
Reading Latin 2E
Intensive Latin 1



Deponent verb forms
1st (threaten) 2nd (promise) 3rd (speak, talk) 3rd/4th (go forward, 

advance)
4th (lie)

1st Minor Polliceor Loquor Progredior Mentior
2nd Minaris

(-re)
Polliceris
(-re)

Loqueris
(-re)

Progrederis (-
re)

Mentiris (-
re)

3rd Minatur Pollicetur Loquitur Progreditur Mentitur
1st Minamur Pollicemur Loquimur Progredimur Mentimur

2nd Minamini Pollicemini Loquimini Progredimini Mentimini

3rd Minantur Pollicentur Loquuntur Progrediuntur Mentiuntur



Deponent verb forms
• These are verbs that are passive in 

form but active in meaning
• The deponent verbs have a specific 

set of person endings
• Stem vowels: 1st = a, 2nd = long e, 

3rd = an i added to the consonant 
stem, 4th = i, 

• For 3rd and ¾ NB: e in 2nd sing, u 
and iu in 3rd plural



Imperative and infinitive
1st 2nd 3rd ¾ 4th

2nd sg Minare Pollicere Loquere Progredere Mentire
2nd pl Minamini Pollicemini Loquimini Progredimini Mentimini

• Note the overlap between the alternative form for indicative 
2nd sg with 2nd sg imperative and 2nd pl imperative with 2nd

pl indicative
• Infinitives: minari, polliceri, loqui, progredi, mentiri



2E: Future indicative deponent
Minari Polliceri Loqui Mentiri Progredi

Minabor Pollicebor Loquar Mentiar Progrediar

Minaberis Polliceberis Loqueris Mentieris Progredieris

Minabitur Pollicebitur Loquetur Mentietur Progredietur

Minabimur Pollicebimur Loquemur Mentiemur Progrediemur

Minabimini Pollicebimini Loquemini Mentiemini Progrediemini

Minabuntur Pollicebuntur Lonquentur Mentientur Progredientur



Principles

• In 1st and 2nd conjugation, a key signal of the 
future is the occurrence of  –b+e/i/u (never a!) 
between stem and personal ending

• In 3rd and 4th conjugation, an ē fulfils the 
same function
– …only in 1st person singular is this a instead
– The length of this ē affects pronunciation…
– …and can sometimes help you tell the difference



Learning Vocab Deponent Verbs up to 2E

• hortor
• minor
• opinor
• precor
• recordor
• polliceor
• adipiscor
• loquor

• adloquor
• obliviscor
• proficiscor
• sequor
• mentior
• adgredior
• egredior
• progredior

• ingredior
• arbitror
• conor
• irascor
• suspicor
• amplexor
• conspicor



Exercises

• Given that we have learned two new 
tenses in quick succession, exercises 
focussed on tense recognition are 
important.

• RL E&G p. 80 no 3; p. 95 no 6 and p. 101 
no 6 are especially useful as revision.



2E: Genitive of value
• You have seen genitive 

to indicate possession:
– Austin’s meal/feast: 
– Cena Augustini

• Genitive can also be 
used to express the 
value of a person or 
thing:
– domina misera mihi mulier 

nihili uidebitur. [on not 
being given any ham]



Genitive of value
RL T&V 2E

• Amphitruo ille homo nihili est! (244)
• That Amphitruo is a worthless man!
• tanti Amphitruo alter erit quanti fungus 

putidus! (252)
• That other Amphitruo shall be worth as much 

| as a rotten mushroom!
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