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Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’s devolved government. Students should refer to issues within the fluid ‘Brexit’ negotiations currently being reported via wide range of media sources.



	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress, we are interested to read your own assessment of this work as a measure of your own effort and in order that we may comment on your strengths and weaknesses.
Please ensure you complete this assessment before submitting your work.

	What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?    
	Involvement on Brexit and how much information put into the essay. 


	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	The layout and structure of the essay 


	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	Learning more on Brexit and having a better understanding 



















This essay will show how the current political landscape is affecting wales and its government. It will explain what Brexit is and means to the UK. It will also give a brief introduction to what article 50 is. Brexit brought the UK together to make a huge decision and some will say for the good and some will say for the bad. There are many different political views on Brexit and this essay will show how all these decisions made will affect the UK positively and negatively. It will also show different views in which people have on Brexit. Focusing on how political parties play a part in the UK’s decision to leave and what influenced the decision for 51.9% of the UK to vote leave the EU. (Hunt, 2018) The decision on having a referendum came to talks as the British public haven’t had a direct say on the relationship with the EU since 1975. Therefore, over the years Europe has changed and there was a clear issue in which the UK felt as though they weren’t getting what they should be as citizens of the EU. After David Cameron became president in 2015 which he wasn’t expecting to happen he had promised the referendum, even though he did not agree on it he promised the UK something in which he stuck to his word. In hindsight Cameron thought that the UK would vote stay but little did he know that would be the complete opposite to the decision in which was made by the UK public. (Wright, 2016) 

Starting with what Brexit actually means. In 2016 a referendum was put in place where the people of United Kingdom had a chance whether they wanted to stay in the EU or leave the EU. In 2016 the majority vote went towards leaving the EU, this was when 51.9% of the UK voted leave. The UK is scheduled to leave the EU at 11pm UK time on Friday 29 March 2019. A lot happened when the votes came through for the referendum decision. One main happening was David Cameron resigning from being prime minister as he didn’t believe in the UK leaving the EU. This was when Theresa May took his place in being prime minister. Theresa may’s views on the referendum were negative before she was prime minister but now she believes it’s the right thing to do as it shows that it’s what the people of the UK want and is in full support of that. The negotiations on Brexit went underway a year after the referendum on June 2017. The EU negotiating teams meet face to face one week every month. By having these meetings they’re making agreements on the rights of UK and EU citizens after Brexit takes place in 2019. These negotiations will be the amount the UK will need to pay on leaving the EU. In the world of politics these situations are very long course issues in which would take a lot of time to fully make the right decision. In any situation, there will be different views on the negotiations in which would impact the decisions. The talks are that there will be a transition period in which would help ease the UK into becoming one with itself. Therefore, it will make it an easier obstacle to overcome for the citizens when the changes start to come into place as the year approaches. The EU is an economic and political partnership which involves 28 European countries. It all began after world war two when the idea of countries working together are less likely to go to war with each other due to their cooperation as countries. Over the years it has become a ‘single market’ in which allows goods and people of the countries to move around as though they’re merged countries. The EU has its own currency, the euro in which 19 of the countries which are members use. The EU also has its own parliament and it sets rules in areas which are very important. These areas include the environment, transport, consumer rights and even decisions on mobile phone charges. All of these decisions will create a whole new dynamic on the UK government and these decisions will change the UK completely on all different aspects. This meaning that decisions made on behalf of the UK in parliament will show to have a huge impact on the lives of all citizens in the UK from money to legislation. (Hunt, 2018) 

Article 50 is known as the plan for any country that wishes to exit the EU. It was created as part of the Treaty Lisbon, this being an agreement signed by all EU states which became law in 2009. Before Treaty, there wasn’t an official form for any country to leave the EU. Article 50 is a very short 5 paragraph long plan which states that any EU member that decides to leave the EU must notify the European council and negotiate a form of withdrawal with the EU. It also states that they have two years to reach the agreement unless that everyone agrees to extend this time. This would also mean that the exiting state wouldn’t be able to take part in any internal discussion about the departure. (Hunt, 2018) 

