In up to 1000 words, compare and contrast different conceptions of environment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Environment conceptions can differ from individual to individual, and also between cultures. Conceptions of the environment can change the way a group of people treat that particular area and also the way the people treat each other.  Conceptions can differ between environment types and also within the same or similar environments. 
The Nuer by Evans- Pritchard (1940), provides an example of how a people’s conception of an environment shapes their livelihood. The Nuer are a pastoral society that rely on cattle farming to survive, Pritchard states their “herds provide them with meat, and this probably accounts in part for their lack of interest in hunting” (p. 73). This is a contrast to the San people who live in a similar environment but rely on hunting. Peters-Golden explains that the main tools the San people use are “bows and arrows, spear, knives and ropes” (1994, p. 101). This shows that unlike the Nuer the San have adapted their hunting pattern and style in order to increase effectiveness. While the Nuer hunt primarily with spears which is rather ineffective for the environment (Evans-Pritchard, 1940, p. 73), but their dependence on the cattle provides reason for such poor hunting skills.
The Nuer also adapt their buildings to the environment, for example the environment they live in is prone to flooding during periods of large amounts of rain. So, the Nuer build their homes on raised land. Evans-Pritchard explains this, “By making their villages on elevated ground Nuer keep themselves and their cattle above the flood” (1940, p. 64).  This adaptation to the environment during specific seasons is also seen in the San culture, during rainy season the San build huts with “thickly thatched roofs” and during periods of the year when the weather is less harsh they often build camps with no shelter of any kind (Peters-Golden, 1994, p. 100). 
The cosmology of a group of people can also be affected by their conceptions of environment. For example the Yanomamo practice animism in the sense that they believe the jaguar is almost human due to its ability to hunt them like they hunt other animals (Chagnon, 1968). This is an example of how a culture is directly affected within its cosmology by their conception of the environment. Another example of this is the Mbuti, Turnbull states that the Mbuti believe in a “supernatural power which they identify with the forest” (1961, p. 134). Although this isn’t quite the same as the San, this is not animism, but the fact that both groups of people despite living in completely different environments, both take parts of it and adapt it into their culture through cosmology. 
Manipulation of an environment, through horticulture is also common in many cultures such as the Yanomamo (Chagnon, 1968). The Yanomamo practice the method of ‘slash and burn’, creates clear open spaces that are fertile for them to build and grow their crops. The Yanomamo strive to keep the forest out of their day to day life. They create this sense of dominion over the forest that is not present in other societies mentioned in this essay, other than the Nuer who have it only in the sense of their pastoralism of the cattle (Evans-Pritchard, 1940). The Yanomamo do however recognise that despite their belief that the land has needs, they allow it to rest and move their gardens when necessary (Chagnon, 1968). 
For many societies the conception of the environment affects gender roles. For example, female individuals within the Nuer are the “dairy maids” and the males are “herdsmen” (Evans-Pritchard, 1940). Another example is the Yanomamo, they believe that women were “fruit” that dropped to earth for men (Chagnon, 1968). These both show that the conception of environment is linked into the most basic aspects of these societies. 
In conclusion, conceptions of an environment are heavily reliant on the lifestyle of the individuals living within it and also the environment impacts the cosmology of those peoples.
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