Prince Cinders by Babette Cole
Prince Cinders (Babette Cole, 1987) demonstrates many features commonly associated with postmodern picture books.
It rewrites a traditional fairy tale
The story is a fractured retelling of Cinderella. Instead of a female protagonist waiting for a prince, the central character is a prince himself, reversing the original fairy-tale structure.
It subverts gender stereotypes
Prince Cinders is gentle, small, and powerless, while Princess Lovelypenny is active and independent. The book challenges traditional expectations about masculinity and femininity.
It parodies the original tale
The story humorously mocks familiar Cinderella elements, including the fairy godmother, magical transformations, the ball, and the "perfect prince" narrative.
It uses irony and humour
The fairy's magic repeatedly goes wrong, turning Prince Cinders into a monkey rather than a handsome prince. This comic reversal creates irony and challenges fairy-tale conventions.
It questions traditional notions of beauty
Unlike conventional fairy tales that celebrate physical perfection, Prince Cinders suggests that kindness, authenticity, and individuality are more important than appearance.
It challenges the idea of a fixed happy ending
Although the story ends positively, it does so by mocking and reworking the traditional "happily ever after" formula rather than simply reproducing it.
It relies on intertextuality
Readers' understanding depends on their familiarity with Cinderella. Much of the humour comes from recognising how the story differs from the original fairy tale.
It encourages readers to question dominant narratives
The book invites readers to reconsider accepted assumptions about princes, princesses, beauty, power, and romance.
It blurs the boundary between serious and comic storytelling
While addressing issues such as family bullying, identity, and self-worth, it does so through exaggerated comedy and absurd situations.
It presents alternative perspectives
By shifting the focus from Cinderella to a male character, the story offers a new viewpoint on a traditional narrative.
The illustrations contribute to meaning
The exaggerated, cartoon-like illustrations add humour and frequently communicate ideas that go beyond the written text, making readers interpret multiple modes of storytelling.
It undermines traditional fairy-tale authority
Rather than treating classic fairy tales as fixed and unquestionable, Prince Cinders playfully reconstructs and critiques them, a central feature of postmodern literature.
Prince Cinders is postmodern because it uses parody, intertextuality, gender-role reversal, irony, humour, and the subversion of traditional fairy-tale conventions. By rewriting Cinderella from a different perspective and questioning assumptions about beauty, gender, and power, the text encourages readers to challenge established narratives and construct their own meanings.

