The Family Rights Group (2024) suggests that a LAC review is a meeting that is held on a regular basis that takes place for every child that is ‘looked after’ in the care system (Family Rights Group, 2024, np) with Coram (2024) further stating that the Childrens Act (1989) has placed a legal duty on local authorities to ‘safeguard and promote the welfare of looked after children’ (Coram, 2024, np). It was evident within the review that this was a repeated process as at the beginning of the meeting points raised within previous meetings were readdressed and the changes made within the school environment were confirmed. Considering the individuals that were present in the meeting, Gomes (2021, p.1) further explores the relevance of multi-agency working when supporting the outcomes for looked after children, suggesting that ‘at risk children and their families will frequently interact with multiple agencies and services’ (Gomes, 2021, p.1). This is supported by research by (Jones, 2022, p.257) evidencing that multi-agency working in children’s services demonstrates positive outcomes for children in care due to the fluidity of the information, and first hand understanding of the practitioners involved with the case. Similar research has been conducted by Uni (2022, p.134) who further evidenced that it is not only beneficial for the child, but also for the practitioners, as it allows cohesion, resulting in faster action should it be required (Uni, 2022, p.134; Mapps, 2013, p.563). Following the meeting, the social worker, who was the main spokesperson for the meeting agreed to uniform the notes made and would email a copy to all at the meeting, demonstrating the cohesive and fluid nature described by Gomes (2021, p.1) and Uni (2022, p.134). Following the observation that the child was particularly fond of the teacher, evidence produced by Ofsted (2008, p.9) focusses on the educational element of looked after children, highlighting the importance of children feeling safe in their learning environment, including the adults that they are in contact with (Crenshaw, 2017; Jones, 2019). Section 20 of the Children and Young Persons Act (2008) requires a designated member of staff at school for pupils looked after by the local authority, and published guidance by the Welsh Government’s Department for Education (2018) suggests that this person(s) should be available to the child as a ‘safe and friendly’ environment should they need it (Department for Education, 2018). Research by Verschueren and Koomen (2012) considers the teacher-child relationships from an attachment perspective, suggesting that attachment theory could be utilised to demonstrate the close bond observed between the teacher and the child. Coined by Bowlby (1969), attachment theory recognises the characterisation that is seen between the child and the teacher within the LAC meeting, suggesting that the child is seeking proximity to a person who has demonstrated kindness, Bowlby (1969) suggests that this is a ‘deep and enduring emotional bond that connects one person to another across time and space’ (Bowlby, 1969, p.73).
