, the financial condition of the family. In short, the more the family earns, the more parents tend to invest in children’s education, which is more conducive to a bilingual family environment. On the contrary, for families with relatively less income, the investment in children’s education is relatively small, and so is the possibility of building a bilingual environment.
Fourth, the second language proficiency of the parents. In general, parents’ second language proficiency will directly determine the construction of the second language environment of the family, and at the same time affect the situation of the second language education and guidance for children. In addition, the pronunciation of the second language of parents also has a great influence on the bilingual education of children. The correct pronunciation will contribute to the accuracy of the pronunciation of children. To create a bilingual education environment in the family can produce an immersion language environment and help children acquire two languages at the same time.
ⅱ. Subjective factors
Family bilingual education is also affected by some subjective factors. One of the important reasons for the success of bilingual education experiment in Canada is the great support of parents for bilingual education. Most parents’ bilingual backgrounds also set up a model for their children in language learning. Those parents, most of whom have a high level of bilingual foundation and competence, attach great importance to bilingual education of their children and give great support in all aspects. A good bilingual family atmosphere and learning environment set a very good model for students. It is not difficult to see that the higher the bilingual competence of both parents of the original family is, the greater the role they play in the bilingual education of their children. However, if the parents do not have relatively professional and complete bilingual knowledge and oral ability, and they cannot bring positive educational effects to the children, they need to strengthen their attention to children’s learning and supervision if they want to lay a good bilingual foundation for their children.
First of all, family education investment will largely determine children’s language development. Family education investment refers to the energy or material resources invested by parents or elders for the development of their children and other young people. According to Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s theory, the material condition and physical environment of the family have an important influence on children’s development. According to Home Observation for Measurement of the Environment, parents use books, games, intellectual toys and other tools to teach children to recognize all kinds of animals for language stimulation. Increasing investment in education and improving the environmental conditions of families help promote children’s language competence, which shows that the quality of the family language environment plays a vital role in children’s language development. Therefore, if parents want to further their children’s bilingual learning competence, they can start from increasing the investment in family education and then actively improve the family language and cultural environment, so as to provide support for the development and strengthening of children’s language competence.
Secondly, parents’ expectation and acceptance of bilingual education determine the effect of bilingual education for children to a great extent. In general, parents with higher expectation and acceptance of bilingual education are more willing to make greater efforts to family education and education investment. Although some families who are restricted by subjective factors such as financial conditions or academic qualifications have relatively low expectations of bilingual education, they hold a positive attitude towards their children’s bilingual education. Generally speaking, parents’ expectations are in direct proportion to their children’s motivation. The higher the parents’ expectations, the more incentive effect they receive, and the corresponding self-confidence will be greatly improved, which is conducive to improving the efficiency and quality of bilingual learning.
Finally, parents’ positive attitude for children’s bilingual education is also very important for improving children’s language competence. At present, many parents are supportive of their children’s bilingual education, and they are willing to pay more time, energy and money to create better living conditions and language environment for their children. According to a survey conducted by Wang& Sun (2009), some parents offer multimedia devices to their children, hoping that they can provide them with a more professional language environment. Some parents are willing to take the time to strengthen the communication and learning with their children, while more parents are willing to help their children with the second language guidance for the knowledge they learned on that day. Due to the application and popularization of the computer, mobile intelligent devices, Internet TV and other technologies, children often learn more language knowledge in the process of watching related programs, At this time, what parents need to do is to guide and modify the children’s learning knowledge to ensure that they can acquire accurate language knowledge.

Raising a bilingual child in China
ⅰ. Status quo and difficulties of bilingual upbringing in China
In China, bilingual upbringing is on a rise in recent years. There are more and more parents adopting bilingual upbringing in their families, but they constitute a minority group compared with the total population of China. Although most of them have higher education, they still lack scientific theoretical guidance in bilingual upbringing. For example, they would like to ask: What is the optimal age for children to be exposed to the second language? How to guarantee enough language input for children? How to create a good language acquisition environment for children? How to solve the setbacks and difficulties encountered in the process of bilingual parenting? etc. Even some parents are skeptical of the effect of bilingual upbringing. Due to the lack of scientific theoretical guidance, many parents are easily discouraged in bilingual upbringing. Giving up halfway is not uncommon in bilingual families in China. 
