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Aim: To provide a philosophical account of the concept of hypocrisy with particular reference to public and private spheres

Objectives: 
1. to critically evaluate existing definitions of hypocrisy 
2. to examine the relationship between hypocrisy and moral authority

3. to evaluate factors that may negate or mitigate claims of hypocrisy
4. to appraise the necessity of hypocrisy in public life 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
In this dissertation, I will argue that accusations of hypocrisy are damaging to those accused and, in many cases, not fully justified. The argument will commence with an examination of the concept of hypocrisy drawing on both common sense usage and philosophical analysis. 

In general settings, the term ‘hypocrite’ is “a feigning to be what one is not or to believe what one does not : behavior that contradicts what one claims to believe or feel. Especially: the false assumption of an appearance of virtue or religion”
. Any casual survey of mainstream media will illustrate that the charge of hypocrisy is commonplace. President Trump’s $130k payment to pornography star Stormy Daniels (Feuer, 2018) to silence her story that they had a sexual encounter, whilst at the same time proclaiming Christian family values maybe a paradigm case. Trump seems to be publicly proclaiming one set of values whilst living by another. Moreover, it appears that those with public lives are more exposed to charges of hypocrisy than private individuals, since they are more likely to claim moral authority over others. Additionally, their private lives are of more interest than general members of the public and so are more targeted for accusations of hypocrisy. Therefore, the distinction between public and private spheres will be a particular reference throughout this work (Hampshire, 1999). 

I will examine a number of features of claimed hypocrisy in order to provide an account. First, the importance of charges of hypocrisy will be discussed in terms of the erosion of moral authority often termed ‘standing to blame’ in the literature. For example, when a Minister of State talks of the importance of truth in public life, but is found guilty of lying in court. Secondly, I will discuss whether or not weakness of will or akrasia is a mitigation against hypocrisy (Bartel, 2019). For instance, when an anti-drugs campaigner takes drugs at a party.  Third, the relationship between the explicit avowal of moral values and the acceptance of moral standards through group membership in relation to hypocrisy will be examined. For example, the difference in being a member of a church and the leader of a church when acting contrary to the church’s moral teaching.   Forth, the ranking of conflicting values as a mitigation or negation against charges of hypocrisy will be discussed. For illustration, where a socialist politician sends his or her children to a private school. Finally, I will defend the claim that in public life some hypocrisy is not only necessary, it is, in fact, desirable by drawing on Machiavelli (2003) and the dirty hands problem (Walzer, 1973).  
It is concluded that the charge of hypocrisy is a powerful normative act that has the potential to significantly damage an individual. It therefore requires care in its deployment. There is a tendency to over-charge those in public office with this moral offence, because mitigating factors such as akrasia and the complexities of balancing conflicting values in different spheres are often ignored by accusers.
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