Sacred Geography:

Exploring Lily Dale

'l. i : ..__I _r-' gl .
; - (AT - PR

1t "
L s

Dr. Jack Hunter 2] Prifysgol Cymru S
Alister Hardy Religious Experience Research Centre, *4 i Dr:lnd::ﬂ_[lawl sant _ _1) {-h
Sophia Centre for the Study of Cosmology in Culture, University of Wales ey \'ég
University of Wales Trinity Saint David Trinity Saint David \ %ufc!mn@



e 7
il i W

MANIFESTING
Spirits s

An Anthropolog cal
Study of Mediumship
and the Paranarmal

JACK HUNTER



-SPECIAL

THE STRANGE TALE
TALKING MONGOOSE

OF ANV ExTRA

/

GEF

T 0 now -
|l | i) -_r..-H.u. _-n_..1_-_.l.-
By L

.H.r_JhH_ q.. TR S

b L

.

e AL

"

i v
=

o mT ql.l—'l.l'_a'_"-

h _r'_-.— - ﬁ'..‘._.

L EAEH ™

=

-




The Land




S i R i




THE WASHINGTON POST



Indigenous People

e Part of the traditional homelands
of the Ho-de-no-sau-nee-ga
(Haudenosaunee) and Erie
peoples.

* An alliance of six Indigenous
nations—the Mohawk, Oneida,

Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and
Tuscarora.

* Also known as the lroquols
Confederacy.
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Leolyn Woods

* A 10-acre tract of old growth forest on the
grounds of the community of Lily Dale.

* Contains some of the most accessible ver
old, large trees in the region, including
eastern white pine standing 135 feet tall.

» QOther species of big trees include northern
red oak, eastern hemlock, red maple, sugar
maple, cucumber magnolia, and black cherry.

e Some trees are estimated to range in age
from 200 to 400 years.
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Biodiversity = Psychodiversity
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 We had a number of extraordinary wildlife * A L gt

encounters - with Cicadas and their ethereal
sounds, small frogs known as ‘Peepers,’
Black Squirrels, Rabbits, Chipmunks, a Blue
Heron, a toad, a shake, Hummingbird Hawk
Moths, countless varieties of butterflies, and
even Fireflies, which glowed in golden bursts == Daranartal
as we sat out and chatted into the night. -

e Suggestion that high levels of bio/
psychodiversity might also be associated
with extraordinary experiences, as our
consciousness interacts with the abundance
of other forms of mind around us (see

ELI|TED BY

Hunter, 2019, 2023). JACK HUNTER
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The Town







Founding



Lily Dale |#i#
Community ]
Beach

Forest

e Lily Dale was incorporated in 1879 as
Cassadaga Lake Free Association, a
camp and meeting place for -
Spiritualists and Freethinkers.
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 Women’s suffrage campaigner Susan of ?
B. Anthony made the first of her _
several public appearances in Lily Dale -

In 1891
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 She spoke to an audience of 3,000
people in the amphitheater on that day. m
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Lilyv Dale Assembly, New York

ACCOMMODATIONS

Leolva Hotel |
Maplewood Hotel 2

Campgrounds 3

GUEST HOUSES
Angel House
Mrivine Wisdom Center
Amber Tree Inn
Harmony House
Jan & Jen's Lakeside Coltage
Jewel of the Lake 9
[akeview Guest House 10
Sunset View Cuest House 1]

LILY DALE COMMUNITY

Crate Friranee 172

Lily Dale Assembly Office 13
MN.SAC, Oifice 14
Fellowships of the Spord Office 15
DINING

