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Abstract
 Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle are used in different institutes of education to convey learning matter to ease communication. Moodle includes different tools such as curriculum mapping, student tracking, online support for lecturers and students, electronic communication. This study is about to report the impact of VLE – Moodle on students learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This report will be based on a questionnaire survey used by random convenience method by 30 students at university. The most important results of the study are that 9 out of 11 males and 5 out of 9 females stated that Moodle encourage independent learning. The conclusion of the study is that it must to be recognise the importance of using Moodle, the advantages of it and the profit what it can takes student if are using Moodle. 


Introduction
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle are used in different institutes of education to convey learning matter to ease communication. Moodle includes different tools such as curriculum mapping, student tracking, online support for lecturers and students, electronic communication. The aim of this research is to analyse the affection of the VLE – Moodle on students learning and the outcome or conclusion of the study, through the next research questions: 1. < the gender and age of students > ,2. <the dominium of study>, 3. <whether to find Moodle>, 4. <the time what students using Moodle>, 5. <the positive impact of student effectiveness>, 6. <Moodle as an important aid in study>, 7. <whether the students learn more with Moodle than without>, 8.<whether the quality of learning improved the Moodle>, 9. <whether the use of Moodle encourage independent learning>. 


Literature review
This literature review will outline in general the using of VLE and the advantage of learning using e-learning platform. VLEs as most of the students know was design, to grow over the traditional learning and teaching through the consensus. This system has reformed the Higher Education, not just because of a strong theoretical and practical part, but about other tools such as: professor information (name, e-mail, telephone), information what student’s having to learn, abilities, skills, bibliography. Before to analyse in general the VLE - Moodle is good to know the beginning. Everything it started in 2002 when Martin Dougiamas the founder and CEO launched the first version of Moodle <Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment> (Verdaguer 2019). In 2019 Moodle celebrates 17th anniversary and since then they recorded 150 million user and they have two offices, one in Perth Australia and another in Barcelona Spain with team members in 11 different countries. (Gill 2019). In another hand, regarding with the system, the students are up to date in each course because they can follow from week to week both the theory and the practice through description and examples and all practices are using open source program and it could be download. (Zafra, Gibaja, Luque, Ventura 2011). Several studies have been made in regard with the advantages of Moodle. These studies have shown that those students who was use Moodle, performed significantly better in many areas such as: dispatch of depth of apprehension, multiplex interpretation, irrespective reasoning, than those students who has not used VLE. The conclusion of the study reflects us that Moodle, inspire advanced idea, maverick thought and maximise student reflection.

Primary research
Methodology
When I chose the sampling method of primary research, I took in consideration several factors such as: how often I’m at university, the risks of other methods and implications. Take in consideration these factors, I realised that the best primary research method is survey, because I was at university twice a week so I did not have time to be in touch with them day by day and to each day of study I arrived from my workplace and how I finished I had to run back so I cannot use the method of interview. Another method what I cannot use it was the observation method because referring to impact of VLE on students we can’t measure or research it by duration, intensity or frequency. Therefore, I choose survey by random convenient method because I meet and ask students randomly and convenient because just in those two days, I can ask them when I was at university. When I made my questionnaire, I decide to use specific variables, 9 qualitative ordinar and 1 quantitative discrete on a sample size of 20 (peoples) units. The survey it has been done in three consecutive weeks during my breaks between two studies. In the first week I made the questionnaire (appendix 1) but in a mean time I realised that one important question is missing therefore, I made another questionnaire (appendix 2) and an excel table (appendix3) and in the second and third week I just walk around the university and who it was came in my way I informed about the survey and asked if is convenient the time and if so I done it. At the end of the third week I had the data what I processed and is available under <Results>.

Ethical consideration
   
As it was mentioned before each participant had the rights to withdraw from the study at any stage due that they were fully informed about why is been made the survey, what will be with the questionnaire after the survey, how it will be use the data, and they can freely decide to be participant without any pressure. The survey questions were chosen in that way in which no one from participants can be feel offended or discriminated and it was not used unacceptable language. The participants were ensured about protection of privacy, confidentiality, anonymity and adherence of Data Protection Act (1998). 






Results

The first two questions were analysed together for the better transparency and it was referred to the participants gender and age.





As it shows the columns about ages of females and males, it seems significantly that between the ages of 45 to 64 there was no participants, however at the age of 18 to 24 it was just one male and no female. The age between 25 to 44 are dominant however the male percentage of 25 to 34 with 7 participants is 64% but at the same time the females 4 participants between 25 to 34 is 44%. For the age between 35 to 44 at 3 males shows smaller percentage 27% in comparison with 5 females with a percentage of 56%. At the same time, we have to take in consideration the total of 9 female participants with the total of 11 male participants.



