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The meaning of academic skill is the ability, strategy formulation capabilities, and habitual practices that helps individual or learner to become succeed in academic activities or setting. Academic skills are different approaches that are implemented for learning sessions with facilitating the process of organising new information, retaining information, and helps to deal academic assessment like mathematics, science, literacy or technical subjects (Araújo and Davids, 2011). 
There are four academic skills that every individual needs to learn for achieving success like critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, and collaborating skill (Cottrell, 2019). But with this issue there are some problem associated like confusion about subject topic understanding, time management issues, lack of attention received from module or teachers, and limited availability of necessary study materials. Inadequate study time with poor financial condition are some problem associated in this academic skill field. 
The purpose of this study is to produce a well written structured writing with proper referencing. And increasing communication through oral and written form with effective utilisation of information and technology is another purpose of this study. This study has been structured into four sections like introduction, importance of research skill with referring ability, recommendations and conclusion with the summary of the report. 










[bookmark: _Toc127094367]2. Importance of research skills and referencing for students
[bookmark: _Toc127094368]2.1 Explanation and demonstration of research skills
Research skill: Research skill means the capability of searching, locating, arranging, evaluating, using and presenting relevant information about specific topic or research area (Bandaranaike, 2018). There are several research types like academic research, business research, and scientific research activities that requires special ability to perform the work. 
Process of developing academic writing: Different disciplines and strategies that are associated in the process of development academic writing. Avoiding common, colloquial or language related issues for becoming formal in writing. Becoming objective in writing is effective and for avoiding low quality work cautious words like possibly, probably, seems, may, could can be used. By writing via impersonal style individual can develop their academic writing. There are some steps included in the process that are helpful in developing academic writing like researching the topic, planning the writing structure, drafting text, revision, reading and proofreading by researcher or by the module teacher (Shapiro, 2010). Formatting of academic writing is included inner text citation, and proper referencing and for this development knowledge about APA, CSE formatting, MLA, Chicago, and Harvard referencing style is necessary that individual needs to learn (Shon, 2018). 
Importance of research skill: Research skill is necessary for identification of problem regarding topic and for solving those problems research skill helps to gather information. Time management is a significant element for research skill that create dead-line oriented plan with research project and positively assign appropriate time for each project (Saunders and Lewis, 2017). Via the research skill time management set goals, planning and materials which is a learning for students and academic individual. Increasing communication skill is maximised by research skill with the necessary of receiving and sending information properly. For finding effective manner of active listening and speaking individual needs to development research skill that will form strong two-way communication skill. Relevant information is the key necessitate of conducting a good research and through developing research skill students and in general people will be able to search for credible sources and the result will come out stronger proposal. Research skill development is important for student to boost their curiosity level over a topic and cultivation of self-awareness also increased. When people are curious they actively listen others ideas and proposals with the point of view that make the best quality of research work. Research skill creates the opportunity of sharing researcher’s perspective with appropriate platform and space. 
Examples about the importance of research skills: There are several sectors that requires research skill like in report writing, primary and secondary data collection, analysis the information of different sources, critical thinking ability, research planning and scheduling, interviewing, and critical analysis of gathered information (Saunders and Lewis, 2012). In general industry except educational or academic sector the importance of research skill has implication like report writing, marketing sectors, historical perspective, analysis of consumer goods, and foods related sectors. 
[bookmark: _Toc127094369]2.2 Explanation and demonstration of referencing
Meaning of referencing: Referencing is the process that explains the activities of acknowledging the sources of information that researcher has used to refer inside the writing of the research work (Moed, 2005). Referencing of a work indicates how writer has used other authors statement or materials for presenting or developing writer’s own ideas and arguments over a topic. 
How referencing is done: There are two different parts of referencing which are citation within the text of the writing and reference list that has listed at the end of the work (Jaidka et al., 2013). For referencing there are some styles that researchers follow like APA, Harvard, Chicago, Vancouver, and MLA style. For listing referencing style, the surname of the authors has been used by a coma with the publication year. Page number, section, journal name also included in the reference. At first the surname of the authors placed, then the date of publication, title of the work, information of the publications, page number, URL that has been used for data access are included in the reference of a particular work. For in-text citation only the surname and date of year has been used. If the number of the author is more than two, then et al is written after the first author surname with year.  
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is an academic offence in which individual presents authors writing or ideas as if they are researcher own work via direct or indirect approach. Copying or pasting images or photos from another work and do not mention the source, or summarising information without mentioning the source are considered as plagiarism (Roberts, 2008). In universities anti-plagiarism software helps to reduce the percentage of plagiarism by showing similarities rate and the original citing source. 
Importance of referencing: For higher studies referring is important as it refers the depth and breadth of research work with the acknowledgment of authors work. In higher education referencing helps to prevent plagiarism by making it clear about the original ideas and perspective. It defines the understanding of the topic with the presentation of supporting evidence of works arguments and opinions. It is a way of giving credit to the author and provide support of the assertions (Van Blankenstein et al., 2019) 
Example about the importance of referencing: There are separate rules and guidelines for listing referencing like books, articles, journals and online websites. For giving inside in-text citation of every reference knowledge about referencing is necessary which is an example of this work. In academic publications without referencing and citation no publisher will be convinced to publish it and the reliability or validity of the work needs referencing which is another example of this academic skill (Willison, 2012). 
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Conclusion and recommendations 
Every part of the main body has been presented into four sections that have been included the meaning of referencing and research skill, example, importance, and explanation of the process. For better development in these areas students and individual needs to practice more and more writing on different subject and following previous publications work will be helpful in this regard. When writing essay, dissertation, articles, and other academic piece of work like report referencing is the key consideration of every organisation. So academic authority can provide training and organise seminars for giving guidelines about these research skills and referencing. Keeping notes of the journal articles and websites that researcher have read previously or visited can be a part of development process in the research skill and referencing (Shon, 2018). For avoiding plagiarism researcher and students can use software for indication and correction of the similar work. 
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