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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:


A policing incident that I attended and played a significant role as lead investigator was a commercial burglary where by it was reported £50,000 worth of copper wiring had been stolen, however the investigation continued for nearly 6 months and continued break-ins meant further loss of goods with the aggrieved eventually coming to the final estimation of £200,000. 
 
The initial report was that there was a break in to a building on a very busy industrial estate over the weekend and was not reported until the Monday. When I arrived I was met by the security team, not the reporting person, and was informed that the area had been cleaned up. When I have looked around the site, I have located the entry and exit point onto the property and into the building, taken pictures and have attended the area where the property was stolen. When I had entered the large room it was essentially completely empty with a variety of different foot prints covering the floor. This is when I was informed that the security was instructed to clear the mess due to flooding however this meant that there was no scope for CSI. 
I was informed by the reporting person that the building was not in use however was still owned by his company. 
I was informed that there was suspicious circumstances surrounding the burglary and he believed that it had been planned and orchestrated amongst the security team. The aggrieved explained that during the afternoon two males that he did not know were walking around the property filming different areas of the building which was caught on CCTV but he was not informed they would be on site and did not have permission to be there. A couple of hours after this the electricity to the building was lost and has resulted in the fire sprinkler system to be activated and all the lights to turn off. The RP stated that the security team contacted the electricity company who took a few hours to come out. When they have turned up and fixed the problem it was stated that they reported to the security team that there was something odd about the cabling, which was not reported back to the aggrieved. Security guards are supposed to be walking around the site regularly and fill in a log book discussing what they have seen or what has been done, however the copper wiring being stolen was a significant amount of time after the electricity company had reported it to the security team. 
 
I had conducted the initial enquires, collecting CCTV from neighbouring units  to which there was CCTV of a van and two cars with multiple individuals putting large items into the back of the van before driving off. The van was parked next to the entry point of where the individuals have accessed the property. 
The CCTV was dark and I was unable to see any distinguishing features that would have allowed me to investigate further and I have put the faces of the unknown individuals filming the area through facial recognition without any hits. 
The RP was holding off providing a statement of loss due to him stating that he needed authority through the company which hindered the investigation slightly. 
Throughout this time there were multiple reports of break-ins and on the last report the RP stated that there was a loss of £200,000 worth of cabling and property that had been taken. 
 
On the initial visit have provided the RP with safeguarding advice due to the lack of security on the site. There were limited CCTV cameras, with a couple inside the building and facing the front of the building however due to the large area and the size of the building I recommended further cameras would be advised. 
There was a security team on the site however the RP disclosed that he felt that they were involved so I have suggested that it might be worth thinking of changing security team or company. I have explained that if there are further incidents, not to disturb the scene and call police immediately due to forensic opportunities.
Throughout the investigation I have continued to have regular contact and updated the RP in regard to the police investigation progress. I have also opted to task for the industrial estate to be placed on the patrol log so that officers were aware of the burglary and would attempt regular patrols around the area in an attempt to deter the suspects from returning. I have also altered the neighboring units that a burglary had taken place and advised similar safeguarding tips. 
Although the advice was general and is given to individuals when they have been a victim of burglary, it is general advice that Is given as a deterring method of individials attempting to further cause offences. 
 
The RP has taken into consideration the safeguarding advice and have placed live streaming cameras around the building which was manned elsewhere virtually, as well as security motion alarms in the front of the building in the lobby and had hired a different security team. This is when there started to become some confusion. The motion censored alarms would go off at any movement outside the front of the building, such as wild animals so there were a few calls attended whereby they were false. 
There was also issues with the live streaming cameras. There was multiple instances where by the RP would call police due to the individual on the camera reporting that there were individuals on site, however this lead to significant communication delays where by instructions and information was relayed through multiple people before being delivered to the police. On one occasions I have attended an emergency to this property and the Individual watching the live stream was relaying information to the RP, who was relaying information to the security guard who then relayed information to the officers on scene. When requested for straight communication it was found that it is a different number each time, which was an improvement stated to the RP from police. 
It was also discovered through myself investigating footage from incidents where by people have entered the property without permission that the camera was 12 hour delayed, so the livestream was not in fact live streamed.
This issues was resolved and RP stated that security had been upgraded and that a dog would be on the premises 24 hours. 
 
