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Safeguarding in the early years
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This is my reflective log based upon my undertaken research in preparation for my recent participation in a Child Protection conference. The acts and theories that I thought was most important to speak about as my role of the social worker was The Children Act (1989), Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs, The Children and Families Act (2014) and the UNCRC’s Article 3. 

I felt that mentioning The Children Act (1989) was very important as if a concern would be reported about a child then the report would come straight to me and it’s my duty as a social worker to ‘provide services for children in need for the purposes of safeguarding and promoting their welfare’ (Workingtogetheronline.couk, no date) then an assessment would be undertaken by myself to identify whether the child is need and I would lead a multi-agency assessment which is under section 17 of The Children Act (1989). Also, the Children Act (1989) is based upon the voice of the child and working in partnerships with the parents. However, due to the fact that the mother declined the offer to turn up to the conference and also declined any form of written explanation or response to our concern, it was difficult in this aspect to follow the recommendations of this act by working in partnerships with the parents. Also, it was difficult to follow to the recommendations of the voice of the child as the scenario was communicated all through adult’s and we didn’t get to hear anything of what the child had to say. A reason why the mother may have declined both our offers is maybe because she may not understand the importance of why attachment is important, an act which may help her understand is the Portage Approach. This approach works with families and their young children to help them develop a quality of life and experience for themselves in which they can learn together (ThePromise, no date). 

I think it was important for any role within the conference to speak about Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs as an important part of the scenario is based upon the concern about the little boy’s basic needs and hygiene. However, the child’s safety was also a concern as he had turned up to the early years setting with a man who was unrecognisable by the staff in the setting and he was also smelling of alcohol. Many questions could be asked here; who is this man to the child? How long ago did he stop drinking alcohol? How did he bring this boy to school, if he was driving, was he under the limit to be able to drive?  How does the child feel under the supervision of this man? Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs states that once a person physiological needs have meet men then their safety needs to be taken into consideration. However, it also states that a child’s level of safety would be higher as they have a greater need to feel safe. Their safety needs could include, personal security, health and well-being and safety needs against illness which also links to the little boy turning up to school in dirty clothes all of a sudden which could make him ill or could cause infection, for example if one day he fell over and cut his knee, which is likely for a boy his age playing in school, and bled over his trousers and wore the same trousers the next day then this could cause an infection in his cut due to the bacteria on his clothes. Also, it’s clear that his basic needs of being clean aren’t being met and his well-being should be first priority. Also, if the child is wearing dirty clothes that could smell then some children may not to play with him which could affect his social skills which could link to Vygotsky’s - The More Knowledgeable Other (Learning Theories, 2018). If the child is being bullied over the fact he’s wearing smelly clothes then he could start acting the same way and bully other children. Also, he may look up to his mother and think that not wearing clean clothes is normal and could continue to wear dirty clothes when he’s older. 

I also chose to mention The Children and Families Act (2014) as it takes into consideration with a child’s welfare by taking measures in order to improve a child’s quality of care as well as their security (Virtual-college.co.uk, 2018). 

We all decided to take into consideration when thinking of our plan of action is Article 3 from the UNCRC as the article states: 
“Article 3 of the UNCRC says that adults should think about the best interests of children and young people when making choices that affect them” 
(Scotland, 2018)
This article is based upon the best interest of the child (Unicef.org, 2018) and plays a huge part in our scenario as the mother’s primary concern may not have been on her child and her decision making of not cleaning her child’s school uniform and sending him to school with an unrecognisable male smelling of alcohol is the main factors of why we brought this conference together. These two actions have proven that she may not have thought about her decision making and how it would have affected her child. As the article also states that an adult should think about what’s best for the individual child or young person in their day to day lives and to ensure that they are cared and protected for. The scenario makes us question whether the child is actually being cared and protected for. As the social worker, I can really take an inside look to the family home, more so than the other roles in the conference, to observe on whether the child is being cared and protected for. 

Linking to multi-agency, my role could work along side the health visitor who also gets a huge insight to the family home when it comes to their health and well-being. Along with myself, the health visitor and the early year’s worker, we all work together by them all voicing their concerns to myself, the social worker, that they have of any children. Gov. uk (2014) states that: 
“multi agency working is key to early and effective identification of risk, improves information sharing, joint decision making and coordination action.” 
(Gov.uk, 2014) 
This applied in our conference as every individual role shared their honest concerns and came to a final decision on what actions to take. A risk of not appropriately sharing information that indicates a risk could result in a tragic consequence. The Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) is an act that ‘provides a secure and confidential environment for professionals to share information’ (people et al., no date). MASH is a place of contact for safeguarding concerns based on children, which brings together professionals by sharing their information and knowledge to identify children’s needs by keeping them safe. The act allows to manage early help and can ‘activate ‘immediate response’ social work services to provide protection for a child or young person(s)’. From researching this act, I have found that I worked a lot better as a team as I found it easy to interlink everyone’s role while coming to a final decision and how each role can help another when helping the family. Another act which consists of a meeting between professionals sharing their concerns is the Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC). The aims of this act is to increase health, safety and well-being of adults and their children by sharing information (London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, 2018). From researching all different kind of cases, Lord Laming’s report of The Protection of Children in England: A Progress Report, which was published in March 2009, really stood out to me. It really stood out to me as out of the 58 recommendations, one recommendation was ‘targets for child protection’ and another being ‘safeguarding and child protection performance indicators for Primary Care Trusts’ (Maier, 2017) which is what our conference was based upon so we could link to his report in this matter. Another report that we could link our conference to is the Munro review which: 
“sets out proposals to reform to create the conditions that enable professionals to make the best judgements about the help to give children, young people and families.” 
(Gov.uk, 2011)

