What are the key social elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education?



What is Social Inclusion?

Social inclusion is the process of improving and developing levels of participation and acceptance for a more inclusive society, focusing primarily on individuals from disadvantaged and marginalised backgrounds. Through breaking various barriers, we continue to strive to enhance equal opportunities, access to said opportunities, resources, respect and most importantly a voice (United Nations). Social Inclusion benefits society, through being socially included paired with less conflict, individuals achieve higher levels of wellbeing and happiness, which can lead to a positive impact on the economy. Without inclusion individuals are more likely to experience poor mental health and experience feelings such as low self-esteem, loneliness, and isolation. Thus, proving social inclusion to be an important determinant of health. Individuals diagnosed with a significant mental illness are among the most excluded in society (Sayce & Maesey 1999; Sayce & Morris 1999 ; Sayce, 2000) 
 
LGBTQ+?

An acronym for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning/Queer (plus) other queer identities. A 2017 report on state-sponsored homophobia conducted by the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) found that homosexuality is still illegal in 71 countries and has a death sentence in 13 countries worldwide. Over the past decade LGBTQ+ issues have been acknowledged in global politics and in sociological knowledge. Although the growing understanding and acceptance of LGBTQ+ individuals throughout the 21st century, which has seen laws passed to protect and ensure equality for members of the LGBTQ+ community. LGBTQ+ individuals still face scrutiny for existing (Stonewall 2017). Through the YouGov polling of 5,000 LGBT individual’s; LGBT in Britain – The Crime and Discrimination: a Stonewall’s report highlights this reality. The report found that the abuse went further than acts of hate crime and violence on the streets. Many individuals face poor treatment while going about their daily lives; whilst using public services, visiting the shop, gym, school, place of worship. Through the YouGov polls one in six (17%) LGBT individuals who visited a restaurant, café, bar, or nightclub in 2020 faced discrimination due to their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. A recent study by The Institute of Medicine established that LGBT youth are at a significant higher risk for poor mental and physical health compared with their cisgender and heterosexual peers. For many LGBTQ+ youth, homophobic and transphobic bullying not only affect one’s ability to establish a positive identity but directly hinder them from feelings of safety, belonging, support and affirmation for who they are in school. A 2016 study funded by the National Office for Suicide Prevention determined that 50% of LGBTQ+ youth had been bullied as a result of their sexual identity / perceived sexual identity. (Higgins et al, 2016). 

· 56% of 14-18 year olds had self-harmed. Majority stating the self-harm was related to their LGBTQ+ identity
· 70% had seriously contemplated suicide
· 32% had attempted suicide.








In a 2018 survey conducted by the United Kingdom Government Equalities Office discovered many of the survey’s participants had been ‘outed’ without their consent. Many of whom had fallen victims of verbal harassment in education. Furthermore minimal particaipants felt their education had prepared them for life as an LGBTQ+ person.

Some of the survey’s most important findings are as follows 

In addition, very few respondents felt that their education had prepared them for life as an LGBT person. 

a. In the 2018 academic year, 21% of the survey’s respondents in education had experienced a negative reaction involving someone disclosing their LGBT identity without their permission, and 19% involving verbal harassment, insults or other hurtful comments. 

b. b. 21% of respondents recalled discussion of sexual orientation, gender identity or both at school, with younger respondents much more likely to do so than older respondents. Of those who did, however, only 9% felt this had prepared them well for later life as LGBT people, which did not vary remarkably by age. 


c. 83% of the most serious incidents experienced by respondents within educational institutions in the last academic year were not reported, primarily because they considered them too minor, not serious enough or that they ‘happen all the time’.







LGBTQ+ INCLUSIVE EDUCATION


For every young person to be pepared for life in modern Britain, it's vital that their curriculum reflects the full diverstiy of the world they live in. This includes teaching about LGBT people and themes. While Britain has made huge strides towards LGBT equality in recent decades, anti-LGBT bullying and language unfortunately remain commonplace in Britain's schools. Nearly half of all LGBT pupils still face bullying for being LGBT. A crucial part of tackling this problem is delivering a curriculum that includes LGBT people and their experiences.
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