 
The RP in this incident would be considered a repeat victim as the definition is "A victim who has been subjected to the same or similar offence two or more time within 12 months" (Birch, 2022) and that crime surveys have suggested that 40% of crimes that are reported are incidents that are repeated and committed against individuals that have already been victimised during the same year (Pease and Farrell, 2017)
There has been research that has been conducted that suggests that there is a reason that victims can be repeatedly targeted due to a number of reasons. One research study has stated that there are two main theories as to why burglaries specifically tend to be revictimized. The first theory suggests that a repeat incident is a consequence of the initial burglary as the suspects have a knowledge of the property and the items that have been taken and most likely to have been replaced and increasing the likely hood of the suspects returning (Johnson, 2008). The second theory is that offenders "target attractive locations" where by if a building falls into a ideal category, such as dark, secluded area, or an area with no obvious security measures, as well as an area that has easy access points that allow for a quick exit, the property is most likely to be targeted ( Johnson, 2008) . In the case of my investigation, the industrial unit hit a few of these ideal points in the two theories. The building was out of the way, large with significant amount of places to hide, as well as easy access points to allow for a quick exit. The repeat victimisation was also found to be that the same items were continued to be taken. The copper wiring has a large resale value and when the individuals have entered the first time they have taken a significant amount, however they were also made aware just how much copper was inside that one room, there for the money value increased and may have become more attractive opportunity for the individuals to return, knowing it would be difficult for the company to remove it.  It was also common knowledge around the area that the site was being disused and therefor would be an easy target. 
 
There has been some research that has been conducted whereby individuals who have previously been involved in crime stated different elements that they look for when they are scoping for potential victims. One research study found often offenders would look at four specific categories, which are occupancy, surveillance, accessibility and security, all of which influenced the property target choice ( Palmer, Holmes and Hollin, 2002) . Other factors would influence such as risk factor as well as previous experience that the offender had, however it was reported that new installation of security measures on a property that had already been targeted did little to deter repeat victimisations ( Palmer, Holmes and Hollin, 2002). This could be a reflection at the type of offenders that targeted the commercial unit in my investigation as although some of the entries of individuals were no provided with permission, they did not take any items however the offenders that were taking the copper continued to use the same method of entry regardless of the security measures that were put into place. The final report where by further wiring was taken was conducted when the security guards had dogs present, suggesting that the research that has been conducted could have relevance as to the motivation of the offenders. 
A further research study found similar finding that when interviewing 50 offenders they reported back that they preferred properties that looked like there was wealth and as well as opportunities that allowed for them to have cover, easy access and a quick getaway (Tseloni, Thompson, Grove, Tilley and Farrell, 2017). One of the results that were found was that again security cues were again mentioned less frequently with offenders stating that the safety measures did little to deter them as it usually meant that home owners put to much ownness of the devices and would become less vigilante meaning properties were actually less secure (Tseloni et al., 2017)
 
One issues that my victim had was that although there was a significant amount of theft, there were also individuals present that did not have permission to be there, such as one call where by three teenagers were walking through the main part. Although there were a couple of calls similar to this, the victim stated that he did not believe that they had taken or damaged anything and when watching them through the security cameras they appeared to be walking through the building as a way to cross the area. I have spoken with the victim about the way the individuals are gaining entry to which he has stated that he believes that at certain times the doors have not been secured so do not believe they have broken in, rather have found an opportunity and believed the building to be abandoned. I have explained that if the individuals have been gaining entry due to the building not being secured then those individuals were trespassing, which is not a criminal offence (CPS, 2019)
 
This policing incident has since been closed due to lack of evidence and no further enquires however during this investigation I have used the Gibbs reflective model (The University of Edinburgh, 2020) through out by obtaining the necessary information, evaluating and analysing the situation before putting the plan into action eg, investigation and safeguarding for the victim.
One of the final stages of the model is the conclusion (The University of Edinburgh, 2020) which I feel I have learnt a lot. I have understood and carried out investigation techniques that I have not previously used, such as facial recognition, as well as providing continuing and more personalised safeguarding advice, such as explaining that the live stream time was not accurate. 
Taking in all these actions, if I was to deal with a similar situation in the future I would have more of an understanding as to the different avenues that I may take as well as any hiccups that come along the way.
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Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

A domestic abuse incident that I played a significant role was an investigation and casefile that I was allocated where by a male had alleged that his ex-partner had assaulted him in a club by smashing a glass on his head unprovoked. 
When I have received this investigation, the arrest enquires had already been completed and the subject had been interviewed. The suspect had stated during interview that she did not smash a glass over the victims head but had thrown the contents of her drink onto him, which has resulted in her being placed under bail conditions not to make contact with him. When I received the case I was to carry out further enquires so that a outcome could be made. 
 