There are many UK parties in which have a stand on Brexit. All in which have different opinions on the matter. Focusing on the main parties across the UK their views include different aspects in which those supporting those particular parties would have their different opinions on their beliefs. The conservatives were against at the start of Brexit but after the initial referendum their views changed therefore they set out 12 priorities in which were a point plan. Some of these included the UK no longer being bound by EU law, striking trade deals with other countries, a repeal bill to convert existing EU law into UK legislation to be retained or scrapped, quitting the EU single market, leaving the EU customs union and having a new customs agreement, keeping all employment rights currently guaranteed by the EU law. These are just some of the 12 priorities in which The Conservatives feel would be the highlights in which would need doing whilst Brexit is underway. The labour party initially campaigned against Brexit before the referendum took place but now as the result has been honoured they’re aiming for a new close relationship with the EU and the workers’ rights being protected. The labour party seeks mainly to protect the existing workers’ rights, consumer rights and environmental protections. Their other demands are leaving the option of the customs union on the table, guaranteeing rights of the EU nationals living and working in the UK to stay in the country and another being protecting EU structural funding for the rest of the parliament. Some of these demands in which were just shown that the labour party believe in which Brexit should meet are different to what the other parties may seek to achieve in Brexit. (BBC, 2017)
The repeal bill is a piece of legislation which will repeal the ‘1972 European communities act’. It took Britain into the EU which then meant that European law ‘took precedence’ when laws were passed in the UK parliament. It will be the source in which will end the power of the European Court of Justice. It will mean that all the legislations existing in the EU will be copied to the UK law to ensure a better transition for the UK when Brexit happens.  This will seek a better way for the UK to keep their existing laws and have a sense of protection. But all will be an uncertainty until the day the UK officially leaves the EU. (BBC, 2017)

For the UK and the risks for those in poverty are very high as they may be effected a lot when Brexit is underway. a study shown on the Independent states that each household in the UK will be paying £404 more every year due to price inflation. For those suffering from poverty the impact is going to be huge as it will be a struggle for them to get their basic needs to survive. The 5 a day goals for every individual will be even hard to achieve as prices of food are increasing due to initial costs of exportation and the lack of funding that may happen for the UK when they leave the EU. (Mortimer, 2017) The UK government in all its work has done its best to lower the percentage of poverty in the whole of UK with setting legislation and policies in which would make a big impact for the future of those in poverty. A law in which has helped poverty is the minimum wage which has helped seek a minimum of money per hour a citizen of the UK does. This varies from the age a person is but with laws like this is place it would make it more equal for those to gain the money needed to take a step out of poverty and have the ability to afford the basic needs. Also, there are benefits in the UK which people can seek to help them if they’re unable to work. These are a stepping stone in which can help those in poverty as if they’re unable to work they still have an income to help them with their funding. But with Brexit many are unsure of the outcome of this as it could affect the legislation in place if the government doesn’t get the right funding. Therefore, for the UK it has made them anxious as they’re unsure if they’re able to substantially afford their lives and could potentially increase the likelihood of homelessness. (Quickonomics, 2018) 

There is also legislation in place to help prevent child poverty. This piece of legislation has created a whole new dynamic for poverty and child poverty as it seeks to help those children who are living in poverty regain the right lifestyle for them to succeed in the future. This poverty has set goals in which they believe won’t change when Brexit takes place in 2019. The act has set out a legal duty for the government to create a better welfare for those children. The government being under a lot of pressure as it is from other issues its seeming more difficult for them to grasp onto what needs to be done whilst looking at the bigger picture of whose to be impacted from Brexit. This meaning that this piece of legislation would help work with households and families on a smaller income to make it more beneficial to them when Brexit does happen and a possible rise in initial costing on food etc. happens. (childpovertyactiongroup, 2018)

Post truth is a well-known word within politics, in fact it’s used quite a lot to sway people’s opinions on certain events. By creating these post truths, the politicians are creating a sort of lie to get the public’s attention and therefore will be in favour of their decisions in the public eye. A good example of post truth is Donald Trump’s famous statements in which has proven to have never happened or to be a made-up situation in which he has never acted upon. Trump is known for his post truths and has created a sort of army against him in which hasn’t benefited him since being president. Such as he created his own empire with no help at all from his father, when in fact he inherited up to $40 million. Following in trumps unhealthy footsteps has proven to be a bigger post truth among Brexit is Boris Johnson. He stepped foot into the Brexit bus which on the side said, “We send the EU £350 million a week”. The bus created a huge spark in the post truth argument of politics as the figure fails to account for Britain’s rebate which was negotiated by Margaret Thatcher which was worth £100m a week. The conservatives were set to spend the money in which ‘they send to the EU’ on healthcare in the UK. But once challenged about it when the conservatives took lead in the UK parties they backtracked and failed to give the UK what they initially wanted. This caused a huge spin for the citizens of the UK because they took trust in the conservatives and failed to do what initially they set out to do. The trust between the UK and all political parties were at potential risk with the post truths some may speak. Therefore, sceptically of placing a vote in a referendum or a vote anywhere along the lines will be at risk in future elections. (Freedland, 2016)

