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The city-based Youth Offending Team (YOT) helps young adults 16 to 24 years to live   better, safer lives and free from crime, to enable them to contribute positively to their society (GOV.UK, 2022).

The report serves as a framework to illustrate possible causes on the behaviour of Mason Kabee, a 17-year-old youth offender to aid the YOT helped him changed his attitude towards drug relating crime/abuse and live a better life. Part 1 deals with Social Identity Theory (SIT) to establish possible causes of Mason’s ‘Sense of belonging’ leading to group affiliation using Henri Tajfel SIT. Part two will duel on the Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB) particularly the works of Ajzen (1991) drawing the possible link between Mason’s attitude and his behaviour.  Part three focuses on Frustration Aggression Hypothesis theory of () showing the possibility of how drug related abuse/use amongst youths could lead to frustration/aggression clues on Mason’s aggressive behaviour. Part four will draw conclusion based on the most important aspects of Mason’s behaviour to which the YOT should pay attention and giving recommendation for the way forward to help Mason live a meaningful drug free crime life.   
Logo (UWTSD, 2022).
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[bookmark: _Toc101129320]1.1:  Description 
SIT is about the individual's sense of belonging to certain social group and predicting emotional behaviour in relation to that social group (Hammack, 2016; Oxford dictionary, 2022). It originated from the works of Henri Tajfel (1972) in trying to understand his experience of social groupings during the second world war. Tajfel (1972), defines SIT as “the individual's knowledge that he/she belongs to certain social group(s) together with some emotional and significant value to the individual’s group members. The SIT was pushed forward by Turner (1982), and Hogan Abrams. Our self-concept which is the feelings, thoughts, and understandings of ourselves which is guided by our childhood experiences as stated by Freud (1979), shapes our behaviour as adults and have a great impact on who we associate ourselves with. This sense of belonging Will help us understand why people are more prejudice and stereotypical (Hogg and Vaughan 2018).

There are three main components of SIT:  
1. Social categorisation – How and where individuals group themselves based on the information and understanding they have about the group.  Whether we realised it or not, we all belong to a certain group giving us uniqueness as stated by Turner, (1982) such as muslin women, drug dealers, where we stand in a que/sit in class etc., 
2. Social Identification – Where individual categorises themselves with the group identity doing the same things their group members do such as talk/act like them, or wearing any symbolic item of that group, 
3. Social Comparison –Where individuals Form a positive self-concept based on the characteristics and status of the group such as you are either in the ‘In Group’ or the ‘Out Group’.  We compare our groups to other groups which may cause conflict. This is where we stereotype and prejudices – it is only our ‘In group that matters (Ajzen, 2012; Gross, 2015).
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1. Social Categorising: - Mason categorised himself with the well behave, policy and law abiders’ group of YOT in the prison.    
2. Social Identifying: – Mason held the YOT’s values, principles, and norms. Posing a positive-can-do attitude, going to college and being well discipline just like every other member of the group. He shows sense of belonging. 
3. Social Comparison – for Mason, the YOT’s well discipline, rule and policy abiding prisoners are his ‘In Group’ every other group is the ‘Out Group’. He could clash with the clash with the ‘Out Group because of their difference in values and principles. 

SIT is basically an individual’s self-esteem, needs and sense of belong which Mason found in the YOT In Group. It is important for the YOT to understand self-esteem/sense of belonging which every individual needs have a great impact on who one associates with   
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TPB is about the way the individual’s knowledge on deciding to engage in a particular behaviour such as drug dealing, predicted by their intension to do it as in the case of Mason (Oxford dictionary, 2022). TPB started with one component model of Thurston, (1928), of which an individual can either be positive or negative towards an object, person, activity, or situation. the two-component model of Allport (1935) follows suggesting that mental readiness must also be considered, and that the individual’s knowledge, experience and thought processes influences his/her positivity or negativity feelings towards an object, person, activity, or situation. Heider (1958), viewed individuals as being ‘naive psychologist in that they use common sense theory to judge other individuals’ behaviours object/situation//person/condition.  Ajzen (1991) developed three component models:
1. Attitude: consisting of the three elements of Attitude, Behaviour and Cognitive reasoning (ABC) towards an object, person, activity, or situation, e.g., ‘Drug Dealing as in the case of Mason.
2. Subjective Norm:  is having the support, know-how and influence towards drug dealing. 
3. Perceived Control: having access to drugs, finances to purchase it, and the known target clientele.  
The height (positivity/negativity) of these three factors feeds into the individuals Strong, Weak or Neutral Intension leading to impact on Behaviour to stop or carryon drug dealing. The stronger the ‘Intension, more likely that Mason will continue with drug dealing Behaviour, the weaker the intension, the less likely that he will continue with drug dealing (see fig 2), (Ajzen, 2012, pp.; Gross, 2020, pp. 363 -377).
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Possibly, Mason developed a positive Attitude towards Drug Dealing simple because of his believes and knowledge of drug dealing which could be stimulated by his gang members, childhood experiences or even movies stipulating drugs and crime with luxury and good life. A positive factor   