Vonika's Delites 16

Lucys Collee Shop 17

The Sunflower Cafe 18
SHUPPING

Crystal Cove Shop 19

Rargain Shoppe 20

Herbel Resioration 21

Lilv Dule Book & Souvenir Store 22

LILY DALE ATTRACTIONS

A.).D. Lyceum

Fairy Trail

Ferest Temple

[nspirat:on Stump

Fox Cottage Maeditation Garden

Assembly Hall

Lily Dale Auditorium
Cectagon Buitlding
Firc Hall

Lily Nale Raach

Lily Dale Museum
Marion H. Skidmore Librarv
Bulterfly Habatal
Labyrinth

[ ake Pzawiliom
Bandstand Gazebo
Pat Cemetery

Play ground

PLRKS

Caldwell Park

Friendship Park

Humphrey Park

REain Garden
FACIITIES AT LILY DALE ASSEMDBLY
Rest Bomns ‘Hf

Picnic Shelier

AaTv E3

Post Oftice ]

Parking .

WIF Locations &
Wheelchzir Aceessible @

Lost and Found
situated in the
Maplewood Hotel




WOMAN SUFFRAGE MOVEMERT
SUSAN B ANTHONY — IN LILy DALE
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 Healing Temple - dedicated July 3rd
1955 by the movie star Mae Wet.




Chief Oskenonton

Os-Ke-Non-Ton (also written Oskenonton,
meaning deer in the Mohawk language,
also known as “Running Deer”), baritone,
actor, spiritual leader (né Louie Deer c.
1888 in Caughnawaga [now Kahnawa:ke],
QC; died c. 1955 in Lily Dale, NY).

Os-Ke-Non-Ton was a celebrated singer
and performer who showcased his culture
across the globe.

He also worked as a healer at a spiritual
centre in Lily Dale until his death.
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The Paranormal Object
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Spiritualism



Spiritualism

31st of March 1848, Hydesville, New York State.

The home of the Fox family became the locus of
some unusual paranormal activity.

Raps on the walls and ceiling of their house, and a
simple code for communication.

News spread rapidly - technological and media
developments at the time.

Became an international American new religious
movement (NRM).
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‘Fairies’



=

2

o A s

B T e e e




oo SRR
..ﬁwﬂmnuﬁ

wmz







EXperiences




Healing

 \We had a spiritual healing session in
the Healing Temple on the first day.

» Left us both feeling good for days
afterwards.

* This was immediately followed by a
synchronistic encounter with strange
mechanical buzzing sounds in the
trees above the healing temple.

 Most likely insect noise - cicadas -
but amazing to us.
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Fairies?

An excursion into the Leolyn Woods with George Hansen, his partner
Elizabeth, and Christopher Josiffe.

| started to see small specks of light twinkling high up in the trees. At
first | felt as though they were hallucinations, similar to the ‘spirit lights’
| had seen during séances at the Bristol Spirit Lodge.

During a second rendition of ‘“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,” which they
seemed to prefer, that | saw two small blue-ish-white lights move in
towards my right hand side (they almost seemed to leave faint trails
behind them), and one of them came down low and hovered about a
metre or so away from me.

| tapped on Christopher’s shoulder and directed his attention towards
the light, and he confirmed that he could see it too. They just seemed
to fade away, and did not behave like the fireflies we had seen on
previous nights.

The colour was different, and their motion was peculiar. Their behaviour
was inquisitive, and they seemed to be responding to the singing.

When we were out of the woods | asked Elizabeth what she thought the
lights were. She explained that ‘first of all, they don’t like the “F-word.”
After a moment of perplexity, thinking that the lights didn’t like
swearing, | realised that the ‘F-word’ referred to ‘fairies.’







Conclusions




Conclusions

Layers of activity - indigenous, free-thought, women’s suffrage, spiritualism...
Proximity to ‘wilderness.’

The land - and the role of biodiversity and psychodiversity.

Cultivation of gardens.

Recognition of spirits - human and non-human.

Physical/material relics of spiritualism - providing a direct link - the agency of matter (the Fox house, moved to
Lily Dale and burned down).

Combination of social-construction (Durkheimian) and hierophany (Eliadean).
Contested interpretations, e.g. Bender - are they fairies or not? What counts as ‘spiritualism’?

Experiences add new narratives.
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