The third question is aimed to analyse the participants courses what is divide between management, social-care, male and female. 




The first charts above represent the percentage between the social care course and management at it seems significantly that are more males in management courses projected to 11 males. The second chart shows us that between the females is higher the social care course percentage 33% in comparison with the males 9% even that the male participants (11) are more than the females (9). However, the percentage of males in management (91%) are higher than the female percentage of (67%) but the females in social care (33%) are three times higher than the males (9%).


The fourth question discuss how participants find Moodle.


In the fourth chart 3 - 3 males and 3 - 3 females told OK and very easy to find Moodle. The difference is shown only in easy column where 5 males can find easy the Moodle in comparison with 3 females. There are not too much deviances on how the participants found Moodle. However, for no one of them was very hard or hard.
The fifth question wants to find out the participants how many hours are using Moodle per week.



In this segment we can see closely the same scatter, only in the 0 to 1 segment (dark blue) can observe higher differences but is interesting that the males are in higher (18%) percentage even the participants are more with one than the female (11%) participants. It highlights clearly that for both groups the main time using Moodle is 2 to 3 hours. Also, it is questionable the amount of time between 0 to 1 hour per week with the relation of performances. In general, the participants are preferring to use Moodle between 1 and 4 hours a week, males 73% and the females 78% and also the females make more effort between 1 to 5 hours a week 89% than the males 82%.

The sixth question analyse the positive impact of Moodle on effectiveness as student.



 



The charts above shows us a significant opinion from both size about the agreement of the positive impact of 73% of males and 67% of females. Also, we can see two different significance on the two groups, males were indefinite with 9% neighter answers while the females were more definite with 11% of disagreement. From the group of participants two males and two females were strongly agree with the positive impact of Moodle however, no one from the participants were strongly disagree.

The seventh question wants to find out that Moodle is an important aid in participants studies.





The charts above shows again a wide scatter of answers moreover a high difference between mail strongly agreement of 18% in comparison with females 56% what mean that the females understood better that Moodle is an important aid. Another wide scatter between the males and females is in agree section, it seems that here the males are standing higher with 73% than the females with 22%. In this segment the difference is 51% what is higher than the previous in strongly agree section where is just 38%. Another significant point is to females where 11% were disagree with the statement that the Moodle is an important aid. In neighter segment the values are quite the same with a difference of 2%.

The eighth statement the students gave them opinion in regard that they are learn more with Moodle than without.


In the chart above it clearly seems that from the group of twenty participants four female and four males agreed that they can learn more with Moodle than without. Two-two female and two-two males divide between neighter and strongly agree. The significant difference we can find in the group who disagreed, where three males and one female state that they cannot learn more with Moodle, what is interesting if we take in consideration that the whole material is available on Moodle. Nobody has strongly disagreed.









The ninth question analyse that Moodle improves the quality of students learning.


  

Above the charts shown us the different opinions of the participants. There are not so wide differences, only at the male site where it seems that some of them 9% disagreed with the statement. Moreover, the only significant is in the strongly agree section where is a difference of 15%. The both agree sides are over 50% but the male neighter percentage is higher with 9% than the female site what is showing us that the males are again more indefinite than the females. In general, the chart shows that the females are more positive than the males.

The tenth statement is aimed to discuss the use of Moodle encourage independent learning.
 
  
The last charts show us the widely difference in agree column, 9 out of 11 male participants stated that are agree that Moodle encourage independent learning and also show that the males in this segment are more definite than the females. In another hand females who are strongly agree are three times more than the males. In disagree are one male and one female who ate stated contrary. However, in the chart above in agree section were five females too, but it seems that the males are more positive than the females, but if take in consideration than the males were 11 participants and the females 9 participants it seems that is not too much the differences. They were not strongly disagreeing students.

Limitations of the study

There were a wide range of limitations during the study, first the days at university because only two days a week it was possible to do the survey. Another limitation it was in the model of research, because the interview model is more effective because you can ask some additional questions what in the survey is not possible. Once is done the questionnaire there is not too much opportunity to change it especially when is not enough the time. The sampling methods it could be more successful if it were not just random convenience but example systematic stratified and the sample number to be infinite. In this case it was a specific place the university, two specific days and sample number was limited.

Conclusion

The conclusion of these study is than the female participants were more definite than the mails, they was able to use more times a week Moodle, and some significance data example that are more students between the ages of 25 to 34, another example 8 out of 11 mail and 6 out of 9 female states that the Moodle has a positive impact on effectiveness as student, 17% more males states that Moodle is an important aid, more than 50% of both parties agreed that Moodle improve the quality of students learning and 9 out of 11 males believe that Moodle encourage independent learning. Overall is good to see the students to put so mush effort in them study.
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