My experience of this research project has really made me think of how important safeguarding is in the early years and spotting the change of factors at an early stage and how to act upon the sudden changes in a child or their every day to day lifestyle. I’ve always thought that I work well within a group but I found it a lot different being a different role and working with others of a different profession without actually working as those profession’s in the real world. Before starting this research, I initially thought that I had great knowledge of safeguarding and what I would do I if I was in the position of having to report something, but now after completing the research I have found there was so much that I didn’t already know. I feel that everything that I have learned about through this research will really help me in my future profession and if I ever needed to act quick upon safeguarding then I would hopefully know how to react and what I would need to do. I also now know the kind of things to spot in the early stages if a child needed protecting or if there was any vast changes in a child’s everyday life, may it be at their early years setting or at home. 

Reference list

Gov.uk. (2011). Munro review of child protection: a child-centred system – GOV.UK. [online] Available at: https://gov.uk/governement/publications/munro-review-of-child-protection-final-report-a-child-centred-system [Accessed 21st March. 2018]. 

Gov.uk. (2014). Working together to safeguard children: Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hubs - GOV.UK. [online] Available at: https://www,gov.uk/government/news/working-together-to-safeguard-children-multi-agency-safeguarding-hubs [Accessed 20th March. 2018]

Learning Theories. (2018). Social Development Theory. [online] Available at: https://www.learning-theories.com/vygotsky-social-learning-theory.html [Accessed 21st March. 2018]. 

London Borough of Richmond upon Thames. (2018) Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) – London Borough of Richmond upon Thames. [online] Available at: http://www.richmond.gov.uk/domestic_abuse_multi-agency_risk_assessment _conference [Accessed 21st March. 2018] 

Maier, E. (2017). Laming report: index of recommendations – Community Care. [online] Community Care. Available at: http://www.communitycare.co.uk/2009/03/13/laming-report-index-of-recommendations/ [Accessed 21st March. 2018]. 

Maslow, A.H. (1943) “A theory of human motivation”. Psychological Review. 50 (4): 370-96.

People, S., families, I., (MASH), M. and (MASH), M. (no date). Multi Agency Safeugarding Hub (MASH). [online] Wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk. Available at: https://www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk/safeguarding-children-and-young-people/i-work-with-children-young-people-families/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub-mash [Accessed 21st March. 2018] 

Scotland, C. (2018). Article 3. [online] CYPCS. Available at: https://www.cypcs.org.uk/rights/uncrcarticles/article-2 [Accessed 20th March. 2018] 

The Children Act (1989) 

The Children and Families Act (2014)

ThePromise. (no date). What is portage? – ThePromise. [online] Available at: http://www.thepromise.org.uk/index.php/our-work/what-is-portage/ [Accessed 21st March. 2018] 

Unicef.org. (2018). [online] Available at: https://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf [Accessed 21st March. 2018] 

Virtual-college.co.uk. (2018) Summary of the Children and Families Act 2014. [online] Available at: https://www.virtual-college.co.uk/news/safeguarding/2018/01/summary-children-families-act-2014 [Accessed 21st March. 2018]. 

Workingtogetheronline.co.uk. (no date) Chapter 1: Assessing need and providing help. [online] Available at: http://www.workingtogetheronline.co.uk/chapters/chapter_one.html [Accessed 20th March. 2018].



1


Stequsting o ety vears

B T —
peparatn oy rocent priciplion & Chid Precin caference
The act and oo tht | hought wes most mportant 0 spk st
sy ol of e sl ke wes Th Chicren Ac (1983, Masow's
Hirchy of Noods, The Chden wnd Famies Act (2014 and T

1t it mantoning The it Ac (1959 was vory inporant 5 1
Concom wous b rapred abt & chl then e eport woukd come
i e and s my a5 sl woher 1o rovide senices o
o no fr i purpases of sfearding and promotng ek
el (Woknglogahroine cok, no i) B an assessment
ouks b undrskn by el deny whetherth chi e -
otk ead o gy asessmen i i udar st 17 f The
hiron 2t 1969 A h Chidn Act198) s s upn h vk
ot cit ko prnrsip i h prens, Howerer, e
e ht 1 mothrdecled e b ot o an
i decined any o o wienespantion  esgons 0 concern,
s st in i asoct 0ol the recommendtons of i act by
orking n prinersipswih h preis. Ao was il 1o ol 1
Commicted sl hough s and e i ot o oot aryhis o
Wt e it 1 sy, Ao iy th mothr may hve docine
bt s s moybe bcause sh moy ot understnd e ertance
by aiachnt i mportan,an act wich iy hlp hr ndertnd s
e Pocogs Approsch. i aprosch work win s and s yeung