 There are many political ideas in which inspire people to be involved in politics. In which would give a vast majority of the population a very different opinion on Brexit and politics itself. Anarchism is one in which can be grouped around socialistic or individualistic strains. They believe that the forms of compulsory government aren’t necessary to people’s lives and are also harmful. Communism in which call themselves communists believe that capitalism is damaging to the interest of the masses and workers should unite and overturn it. They also believe that state ownership of all natural resources, land and industry. Conservatisms thoughts and beliefs are that history over time has produced institutions and modes of government that function and should be preserved for the future. Their beliefs are also that political change would be gradual instead of being revolutionary. Therefore, it would happen on its own and not a forced method. Environmentalism concern is improving the natural environment and believe that humans interaction needs for greater regulation. Feminism and their beliefs are that society and the political system are patriarchal. They believe that there needs to be an improvement in the political social and economic position of women. Liberalism is the belief in protecting all rights of an individual and ensure their maximum freedom. Liberalists believe that each individual regardless of who they are have their own set of rights and these should always be protected regardless. Lastly socialism known as socialists have the want to improve the quality of life for all members of society. They believe in a political system in which is characterised by state direction in the political and economic policy. Their beliefs in which would to inherit a free market economy to redress inequality. All these ideologies are something in which effects an individual’s beliefs and how they see politics and the world itself. (Knight, 2017) The cognitive theory is a good example in which would show how a person has their beliefs. Starting from behaviour, environmental factors and personal factors. These three factors would be the main body in which a person would have their own set of beliefs. This meaning that an individual’s beliefs are made up from experiences in life, cognitive, affective and biological events. (Sincero, 2011) 

Wales is predicted to be hit the hardest when Brexit gets underway in 2019. This is predicted due to the amount of exporting Wales do to the EU. According to statistics wales exports 60% of goods to EU. This would create a negative impact on the exporting if tariffs were increased and placed to stop the process. With this being said it could affect the trade agreements in place therefore exporting would be at an all-time low. The impact on this would be critical for Wales as a loss of jobs would be shown and prices for home goods would sky rocket. (BBC, 2017) Wales over years has had the most amount of money from the European Union but the vote on the referendum made the UK wonder why majority would vote leave. Since 2000 Wales has had the award of the highest levels of economic support because of it being one of the poorest parts of the EU. Since 2000 the EU has given an estimated total of £4bn to structural funding. This was set to continue until 2020. This money was set to be used to help the Welsh economy become wealthier and a stronger country. Brexit would mean an uncertainty if the money would still be given to help Wales and its quest to become a wealthier economy. Part of the money was being used to help job growth in Wales. (Dickins, 2016) This helped with the level of unemployment as in 2016 it was at 63,000. The unemployment level is the lowest in wales than the UK as a whole. Primarily as there aren’t enough jobs in relation to the amount of population. (Dickins, 2016) Wales is known for having a higher proportion of inward investment across the UK. Many firms which are working within Wales and employing large amounts of people decided to be in Wales as it meant they would be able to trade within a big marketplace with no trade barriers in their way. This would then mean that Wales and these big foreign companies are in the unknown until Brexit is underway on the initial cost that could affect the companies. (Dickins, 2016)

In wales farming is a very popular field of work for many. Agriculture and rural communities in wales are expecting the biggest hit when Brexit gets underway. Hill farming and sheep farming are dependent on the EU funding. Without the funding, a loss of farming will show therefore a loss in the food production for Wales will be at a standstill as there will be no farms getting the funding needed to cope and sustain when Brexit takes place. Also, rural communities are an important contribution to the Welsh culture and the language. Without these communities, it will create a huge impact on the amount of uniqueness shown in Wales. There will be a loss in culture and also a loss in the acknowledgement of what wales stands for and who they are as a country. Wales is a united country and stand for their own language and stand for their language not fading out. Without the rural communities, there will be a loss in this as they’re the main beam in which the fluent welsh speakers are from. The reality behind Brexit may seem to be a bigger hit for Wales as in due course they will get to see the difference in what the vote has created for them and their society. (Williamson, 2017) 

Manufacturing accounts for 10% of the UK economy. This meaning that without it the economy would see a huge drop in the market. Carmakers are one of the main exporters which are seeking for the UK to stay in the customs union until they strike a new deal with the EU. Big companies are demanding having their rights remain the same as the tariffs would see to affect their companies majorly if put in place. Tom Enders, Airbus chief executive stated that ‘mobility between our sites in Europe is crucially important. Which shows that Brexit is creating a negative atmosphere for big businesses in the UK which shouldn’t be at risk but are deeming to be under major risk if the UK leaves the EU under a no deal basis. (finanicaltimes, 2018)
 
