Aspects of the Southwest: Fountains Abbey.

The location of Yorkshire, England encompasses the remains of Fountains Abbey.[footnoteRef:1] The  structure is set amid grounds that have promoted its preservation.[footnoteRef:2] The building is among some of  the few remaining twelfth century Cistercian religious structures that still stand in the present day.[footnoteRef:3] The Abbey was built in 1132.[footnoteRef:4] The abbeys initiation came by way of a  number of monks which came to the region from St Mary’s Abbey in the location of York .[footnoteRef:5]The monks chose to leave this structure in order to create a place where they could pursue a dedicated and simplistic existence far from the extravagance of York.[footnoteRef:6]The monks were subsequently awarded a parcel of ground in order to found their abbey.[footnoteRef:7] The initial buildings at Fountains were constructed out of wood.[footnoteRef:8]  [1: ‘History of Fountains Abbey Yorkshire’, National Trust, < https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>, [Accessed 15/01/2026].]  [2:  Chris Gaffney, Richard Dunn, Mark Newman, Michael Pisz, Dushyant Naresh, Danielle Taylor, and others, ‘On-Site and Understood? Evaluating Meaning in the Interpretation of Geophysical Data at Fountains Abbey’, ArchéoSciences, 49-1.1 (2025), pp. 567–68, < https://doi.org/10.4000/14nud,> [accessed 15/02/2026].]  [3: ‘Studley Royal Park Including the Ruins of Fountains Abbey’, UNESCO World Heritage Centre,< https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/372>, [Accessed 17 March 2026].
   ‘History of Fountains Abbey Yorkshire’, National Trust, < https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal> [Accessed 15/01/2026].]  [4:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey Yorkshire’, National Trust, < https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>,  [Accessed 15/01/2026].]  [5:  Our Media, ‘Fountains Abbey: History’, Opening Times, Parkrun, Walks and Map’, Countryfile.com, (2022), <https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/days-out/fountains-abbey>, [accessed 11/03/2026].]  [6:  Liana Jacob, ‘Fountains Abbey: History of Yorkshire Monastic Ruins Known as One of the Largest and Best Preserved Monasteries in England Where the Secret Garden and the Witcher Were Filmed’, Yorkshire Post, (2025), <https://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/heritage-and-retro/retro/fountains-abbey-history-of-yorkshire-monastic-ruins-known-as-one-of-the-largest-and-best-preserved-monasteries-in-england-where-the-secret-garden-and-the-witcher-were-filmed-4978116>,  [accessed 27/03/ 2026].]  [7:  Our Media, ‘Fountains Abbey: History, Opening Times, Parkrun, Walks and Map’, Countryfile.com, (2022), <https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/days-out/fountains-abbey>, [accessed 11/03/2026].]  [8:  Jarrett. A Lobell, ‘A Tale of Two Abbeys,’ Archaeology, December 2021, pp.26–33, JSTOR, <https://www.jstor.org/stable/27297823>, [Accessed 13/02/2026].] 

