                                      Storytelling Analysations
Storytelling
   The National Storytelling Network describes storytelling as an old art form and an important source of human expression. Because story is vital to so many art forms, the term "storytelling" is frequently employed in a variety of contexts. Shedlock ,1917:9) states that Storytelling is a two-way interaction between the storyteller and one or more listeners.  ‘Story telling is almost the oldest art in the world’ the first conscious form of literacy communication 'The responses received from the listener determine how the tale is told, therefore storytelling comes from both the interaction and collaboration of the teller and the audience. The role of the listener in a story is to actively reshape the vivid images, actions, characters, and events in their mind based on the storyteller’s performance, influenced by their own mind and past experiences, beliefs, and understandings. This process therefore allows the story to come more into the listener’s mind as a unique and personal experience. The listener also becomes a co-creator of the story they experience. Storytelling can be intertwined with various other art forms. The dynamic, modern storytelling movement has led to new ways of combining storytelling with drama, music, dance, comedy, puppetry, and many other creative expressions. Story telling comes within different forms from culture can involve singing, chanting music, poetry, music, and chanting. The aim of books was to improve children’s minds from fairy tales and stories with morals. Before stories used to be stereotyped and between genders and the females were always made out to be the villain's . Although fairy tales has negative aspects as they were unrealistic untrue expectations causing violent behaviour and being stereotypical.
     Storytelling has multiple benefits, one being that it increases understanding, it has an impact on the audience because the well-crafted stories have the power to impact people’s perspective. Storytelling enhances creativity because the listener or observer becomes a co-creator. Stories can be beneficial because the stories we encounter as children have a profound impact on how we perceive the world. Young children often grow up in confined environments. By reading their stories, we can introduce them to distant places, fascinating characters, and thought-provoking situations, broadening and enriching their perspectives. Stories can also be a powerful tool for helping children navigate real-life challenges. Studies show that the brain activity triggered by reading fiction closely mirrors the experience of living through such events, allowing children to process and find solutions to real-life problems. Research shows that children who hear stories regularly have an easier time understanding other people. They tend to be more empathetic and have a better grasp of theory of mind, that is, they understand that other people have their own thoughts and feelings, which might be different from their own. This helps them better understand and predict how others think and act in social situations.
      Children can also benefit from when they are asked ‘what happened in the story.’ Asking children if they remember what happened in the story or checking if they understand some of the trickier words can really boost their comprehension and vocabulary. Asking more thoughtful questions, like "Why do you think this character did that?" encourages kids to think about and better understand the reasons behind people's actions and motivations. Storytelling is a key part of language and literacy development for young children. It helps them pick up unfamiliar words, practice speaking, and grasp how stories are structured. Beyond language, storytelling also boosts literacy, listening, social-emotional skills, and creative thinking. Digital storytelling is another excellent tool for supporting children’s development. It involves using technology like computers, tablets, and smartphones to create stories with a mix of text, images, audio, and videos. These multimedia stories are a fun and interactive way to engage children in language and literacy activities. One of the keyways storytelling boosts language and literacy development is by helping children improve their ability to summarize and break down stories. Summarising elements like the plot, setting, and characters is a common and effective learning strategy. The more stories' children are exposed to, the better they become at remembering and noticing key details. Storytelling enhances both memory and the ability to use narrative language effectively. Finally, storytelling is an excellent way to spark creative thinking in children. As they listen to a story, they use their imagination to visualize the characters and settings. This helps them produce fresh ideas and think creatively.
Linking storytelling to Bowlby’s Attachment Theory highlights the importance of the caregiver-child bond. Bowlby suggests that when children form secure attachments to their caregivers, it provides them with emotional security, allowing them to explore and learn confidently. When caregivers tell stories or read to children, it deepens this emotional connection, creating a sense of safety and comfort. This secure attachment helps children focus better, learn more effectively, and engage with language. Children who feel securely attached are more likely to feel confident in their surroundings, take risks in their language development, and use storytelling to grow emotionally and cognitively.
Traditional storytelling is the art of sharing a story with an individual or group without relying on a book or written text. The storyteller recites the story from memory, capturing the audience’s attention through tone, gestures, and expressive body language. Contemporary storytelling, in its most basic form, involves sharing a story through a picture book or text. Research shows that when children are exposed to stories and given the chance to explore high-quality picture books, they are often motivated to become enthusiastic readers and writers (Roche, 2015).