When speaking of soft and hard Brexit, for wales initially they’re both crucial as it would set out the paths in which Wales will take. Soft Brexit for Wales would mean that they would retain a membership of the single market through the EEA. This would mean that Wales could have a relationship with the EU without being a part of it. Therefore, a relationship would still be there between the EU and Wales but they won’t directly be a part of the EU. This would be the best outcome for Wales as I would entail free movement of goods, services, capital and people. This meaning there would be an ongoing process to make Wales better with the help of the EU still being available. Hard Brexit on the other hand for Wales would mean there would be no new deal meaning trade would have to go with the World Trade Organization rules and exports entering the EU would be subjected to tariffs. Each of these routes have different outcomes. (Jones, 2016) Most political parties stand for Soft Brexit but Prime Minister Theresa May said ‘No deal is better than a bad deal’ meaning that her views are to get a no deal situation meaning that those who backed the conservatives may regret their decision as there are many views on Soft Brexit being the better exit for the UK. (Henley, 2017) 

Until Brexit is underway in 2019 the certainty of everything is unknown. The predictions in which what will happen to the economy of the UK are primarily negative. But from data collection since the referendum states different. The results show that the UK economy has grown 1.8% since 2016 and still showed to be the same and growing at the same rate in 2017. (Hunt, 2018) Therefore a clear result on what may happen will never be known until the event happens. Shown in the information provided that Wales are under a major threat with Brexit as they seem to be having the worst outcome of it all. For the citizens of Wales, it was something that they wanted therefore these impacts are to be expected. Political parties are there to help those understand and underpin the real results they would like to see from Brexit. Which is a reason in which why election voting is very important for the nation to give their opinions and have a say in what their country decides. The opinions on each political party are in which opinions of many other citizens of the UK. Therefore, there is a political party in the UK for each person to stand behind. As the UK public have spoken and given their say in the referendum Brexit is fully underway. Despite the issues with the ongoing parties having their say in the decisions made within parliament there must be an initial trust between them and the UK as they’re the closest link in which will give an end result for Brexit. (financialtimes, 2018) The UK government is under a substantial amount of pressure from the whole nation as their decisions are what will determine the future of the citizens of the UK. The legislations and policies already in place are there to help the UK and seek to get the best outcome there can be for the nation. Its proven that there are many for arguments and against arguments of Brexit as there are two different sides in which would effectively hurt the UK or potentially benefit. All in all, there is a lot of pressure underway of the political parties and their power to seek the best for the UK. This is where substantial trust must be in place between the government and the UK for the best result for the UK. (PWC, 2018)
















Reference List
BBC. (2017) EU Withdrawl bill 
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-39266723 
BBC (2017) UK parties stand on Brexit
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-39665835 
BBC. (2017) wales most at risk from hard Brexit 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-39405561 
childpovertyactiongroup. (2018) child poverty promise and child poverty act
http://www.cpag.org.uk/content/child-poverty-promise-and-child-poverty-act 
Dickins, S. (2016) unemployment rate gap 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-37360503 
Dickins, S. (2016) where does Brexit vote leave Welsh economy?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-36619404 
Financialtimes. (2018) how Brexit will affect sectors of the UK economy 
https://www.ft.com/content/602f3674-573a-11e7-9fed-c19e2700005f 
Freedland, J. (2016) post truth 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/may/13/boris-johnson-donald-trump-post-truth-politician 
Henley, J. (2017) Brexit weekly briefing 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/may/30/brexit-weekly-briefing-no-deal-bad-deal-theresa-may 
Hunt, A. (2018) Brexit
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-32810887 
Jones, I. (2016) what will Brexit mean for wales?
http://ppiw.org.uk/what-will-brexit-mean-for-wales/ 
Knight, J. (2017) Politics 
http://www.dummies.com/education/politics-government/british-politics-for-dummies-cheat-sheet/ 
Mortimer, C. (2017) households are more than £400 worse off after Brexit 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-800-worse-off-households-food-poverty-inflation-a8064286.html 
PWC. (2018) The impact of Brexit on government and public sector
https://www.pwc.co.uk/the-eu-referendum/the-impact-of-brexit-on-government-and-public-sector.html 
Quickonomics. (2018) government policies to reduce poverty 
https://quickonomics.com/government-policies-to-reduce-poverty/ 
Sincero, S. (2011) cognitive learning theory
https://explorable.com/cognitive-learning-theory 
Williamson, D. (2017) why wales is at risk 
http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/wales-risk-being-profoundly-affected-13348425 
Wright, O. (2016) Brexit and the referendum 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/what-is-brexit-why-is-there-an-eu-referendum-a7042791.html 






