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    Illustrative reconstruction of the site showing the two barrows identified in survey data (DAUGHTER, 2020)

Introduction

This report provides a detailed analysis and reflection on the "Between The Barrows: A Community Archaeology Project" conducted in Harmony Woods, Andover, UK, in 2019. The project, led by Andover Trees United (ATU) in partnership with the Archaeology department of Southampton University, demonstrates the successful combination of archaeological methods, community involvement, and environmental conservation. The project aimed to establish a connection between local communities and their natural and historical surroundings, with the goal of promoting respect and discouraging land misuse and vandalism (MORRELL, 2023).
The following sections of the report will analyse different aspects of the project, such as the main goals, stakeholders, community engagement strategies, primary areas of activity, methodologies used, and lessons learned from the project's implementation. The report will assess community involvement strategies during the planning process and discuss the post-project plan considered.
This report will utilise various sources and analyse the project's implications, contributing to the broader discussion on community archaeology projects and their role in preserving local heritage and promoting environmental stewardship.
Between The Barrows: A Community Archaeology Project in Andover UK, 2019

The project aimed at unveiling the archaeological and historical truths concealed in the undisturbed barrows of Andover, a town steeped in history.
The origins of the 'Between the Barrows' initiative may be traced back to educational excursions to Harmony Woods in the years 2016, 2018, and 2019. During these trips, archaeologists facilitated workshops and delivered presentations on the topic of the Bronze Age. In 2020, subsequent to conducting geophysical surveys, the researchers started the excavation of test trenches with the aim of ascertaining the precise spatial coordinates of one of the barrows. During the year 2021, an excavation process aimed at uncovering the footings for the primary wood supports of the Cabin led to the serendipitous discovery of a previously unknown ditch around one of the barrows. In the preceding year of 2022, the archaeologists were accompanied by a limited contingent of ATU volunteers to undertake the excavation of a cross-sectional area of the ditch.
The Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) was one of the many stakeholders that the initiative sought to engage with (United, 2019). Other stakeholders included local volunteers, school groups, and members of the general public. These diverse stakeholders were involved in a variety of activities, including digging, cleaning, and identifying artefacts unearthed, as well as activities such as dying a handkerchief with natural colours using plants found in Harmony Woods. 
 According to Andover Trees United (2019), the potential benefits of the project included the promotion of a sense of community, the enhancement of knowledge of local heritage, the creation of a sense of place, the promotion of environmental awareness, and the instillation of respect for the natural and cultural landscape in order to deter vandalism and improper use of the land. 
 The community was involved in this project in a variety of ways, including doing research, actively participating in archaeological digs, and actively participating in educational seminars that were interactive. According to Andover Trees United (2019), the purpose of the project was to provide participants real-world experience in archaeology via a hands-on learning opportunity, with the goal of cultivating a better respect for the natural environment and the cultural history of the area. 
 At various points in the construction process, members of the neighbourhood community participated actively. Experience activities were available for school groups, and some of them included excavation, cleaning of discoveries, identification of artefacts, and workshops on producing natural dyes. Additionally, the project included open days for the general public, during which they were able to see archaeologists at work and get their hands on archaeological artefacts from various digs (United, 2019). 
Schoolchildren, 7 schools and 1 after school archaeology group along with 44 volunteers, were given the opportunity to participate in the excavation of the trench by using archaeological trowels to scrape away layers of soil and looking for the telltale signs of worked flint, sieving the soil that was removed from the trench in an effort to find any worked flint that may have been missed, and helping to clean the flint finds that were discovered. They dug up a fake human skeleton and the artefacts that had been buried with it, took notes on the 'burial’, and speculated about the identity of the individual who lived thousands of years ago. This exercise was designed to teach them about archaeological methodology. They also tried their hand at tie-dying, an age-old skill that people from many cultures all around the globe have been doing for centuries and continue to practise even in modern times. Because the local plant dyes that would have been found in Britain 4,000 years ago need heat to function, the use of indigo dye, which originates from a plant that grows in tropical regions, was utilised to save time. (MORRELL, 2023)
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The archaeological digs and the educational seminars were the parts of the initiative that saw the greatest action. Volunteers were given the opportunity to participate in hands-on archaeology during the digs, which helped to stoke their interest in the discipline overall and among younger people in particular. On the other hand, the workshops offered a one-of-a-kind educational experience that connected participants with the natural and historical setting in which they found themselves (United, 2019). 
 'Meaning mapping' and participant observation were the two methods that were used by the project in order to identify and assess the programme's intangible effects. This strategy brought attention to the important social effect that the initiative had, as well as the role it played in fostering local stewardship of Harmony Woods (United, 2019). 
 Volunteering to help in the excavation, attending educational courses, and taking part in open days were just some of the opportunities available to members of the community who wanted to get involved. According to Andover Trees United (2019), these options enabled varying degrees of participation, making it possible to accommodate a variety of interests and obligations. 
One of the most important takeaways from the project was the need of maintaining interaction in order to deter vandalism and improper usage of property. Following the excavation, there were still incidents of vandalism (United, 2019). This is despite the fact that the initiative was successful in teaching land stewardship and creating a feeling of community in the area (United, 2019). This demonstrates the importance of maintaining involved in the community and educating its members. 
In spite of the lack of concrete information about post-project intentions, the report did state that work towards the project's goal is still underway. According to Andover Trees United (2019), it is essential for organisations like this one to keep operating in order to sustain community interest, cultivate local stewardship, and promote protection of both local history and the natural environment.
Conclusion
In essence, the "Between The Barrows" project stands as an effective model in community involvement. It not only brought to light the archaeological and historical treasures of Andover but also demonstrated the power of community ownership and participation in heritage preservation.
The legacy of the project is still discussed and cherished by Andover’s inhabitants, remaining an indelible impression on Andover's archaeological footprint and on community-led initiatives at large.
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