Traditional storytelling involves telling a story from memory, and those new to the practice may worry about forgetting parts. However, this is a common myth. While it does take practice, an oral story can evolve with each retelling, giving the storyteller the freedom to adapt and modify the story as it progresses. Whilst both forms of storytelling, traditional and contemporary, are sometimes carried out props such as puppets, to help engage young children.
Now in the 21st century, storytelling has taken a new form. The use of digital media, such as audio files, films, and pictures, has enhanced it; this technique is known as digital storytelling. Unlike traditional storytelling, which uses resources such as paper, tapes or discs, and film, a digital story uses material on electronic files. As a result, digital stories can contain not only text, images, video, and audio, but also interactive features like maps and social media elements like tweets. With the help of digital storytelling, children can learn the importance of emotional responses and be inspired to act or think in new ways. Students may feel moved by these tales and be inspired to therefore study subjects they are enthusiastic about. Using digital platforms including websites, social media, mobile apps, and video games to tell a story is known as digital storytelling. Creators can experiment with many formats, styles, and technologies thanks to this adaptable and dynamic medium.
Traditional storytelling is when a narrator tells a set story to an audience, using different vocal tones, gestures, and facial expressions to provoke reactions and engage listeners. This form relies on the idea that the basic structure of the story always stays the same. Whilst Digital storytelling, on the other hand, removes the requirement for a single narrator, allowing multiple narrators to participate at once. They can influence the story through responses, comments, continuations, alternative plots, and other methods. 

Props / puppets/images
For my traditional story I chose to use props and images to help the children engage better with my chosen story of Goldilocks and The Three Bears. Including props or images gives the children a better sense of the characters of the story they are listening to. When props or images are being introduced children can therefore use their own imaginations, think of different endings, and imagine the settings of the story in their own minds.it will make the story come to life because when a child sees something visual, like a puppet or a picture, it grabs the children’s attention better than just written words on paper. It also helps them to remember the story better because they can associate the images with what they heard overall it makes story telling more fun and interactive. It becomes more interactive because it will therefore inspire them to think creatively and produce their own stories. Also, it will create them to participate by asking questions or acting things out. When using those props, it can also help with a child’s language development. When children see and hear words associated with the props, it will help them to learn new vocabulary and can make the story be more relatable, as they can connect it to their own experiences creating a richer storytelling experience for both the narrator and audience being the children.

Rhyming
When your child rhymes words, it helps their brain develop important skills for reading. They learn how to break words down into smaller parts, which makes it easier for them to figure out unfamiliar words. Children who struggle with reading often have trouble with this. Rhyming also helps them grasp the rhythm of both spoken and written language. Kids enjoy the fun of rhyming, which encourages them to read more rhyming books. This not only makes reading enjoyable but also helps them develop vocal inflection and become more aware of sound differences, both of which support their reading development. 
[bookmark: _Int_P8N7g3OV]    Research into how rhyming ability predicts reading success began in the 1980s. A study from 1987 found that three year olds who knew more nursery rhymes showed better phonological skills as they grew (Maclean, Bryant, and Bradley). A similar study conducted in the UK in 1994 found differences in reading abilities among children, with those who had strong rhyming awareness and faster speech rates showing better reading skills compared to their peers with average or poor reading abilities (McDougall, Hulme, Ellis, and Monk).
   Rhyme and rhythm in books are great for children because they make the stories catchier and more fun to interact. When children hear rhymes, it will help them recoganise sounds impacting their vocabulary and patterns in words which is import when learning to read. Also rhyming stories can help improve their memory because the rhyme makes it easier to remember the words. It can help add a musical element to the story to keep the children engaged and entertained, also to help build upon their language skills and make reading more enjoyable for them.
Metaphors
    The story book i have chosen for my digital story was We're Going on A Bear Hunt and this book included multiple metaphors are a creative way of explaining something by comparing it to something else. for the children to add creativity to relate and describe things to similar things they already know about. Metaphors can spark imagination, making the story more relatable. To help children think more about meanings behind the words boosting their comprehension skills. The use of metaphors is a fun way to explore emotions and experiences.when stories use metaphors it makes the language more imaginatively engaging, which will capture the children's attention. They can therefore relate to the feelings and experiences described, making the story more meaningful. Metaphors will allow children to think creatively. Metaphors also allow children to explore emotions and concepts in a relatable way. For example, ‘as brave as a lion’ children connect that feeling to their own experiences of courage to help express their feelings better. 
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