The site was incorporated in 1136 by Bernard of Clairvaux to the Cistercian order a few years on.[footnoteRef:9] The incorporation led to the initial wooden buildings gradually replaced with stone constructions.[footnoteRef:10] The initial structure that was built of stone at the abbey was around 1144 and was a church. [footnoteRef:11]The structure at Fountains went on to receive support from the local nobility.[footnoteRef:12] The abbey expanded and gained status as an affluent religious structure.[footnoteRef:13] The abbey possessed substantial number of acres throughout the western region of Yorkshire. Much of its wealth was also based on the trading of wool and lead, two of the Yorkshire Dales’ most abundant resources, by the lay brothers.[footnoteRef:14]The religious structure is also one of the chief Abbeys in the region.[footnoteRef:15] At its height it would have housed over six hundred lay brothers and monks.[footnoteRef:16] These men resided under vows of poverty and silence.[footnoteRef:17] The Lay brothers that were employed by the abbeys holy men were important as manual labourers, giving the monks space to worship.[footnoteRef:18]  [9:  ‘Vetusta Monumenta: Plates 1.9-1.12: The Ruins of Fountains Abbey’, Vetusta Monumenta: Ancient Monuments, a Digital Edition, 2018,<https://scalar.missouri.edu/vm/vol1plates9-12-fountains-abbey>,  [Accessed 12/02/2026].]  [10:  ‘Fountains Abbey (Yorkshire, England)’, Isleofalbion.co.uk, (2026), <https://www.isleofalbion.co.uk/sites/67/fountains_abbey.php>, [accessed 27/03/ 2026].]  [11:  ‘St Mary of Fountains, Fountains Abbey: 01. Church and General Material’, CRSBI, 2026 <https://www.crsbi.ac.uk/view-item?i=2289>,  [accessed 27/03/2026].]  [12:  Dr Deborah Vess, ‘Virtual Tour and Brief History of Fountains Abbey’, Medievalmonasticism.org, 2026 <https://www.medievalmonasticism.org/fountains/foun2.html> [accessed 27/03/2026].]  [13:  Our Media, ‘Fountains Abbey: History, Opening Times, Parkrun, Walks and Map’, Countryfile.com, (2022), <https://www.countryfile.com/go-outdoors/days-out/fountains-abbey>, [accessed 11/03/ 2026].]  [14:  Ben Johnson, ‘Fountains Abbey, North Yorkshire’, Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Fountains-Abbey/>,[Accessed 24/03/2026].]  [15:  Jarrett. A Lobell, ‘A Tale of Two Abbeys’, Archaeology, December 2021,pp. 26–33, JSTOR,<https://www.jstor.org/stable/27297823>, [ Accessed 11/02/2026].
]  [16:  Jarrett. A Lobell, ‘A Tale of Two Abbeys’, Archaeology, December 2021,pp. 26–33, JSTOR, <https://www.jstor.org/stable/27297823,>, [ Accessed 11/02/2026].]  [17:  Glyn Coppack, Fountains Abbey, (Amberley Publishing Limited, 2009).]  [18:  Mark Brown, ‘Archaeologists Find “Missing Link” in History of Fountains Abbey’, Theguardian.com, (2026), https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/oct/25/archaeologists-find-missing-link-history-fountains-abbey?f>, [accessed 11 February 2026].] 

Fountains Abbey and its grounds have had several comprehensive investigations at various periods spanning two centuries.[footnoteRef:19]Each one of them gave an important contribution to the structures function from the time of its construction.[footnoteRef:20]The Layout of Fountains Abbey was found to have been constructed in a shape that followed other similar monasteries that belonged to the Cistercian order.[footnoteRef:21] The abbey was made up of an array of buildings that were designed in a way that allowed both the monks and lay brothers that resided within it to live separately where both could worship without contradicting their rule of solitude.[footnoteRef:22] [19:  R. Gilyard-Beer and Glyn Coppack, ‘VI. Excavations at Fountains Abbey, North Yorkshire, 1979–80: The Early Development of the Monastery’, Archaeologia, 108 (1986), 147–88 <https://doi.org/10.1017/s0261340900011747>, [Accessed 12/02/2026].]  [20:  John Nichols,’(ed),’On the Present State of Fountains Abbey,’ The Gentleman’s Magazine: and Historical Chronicle, (Jan 1736-Dec 1833), London, (Sept 1820), pp210-213.]  [21:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire’, National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>, [Accessed 14//03/2026].]  [22:  Phil Brown, ‘Fountains Abbey Ruins History Architecture West Yorkshire Tourist Attractions Information Good Places to Visit Good Things to Do Images Photographs Pictures’, in, Www.docbrown.info, <https://www.docbrown.info/docspics/westyorkshire/wypage17a.htm>, [Accessed 11/02/2026].] 

