
Deductive and Inductive research approaches

Inductive: move from the specifics to the general

Deductive: move from the general to the specific

General  Existing  Theory à Specific Data/Claims 
Test the Theory (Do Specifics support Theory?)

Specific Data /Claims    à General Theory
Develop the Theory

All students are happy à Are you a student?     à You are happy

Look at  many  specific  students     à All students are happy

Deductive and Inductive research approaches

Inductive process

Deductive process

General  Existing Theoryà Formulate Hypothesis à Collect/Analise Data 
à Do/Don’t Reject Hypothesis

Observe Specific Data à Recognise Patternà Conclude with General Theory
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