I had been made aware that there were multiple witnesses that had been identified, however there was no independent witnesses that could be contacted. The definition of a witness is "Someone who sees an event happening, especially a crime or an accident" (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024) however ideally I was keeping an eye open for an independent witness to the incident. An independent witness would be beneficial as this is someone who would have no connection to the individuals involved in the incident and would be able to provide an unbiased view on the incident, as the issue that people directly involved in the incident may not recall accurately the details of the situation due to a number of factors such as shock or adrenaline (Waring, 2024). In this incident due to the location being in a nightclub and the bouncers immediately removing the suspect and her friends from the venue, it was difficult to locate or identify any independent witnesses. The other two enquires that were also needed was CCTV and medical evidence. 
 
Although initially the case appeared straight forward in regard to completing the investigation, the process started to get more complex as time went on which has resulted in me using a variety of different policing models. 
The first complication was whilst collecting a witness statement from the friend of the subject who had been named as being present stated that she had been the one to initially throw the contents of her glass over the victim due to him touching her in an inappropriate and sexual manner. The witness stated that she did not want to make a complaint in regard to the sexual touching against the victim but disclosed that there had been a previous serious incident that had been taken to court whereby the victim was the suspect of a serious sexual assault against the suspect but it was NFA'd. The witness stated that since this the two parties have had limited contact however he purposely attempts to antagonise the suspect to try and get a reaction, which is what happened the night of the incident.
Due to the disclosure of the initial assault from the witness, I was unable to treat her as a suspect to assault due to not being under caution and unable to be interviewed due to section 78 PACE whereby it states that any evidence may be excluded due to the circumstance of how the evidence was obtained and due to the witness not being provided with her rights before (Health and Safety Executive, N.D) her making the disclosure it may not be valid evidence if it was to go to court.  Due to this outcome I have used the National Decision Model (College Of Policing, 2013) and assessed the information that was provided by the witness and looked at the threat that was against the witness from the victim and vice versa, as well as looking at the policy and powers that were available to me, such as community resolution, however due to further outstanding enquires I have continued the investigation before providing an outcome. 
 
I have collected further witness statements which resulted in a further corroboration with the first witness statement and the witnesses that the victim has provided names to all stated that they did not see the incident however have seen he had a few scratches to his head after the altercation was reported to have happened. 
I have conducted intensive CCTV enquires due to the incident happening in a club. I had been informed by multiple individuals that the owner of the CCTV was cousins with the victim and had shown him the CCTV before sending it to police, which could cause bias of recall. Memory recall is a very broad topic which has been investigated by many researchers, whom have suggested that there are multiple reasons as to why recall of a victim may not be accurate such as alcohol consumption (White, 2003), emotional retelling (Soleti, Wright and Curci, 2016) where by individuals recall less details and information due to heightened focus points, with further research supporting the idea of Emotional memories being rewritten (Bolitho, 2017). The accusation that the victim had viewed his CCTV during the police investigation could have suggested that there was a bias in recall.
There was also mention that the CCTV had been cropped and edited. When speaking to the manager of club he had stated that the CCTV that had been sent to police was not altered or cut however the angle of the CCTV and the incident was not ideal and could only catch the end of the alleged incident. He stated that he had watched the CCTV and he could not see any sign of assault. 
When watching the CCTV the only part of the incident that could be caught was the liquid flying across the room and the individual and suspect moving into focus however no assault could be seen. 
 
I have spoken with the victim and have asked if he had any medical evidence to which he stated that he has not. I have explained that medical evidence was important as it was evidence from a medical professional and would help us to establish the level of injury that was sustained (CPS, 2022). The victim has stated that he did not obtain this however had photos that he has taken when he has gotten home, which showed scratches to the back of his head.
 