Although the enthusiasm of learning English in China is still rising with the education department changing the time of offering English courses from the first year of junior high school to the third grade of primary school, English is only used in schools or workplaces and few people use English in family or community life most of the time. The lack of sufficient language input is another problem for bilingual upbringing families. Most of the bilingual families in China are workers. They can stay with their children for a very limited time every day. During the day, most of the children are brought by grandparents who hardly know English. Therefore, the language input of children is very limited. Although many parents will consciously communicate with their children in English after work and make up for the lack of language input in life through various ways, such as children’s English books, various recording materials and various video materials, the language input that many children receive is still insufficient to promote them to acquire the language. In China’s language environment, Chinese language occupies a dominant position. The lack of a good language environment is another disadvantage for Chinese children to acquire foreign languages. 
In China, many people do not have a deep understanding of bilingual upbringing, and many people doubt or even deny its effect. Most parents have the following concerns: first of all, they doubt whether children are able to accept two languages at the same time, that is, whether bilingual upbringing will lead to children’s confusion of two languages? Whether bilingual upbringing will affect children’s intellectual development? Second, most Chinese bilingual parents think that their foreign language level cannot guarantee the quantity and quality of language input required by children’s foreign language acquisition and thus deny bilingual upbringing. Such social negative attitudes have greatly hindered the development of bilingual education in China.
ⅱ. Suggestions for strategies of raising a bilingual child
First, parents should follow the general law of children’s cognitive development. Cognitive science believes that children’s language acquisition is not an instinctive and autonomous process, but a continuous interaction between children as the cognitive subject and the external environment. On the basis of cognitive development, language is acquired through selective imitation, implicit learning and other means. The development of cognitive ability is indispensable for the development of language ability. Under the principle of language input, parents in the bilingual family should follow the general rule of children’s cognitive development, that is, from concrete to abstract, from simple to complex. In the process of family bilingual upbringing, parents should try their best to ask questions, and constantly explain and repeat some words. Parents should appreciate that sometimes children would ask to watch a cartoon repeatedly or tell the same story. 
Second, parents should design language learning games at home. Game is an important means of language education. In the family language environment, parents can design games and interact with children. In the process of foreign language input, parents should pay attention to the cultivation of children’s interest in language, so that children naturally like to communicate with their parents. In the process of the game, parents participate in the whole process and constantly exchange roles with their children. On the one hand, it can increase the amount of language input and cultivate the children’s second language thinking ability; on the other hand, it can also enhance the parent-child relationship and make the language communication between parents and children more natural.
Third, parents should utilize and create natural language context reasonably. In the process of family bilingual upbringing, parents should maximize the amount of bilingual input of children, make full use of the natural context of activities with children, and create the natural context in combination with the actual situation. The more contact with the external language environment, the more language input children receive and the faster children understand language. At this time, parents should use various occasions to communicate with children in a foreign language. For example, children can buy clothes in the store, go to the hospital to see a doctor, have dinner in the hotel and engage in some real language scenes such as the railway station and airport. children can also watch more films in a foreign language to make the expression more authentic and ensure the authenticity of bilingual use.
Fourth, parents should pay attention to the accumulation of cultural knowledge. Language is the carrier of culture, and the accumulation of cultural knowledge is the basis of language learning. While using the original foreign books and video resources, parents should also give consideration to the explanation of cultural knowledge, and encourage children to communicate with foreign friends. At the same time, parents should not neglect the cultural transmission of mother tongue. They should try their best to achieve the balance and natural development of the two languages and cultures without cultural exclusion.
Despite the problems and difficulties of bilingual upbringing in China, bilingual upbringing is feasible in China. In theory, early childhood is the key period of bilingual upbringing. Bilingual upbringing can make full use of the powerful and flexible language acquisition mechanism of children’s brain to realize the natural acquisition of foreign languages without intellectual burden. Bilingual upbringing will not affect children’s first language acquisition, nor children’s intellectual development. The bilingual upbringing of children does not only foster children’s extraordinary language competence but also help to cultivate children’s thinking ability and their survival ability in a cross-cultural environment.
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