Subjective norms – Mason could be getting support/help from his ‘IN Group’ friends for drug dealing. And that the in group may be encouraging, manipulating, or threatening him to deal drugs. A positive factor  


Strong intention leads to continue the Behaviour of drug dealing  
 These three positive factors feed into his Intention, making it a Strong one  






Perceived Control - his drug crime gang group may make it easy for him to have access to drugs, finance to purchase it, as well as known target clientele. A positive factor.




	   	 	    




Fig 2 Mason’s drug dealing behaviour

In prison, he associated himself with the YOT, outside prison with his gang members, buttressing the fact that Mason is yawning for low self-esteem booster and sense of belonging which may be his gang members offers him. Also, time, access to both financial and material resources and manipulative aspect from his In Group could be the main contributing factors for his returning to his ‘Drug Relating Crime’ Group. We have seen the time lapse of 4 weeks before having any dialogue with him. It is therefore important  for the YOT to try and remove these factors by engaging Mason with more productive activities and making him involve in the decision-making activities that concerns him. Who knows, Mason could be more interested in being a professional footballer or other professional disciplines than what he is being offered. 
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FAH was developed by Dollard et al., (1939) who stated the hypothesis as frustration equals aggression in that if an individual is frustrated by an experience, he/she will be aggressive and vice vasa. There are so many definitions of FAH I prefer the Anderson and Bushman, (2002) described "aggression as being any behaviour directed to another person that is carried out with the immediate intent to cause ham".  In addition, any behaviour/action directed to another person or towards oneself that is carried out with the immediate intent to cause ham. Violence is a form of aggression, however, not all violence is aggressive.  Furthermore, studies revealed that if an induvial is frustrated by an object/situation condition and cannot express their frustration, they result to being aggressive as is the case of Mason aggressive behaviour towards the YOT. This is a phenomenon affecting youths in UK causing aggressive behaviours such as drug related crimes, gangs’ formations, drug misuse/abuse ending them up in prison or mental health treatment as studies revealed. From 2018 to 2021 an 9ncreas in drug related crime (Allen and Kirk-Wade, 2021; GOV.UK, 2020). An alarming effect causing the UK government to fund UK wide YOT to assist in this direction (see illustration below).
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Fig 3.1: 2020/2021 drug offences record showing 19% increase from 2019/2020, (Allen and Kirk-Wade, 2021, p16).
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Fig 3.2 statistics of drug related mental health treatment amongst youths in England and Wales (GOV.UK, 2022) 
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Mason aggressive behaviour towards the YOT during probation meeting “...he was verbally aggressive and storm out of the meeting room…” is a clue of his frustration (Anderson and Bushman, 2002). Possibly Mason is experiencing these frustration factors:
-under the influence of drugs
-Biological body changes 
-need to go for his supply/distribution of drug at that very moment
-frustrated and angry about the questioning
-YOT’S body language was provocative 
-his loss of confidence
-system failing him coupled with threats from ‘in group’ provoking his aggressive behaviour. 

An important aspect for the YOT to note is the effect drug abuse/misuse/related crimes plays on youths’ life causing unexplained frustration leading to aggressive behaviour. They need to change strategy by having a well-planned and organised activities such as more frequent friendly visits geared towards understanding Mason and enable the help and support needed.
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SIT is basically an individual’s self-esteem needs and sense of belong which Mason found in the YOT In Group whilst in prison and on the Drug Dealing Gang outside prison. It is important for the YOT to understand self-esteem/sense of belonging which the central aspect of SIT is what Mason needs and that it plays a great impact on who he associates with.   

We have seen the time lapse of 4 weeks before having any dialogue with him. It is therefore important for the YOT to try and remove these factors by engaging Mason with more productive activities and making him involve in the decision-making activities that concerns him. Who knows, Mason could be more interested in being a professional footballer or other professional disciplines than what he is being offered. 
.    
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