Once the final line of enquiry had been completed I have presented the evidence to my supervisor and a check of previous incidents it was decided that the case would be no further actioned. 
I have contacted the victim to explain that a decision had been decided that with the evidence that was collected that the case would be no further actioned. Due to the behaviour of the victim towards myself the last time I had updated him I was prepared for the difficult conversation and have ensured that I have provided a clear informative reason behind the final rationale. The victim immediately became agitated and stated that he would put in a complaint and that if he was to see the suspect he would act in self defensive. I have continued to act professional and explained safeguarding advice, as well as informing him that it was a victims right to make a complaint he felt that his rights had not been met (College of Policing, 2021) and have explained how he would go about making a complaint in regard to Gwent Police.
Due to this reaction from the victim I have used the SARA Model, a problem- oriented approach which identifies a specific problem, use thorough analysis to understand the problem and develop a tailored response ( College Of Policing, 2022). Due to the comment that the victim had made about acting in self-defence I have decided that it was my duty to safeguard the suspect as well due to the previous incidents of domestic violence between them, with her being the victim previously. Previous research by Boxall, Dowling and Morgan (2020) has suggested that there is a difference between male and female perpetrated and found the often female perpetrated incident are often self-defence or retaliatory violence, which is when the perpetrator has been a victim prior by the individual and reacts to a situation, which may explain the behaviour and mindset of the suspect due to her previously having no complaints against her.
I have called the suspect and explained the outcome and provided safe guarding advice and have explained that she was advised to keep any evidence that she might have to support her defence as if new evidence come to light the investigation may be reopened (College of Policing, 2013). I have then called the witness that had admitted that she had assaulted the victim, explaining that the actions she had carried out was assault and to provide her with a safety plan. 
 
Some of the challenges that do arise in regard to domestic abuse incidents is the complication of when the two parties are still in a current relationship with each other. Some of the strategies that are used to safeguard the victim is to ensure that if the suspect has been arrested there is the option of bail, where by the suspect is given instructions surround not to contact the victim, or if the case is to go no further action to issue a Domestic Violence Protection Notice on the suspect to allow for the victim to have some breathing space (College of Policing, 2015). Due to the two parties in my case not being in a currently relationship bail conditions were appropriate.
Police across England and Wales offer victims access to a staffed care witness care unit where they act as a single point of contact for victims and provide support throughout the investigation (College of Policing, n.d) which is another strategy used by officers to allow for effective policing and to allow for a positive communication pathways between officers and the victim, as well as giving the victim a certain sense of involvement as they are updated regularly by the single point of contact, as well as informing victims and witnesses of trial dates and ensuring if the officer has not been in contact to ensure that they are notified of the victims requests and needs (College of Policing, n.d). 
Another strategic implication is the job of an Independent Domestic Violence Advocate (IDVA), who is an individual that works alongside the police and other criminal justice agencies and primarily work with people of high risk domestic abuse or individuals who are referred to MARAC with the main goal of protecting the victims and their children's safety (College of Policing, 2015). Although both strategies of support are very useful to officers in domestic cases, and individuals we regularly have contact with to ensure victims safety. In the case of my investigation I have considered the options and contingencies and have concluded that the investigation did not reach the threshold for both the DVPN as they were not actively or currently in a relationship, as well as not hitting the threshold for access to the IDVA.
 
This case was complex in many ways, whereby I had had to take into consideration a lot of different accounts, a disclosure that was not under caution and the further allegations. These outcomes have caused me to work under the problem orientated policing as I have had to problem solve by identifying if there was an issue and develop a tailored response (College of Policing, 2017)
I have used the NDM model through this investigation due to the dynamic and constantly changing direction of potential outcomes (College of Policing, 2013). On reflection to the incident I have continuously taken into consideration the code of ethics and the ethic policing principles as the basis of all my decisions. I have gathered information and continued to assess the threats and risks that presented to me. I have considered powers and policies such as understanding that due to the caution not being provided to the witness when she has disclosed the incident that it may not be admissible in court. I have constantly taken into consideration the different options and contingencies as I have regularly been considering the possible outcomes, such as CPS charging advice, NFA or alternative disposal such as woman's pathway or community resolution. I have taken action throughout the incident and when I have completed an enquiry I have reviewed not only the information I have collected, I have also reviewed and reflected on the overall investigation. The SARA model has also come into play as I have also used sections such as the analysis whereby I have analysed the potential problems and have gathered information to identify underlying issues, as well as develop a tailored response to address the cause of the problem which would be the admission from the witness (College of policing, 2017). 
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Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

Regarding community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 




















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence roles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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