In this review I will be discussing a text called Feudal society by Marc Bloch. Marc Bloch was a Medieval historian who, interestingly, served in both world wars and was a resistance leader during the latter one.[footnoteRef:1]  He was considered to be a hero with Mike Dash calling him “one of the greatest men among historians” which without a doubt I consider to be true, judging by the feats he accomplished.[footnoteRef:2] As well as being a medieval historian he focused on social and economic history. Bloch was a Professor of medieval history at Strasbourg University from 1919 and in 1936 he became a Professor of economic history at Sorbonne.[footnoteRef:3] In some ways, the fact that he served in the world wars could have possibly made an impact or even influenced his work in the academic field, this may be why much of his work was focussed on the underclasses.[footnoteRef:4] [1:   The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica, ‘Marc Bloch’, Encyclopædia Britannica, 2nd August 2011, < https://www.britannica.com/biography/Marc-Bloch> [Accessed 26th November 2017]]  [2:  Mike Dash, ‘History Heroes: Marc Bloch’, Smithsonian, 10th November 2011<https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-heroes-marc-bloch-134082792/> [Accessed 26th November 2017]]  [3:  John Simkin, ‘Marc Bloch’, Spartacus-Educational, September 1997 Updated August 2014 <http://spartacus-educational.com/FRbloch.htm> [Accessed 26th November 2017]]  [4:  Jonathan Jarrett, ‘In praise of Marc Bloch’s Feudal Society’, A Corner of Tenth-Century Europe, 1st June 2014< https://tenthmedieval.wordpress.com/2014/06/01/in-praise-of-marc-blochs-feudal-society/ > [Accessed 29th November 2017]] 

Some of his other works include Kings and serfs and French rural history: An essay on its Basic Characteristics. I believe it is safe to say that these works including Feudal society all relate to each other.[footnoteRef:5] This is because in his work Kings and Serfs he talks about what “freedom and servitude meant in the middle ages” and he continues looking into this subject in Feudal society.[footnoteRef:6] In Feudal society and French rural history he talks in both about the lives of people in France, both from a peasant’s viewpoint and of a person with a higher standing in society.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Spartacus-Educational, ‘Marc Bloch’[Accessed 26th November 2017]]  [6:  ‘Marc Bloch’, YourDictionary, <http://biography.yourdictionary.com/marc-bloch> [Accessed 26th November 2017]]  [7:  Daniel Little, ‘Marc Bloch’s History’ Understanding society, 2nd April 2008  <https://understandingsociety.blogspot.co.uk/2008/04/marc-blochs-history.html > [Accessed 27th November 2017]

] 

In the text that I am reviewing, Feudal society, Bloch covers topics such as whether there has been more than one feudalism, characteristics of European feudalism, and the survival of European feudalism especially in France past the time from when “European societies diverged decisively from the feudal pattern”. The text is not necessarily a difficult read but it could have possibly suffered during the translation process, which means that it is a harder read than was intended. It definitely feels, at least, like it is not something someone would read casually; a person reading this would have an interest in the subject or be studying the work. Since this is the case, one of the main strengths of the text is that is it clear that Bloch has an extensive knowledge on the subject of feudalism and that shines through. As well as this, he supports many of his ideas and thoughts about it with quotes and references from other notable historians such as Georges Lefebvre, Thomas Frederick Tout, Montesquieu and Voltaire to name a few. Another strength would be that although Bloch focuses mainly on European feudalism, especially in France, he does acknowledge and talk about the various forms of feudalism throughout the world. This means that his idea is not limited to one form of feudal society and allows him to draw upon numerous other examples. In the text he provides clear subheadings for each separate concept he is talking about, this allows the reader to find the specific idea that they were looking for easily.
Bloch uses separate sources to supplement his ideas such as the historians I named earlier, in addition to Dudo of Saint-Quentin. The fact that Bloch uses Dudo of Saint-Quentin in his work adds more credibility to it as it is a primary source from a period of which feudalism, though it was not called that at the time, would have played a big part in society.
Some examples of Bloch’s arguments include, when discussing the characteristics of European Feudalism, that it should be “seen as the outcome of the violent dissolutions of older societies” and that “It was a unequal society, rather than a hierarchal one” suggesting that feudalism derives from a culmination of the aspects of societies that came before, and that it was not as simple as having the Liege lord at the top of the ladder and as you go down the ladder you find less important people, but rather that the person or people at the top of the ladder oppress or subjugate the less important people, namely the peasants. As well as this another key argument of his is that there was not just one feudalism. He puts forward the argument that feudalism existed all around the world and in some parts of the world it occurred more than once. Bloch gets his arguments across in a way which is succinct and coherent and easy to follow. 
Bloch’s work, Feudal Society, contributes to the debate on whether feudalism actually existed at all in addition to whether there was more than one form of it, as some historians believed that it existed as one-time occurrence. The general reception of the work among academics, is that it is widely considered to be a very insightful and good work as can be seen in the review by T.H Marshall in the British Journal of Sociology. He says that “This is a great book, fully worth of the great historian who wrote it.”[footnoteRef:8] Another review states “Marc Bloch's classic work of history is one of the great studies of the medieval period.”[footnoteRef:9] Academics generally agree that it is a defining work on feudalism and feudal society. [8:  T.H. Marshall“The British Journal of Sociology.” The British Journal of Sociology, vol. 13, no. 2, “1962”, pp. 173–175. JSTOR, JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/587894.]  [9:  ‘Marc Bloch - Feudal Society: The Growth of Ties of Dependence’, Resolutereader, 9th August 2014 <http://resolutereader.blogspot.co.uk/2014/08/marc-bloch-feudal-society-growth-of.html> [Accessed 29th November 2017]] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The desired audience that Bloch would have had in mind for his work as I suggested earlier, would have been people who studied medieval society on an academic level or people who already had knowledge on the subject. It would not be read casually or as a bedside book.[footnoteRef:10] The edition of the text that I read was published by Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd in 1960s whereas the original was published in 1940[footnoteRef:11]. This could have affected my interpretation of the text because firstly it had to be translated from French into English and secondly it was over 20 years since the original had been published and as such the translator may have misinterpreted some of what Bloch was trying to say. [10:  Resolute reader, ‘Marc Bloch - Feudal Society: The Growth of Ties of Dependence’, [Accessed 29th November 2017]]  [11: YourDictionary ‘Marc Bloch’, [Accessed 26th November 2017]] 

In conclusion, Bloch’s Work is insightful, succinct and coherent and discusses many arguments and debates about feudalism and it is clear that Bloch had an extensive knowledge of the subject from which he could draw from.
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