Case study: learning about a non-religious celebration.

In a nursery and reception setting the stimulus of the Chinese New Year is used to plan and prepare learning activities for that fortnight. The Chinese New Year would be classed under a non-religious festival or celebration influenced by Chinese culture and folklore. The school uses a HAKA approach to hook and immerse learners. HAKA stands for Hook, Authenticity, Knowledge and Application.
Hook
The hook to engage the learners was an expressive arts puppet show of the zodiac. Learners were introduced to new vocabulary and had a chance to activate their prior knowledge about what they knew about the non-religious celebration.
Authenticity
Learners watched videos, interviewed a guest via Teams and had a chance to ask questions about the non-religious celebration. They explored their zodiac sign, they got a chance to dress in the authentic dress of the celebration and they made music in the style of the celebration. Learners were immersed in the culture, they tasted food from the festival and gave their opinion about it.
Knowledge
Learners acquired first-hand knowledge from trying on costumes, and the food, culture, and music in order to understand what happens at this non-religious festival. Through videos, websites, stories, interviews and authentic learning experiences they acquired and accessed knowledge about the non-religious festival. They were exposed to the language and combined a few phrases with Welsh and practised writing some of the Chinese alphabet.
Application
At the end of the fortnight learners planned and facilitated their own non-religious celebration. They made their own food, music, life-size dragon, costumes, decorations and celebrated in front of parents and carers at the end of the day.
Linked activities
· Expressive Arts
Making dragon puppets and making a life-size dragon for the final dance. Writing some of the Chinese characters.
· Health and Well-being
Making and tasting authentic Chinese food. Learning how to do Chinese traditional dancing.
· Humanities
Learning the history of the celebration, interviewing someone of Chinese origin, learning about how they celebrate the festival and what it means to them.
· Science and Technology
Making a life-size 3D Chinese dragon. DCF/Numeracy – Playing online Chinese dragon games and working out their Zodiac sign.
· Numeracy
Numicon Digit Dog Challenge reasoning problem based on the non-religious celebration. Looking at shapes and patterns within Chinese culture and completing shapes and patterns (algebra).
· Literacy
Listening and retelling the story of the race of the Zodiac. Researching their zodiac sign.

