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	Introduction and Research Aim
The methodology chapter provides a reliable and transparent account of the techniques used to identify, select, and analyse the information used in this secondary research study.  
Research Aim: To explore and identify the multi-faceted barriers (socio-economic, cultural, and systemic) faced by ethnic minority communities in the UK in accessing information and resources regarding blood and organ donation. 
Objectives:
· Investigate socio- and cultural factors (Grossi, 2023).
· Analyse the impact of faith and religious beliefs (Deedat, 2013).
· Evaluate NHS communication strategies (Boadu, 2024).
· Identify policy interventions to improve healthcare equity (Grossi,2023; Boadu, 2024)
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In secondary research, a search strategy is a systematic and organised plan for identifying and retrieving the most relevant literature on a specific topic (Aveyard, 2014).
· Databases: UWTSD library, PubMed, BMJ, Cochrane library, Google Scholar, etc.

· Key words: Blood Donation, Organ Transplantation, Ethnic Minorities, BAME, Barrier, Health Equity. 
· Boolean operators: These are used to refine the searches, i.e.( “BAME” OR “Ethnic Minority”) AND (“Organ Donation” And “UK”) AND “Barriers.”


	Searching for Information  
To inform this research, a systematic search across primary academic databases was conducted to ensure the inclusion of Peer-reviewed, strong-quality evidence.
· PubMed: This database was utilised specifically to access MEDLINE, providing authoritative biomedical and health literature regarding the clinical aspects of blood and organ donation.
· UWTSD Library: University of Wales Trinity Saint David library portal utilised to access PubMed and 
CINAHL via Shibboleth/Open Athens to ensure full access to protected academic journals.
· The Cochrane Library: This was used to find systematic reviews, which provide the highest standards of evidence for healthcare interventions.
· BMJ Journals: Searching took place within the British Medical Journal group for qualitative studies concerning the Social and ethical barriers faced by ethnic minority communities in the UK.
· Google Scholar: This tool was used to identify “grey literature” and cross-reference citations to ensure no seminal studies were missed.


 
	The Problem
Disparities in Kidney waiting times (UK) for minority patients compared to the majority population.




	Research Validation and Analysis [image: Checkmark with solid fill]
 In secondary research, validation is the systematic process of evaluating the quality, reliability, and credibility of existing data sources(Aveyard, 2014). It is defined as a critical appraisal process that ensures the evidence selected is fit for purpose, methodologically sound, and free from significant bias (Jesson, Matheson and Lacey, 2021).  For validation, this study also includes established frameworks, such as the CRAAP Test, to verify that secondary data are authentic and representative of the UK landscape.


	Inclusion Criteria: 

· Contemporary enough to reflect current NHS Trust levels, while being long enough to capture the full impact of the 2020 legislative shift to the “Opt-Out system”)
15-year Timeline: Sources from 2011-2026
· Included are sources from the UK that are 15 years old or less 
· Articles that are fully accessible online, Open Access, 
· Peer-reviewed Journals sourced from BMJ, CINAHL and verified academic/clinical publishers.
· Studies focused on blood and organ donation, Ethnic minorities/BAME in the UK.
· Ethical: data transparently available
· Credible: Relying on sources that have been through the CRAAP Test evaluation.
 

	Exclusion Criteria: 

· Excluded sources over 15 years old, sources outside the UK, 
· Articles which were not fully accessible I.e., “Pay-Per- View” content.
· Studies not in English
· Non-Academic /grey literature: Blogs, newspaper opinion pieces, and unverified websites were excluded to ensure the research was built on a foundation of credible and reliable academic information


	 Ethical Considerations  
Definition of Ethics in Secondary Research: The responsible handling of data originally collected by others to ensure the privacy, dignity, and rights of the original subjects are maintained. (Wiles 2013).
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Submission Notes – Please Delete Before Submission

· The Academic Methodology Poster is worth 15% of your final grade for BMHP6020 Independent Project. 
· Your poster should be no more than 2 pages in length and between 300 - 500 words approximately. 
· All information should be cited using the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guidelines from Cite them Right.
· Try not to include too much information as you will be able to explain concepts further within your main dissertation. 
· Use visuals and colours to make your poster engaging to the audience. 
· Ensure your poster is clear and consistent in style. 
· Convey the information in an appealing way which can be understood by any audience. 
· Use the headings within this guidance to ensure you include all the information for successful completion of this element.  


Respect for Intellectual Property:


Properly cite and reference original sources. 


Privacy and Confidentiality:


Protect the privacy and confidentiality of individuals when using data with sensitive or identifiable information. (British Psychological Society, 2021)


Data Integrity and Reliability: 


Compliance with Laws and Regulations:


Informed Consent


Use reliable and valid data sources. Assess the quality and integrity of sources. (Aveyard, 2014)


Adhere to relevant laws and regulations governing data use and research (e.g. GDPR).  (Data Protection Act, 2018)


Comply with informed consent agreements when using data that requires it or ensuring that if you have used primary research sources, the participants have provided their consent.  (Helsinki,2013).


Avoid plagiarism. (Pears and Shields, 2022)
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