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Love plays at UWTSD review: By Moira Buffini (Directed by Dan Jones) Y Llwyfan 1st December 
Love play takes place in many different ages, from the ancient romans in 79AD, to the modern and tech bursting era of the early 2000’s. The entire play takes place in the same place across two millennia, bringing up topics that are both important for our current generation, but also a deeper look into how consent and the ways to approach such things have evolved. The 10 scene 1 act play may seem short on paper, but with powerful images and an engaging ensemble travelling through time with us. Both the playwriter and directors making this play have a good understanding of engaging with an audience through the ages, from the graphic topics such as rape and sexual harassment at the start of the play, to them developing to playful and lively eras in time while still giving important facts as history goes on such as conflict around the world and the separation of the innocent.
The cast of year 3 performers and set design make this iteration of love play seem natural while also keeping the entertaining and more serious themes of Buffini’s work into heavy consideration. The new concept is adding a dating profile throughout the ages with iconic people in each scene’s era providing a catchy pickup line, showing how they may communicate in the modern era of dating profiles, despite a small scene in the beginning and end of the play simply titled as ‘the digital era’ it really shows how much time has passed since the play’s original release in 2001 and where we are today in 2022 and how we try to find love or something simpler. The UWTSD cast also have a unique stage with a lifted area and a rocky background, consisting of arches and stairs to reach the higher level of the stage. The cast themselves have a great chemistry, making each scene flow smoothly despite a time jump of 100+ years every scene. The year 3’s also makes the tough messages at the beginning of play stronger, paralleling into the more recent and relatable love trends. Talking to the actors and designers themselves getting a deeper look into the process of making the play, their techniques and last minutes changes to the set really put the cast and crew to the test, but did they do enough?
 I can gladly say yes, they did very well. Couldn't help myself from laughing outload at moments that I can either place my friends who also watched it with me into or just the pure chaos some of the scenes provided that they all did so well. I liked in particular the way the characters use the whole space, despite the set being the same during each time, only changing props and furniture it really took me on and adventure through time, and I really do believe what fellow cast member Bea Elsbury described her chemistry with her scene partners and year as whole. “Working together as groups helps build the character on stage and the actor themselves”.
Article by Calon Llew.
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