From the southwestern aspect of Fountains Abbey there are three sections of the construction which all had distinct functions. The remains of the Nave of the Abbey can be seen from the this point as can the tower and the west wall of the cellarium.[footnoteRef:23] The nave is known to have been constructed within the twelfth century.[footnoteRef:24] This part of the abbey would of contained a roof made of wood and the full construction of the nave took around two decades to construct.[footnoteRef:25] The area contained many bays and columns that could measure up to twenty-three feet in height, some of these would of served as partitions for rooms that would have had different functions.[footnoteRef:26] Access to the nave would of been provided to the abbeys residents via the west side.[footnoteRef:27] The area would also have had windows within it known as a clerestory.[footnoteRef:28]The great west window in the nave was rebuilt in 1494 and it superseded the ones that had previously stood in its place.[footnoteRef:29] There was also a trio of churches within the nave.[footnoteRef:30]One part of the nave was also utilised by the lay brothers that resided within the abbey.[footnoteRef:31]The lay brothers ate, prayed and slept separate to monks as they were not fully converted to the order.[footnoteRef:32]The western range is known to be the biggest construction of its type of twelfth century Europe.[footnoteRef:33] [23:  Munki Boy, ‘Fountains Abbey Ruin’, Landscape Britain,( 2021 ),<https://www.landscapebritain.co.uk/location/fountains-abbey-ruin/>,[accessed 8 February 2026].]  [24:  ‘The main cloistral complex, Fountains and Studley Royal’, in, national Trust Heritage Records Online< https://heritagerecords.nationaltrust.org.uk/HBSMR/MonRecord.aspx?uid=MNA143558>, [Accessed 01/03/2026].]  [25:  ‘St Mary of Fountains, Fountains Abbey: 01. Church and General Material’, CRSBI, (2026) <https://www.crsbi.ac.uk/view-item?i=2289> [accessed 27/03/ 2026].]  [26:  ‘The main cloistral complex, Fountains and Studley Royal’, in, national Trust Heritage Records Online< https://heritagerecords.nationaltrust.org.uk/HBSMR/MonRecord.aspx?uid=MNA143558>, [Accessed 01/03/2026].]  [27:  John Richard Walbran, A Guide to Ripon, Fountains Abbey, Harrogate, Bolton Priory, and Several Places of Interest in Their Vicinity, (Palala Press, 2016). P.106.]  [28:  John Richard Walbran, A Guide to Ripon, Fountains Abbey, Harrogate, Bolton Priory, and Several Places of Interest in Their Vicinity, (Palala Press, 2016). P.106.]  [29:  John Richard Walbran, A Guide to Ripon, Fountains Abbey, Harrogate, Bolton Priory, and Several Places of Interest in Their Vicinity, (Palala Press, 2016). P.106.]  [30:  John Richard Walbran, A Guide to Ripon, Fountains Abbey, Harrogate, Bolton Priory, and Several Places of Interest in Their Vicinity, (Palala Press, 2016). P.106.]  [31:  C H Lawrence, Medieval Monasticism: Forms of Religious Life in Western Europe in the Middle Ages, (New York: Routledge, 2015) p.150.]  [32:  Jan M Ziolkowski, ‘The Juggler of Notre Dame and the Medievalizing of Modernity’, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society Held at Philadelphia for Promoting Useful Knowledge, 164.2, (2020), 118–42 ,p121,<.https://doi.org/10.1353/pro.2020.a915028>,[Accessed 21/02/2026].]  [33:  ‘Lay Brothers’ Range – the Cistercians in Yorkshire’, in, Dhi.ac.uk, (2020 ),<https://www.dhi.ac.uk/blogs/cistercians/fountains-abbey/buildings/lay-brothers-range/>,[accessed 28/02/ 2026].] 

Behind the nave sits the abbey’s vast tower which is known as one of the best structures in the region of England.[footnoteRef:34]The tower stands at nearly fifty five metres high and has lived through the Reformation of King Henry VIII.[footnoteRef:35]The construction of the tower was finalised at approximately 1520.[footnoteRef:36] The towers top section is what can be seen from the Southwest angle and it is known by the title of The Huby tower after the Abbot Huby that constructed it, and who was entitled as abbot at the structure for just over thirty years from 1495.[footnoteRef:37] The four storied tower connects to the northern transept of this significant religious construction.[footnoteRef:38] [34:  ‘Huby’s Tower: Salem Chapel’, Martin Top,’ Martintop.org.uk, 2025, <https://martintop.org.uk/blog/hubys-tower?utm_source=copilot.com>, [accessed 28 February 2026].]  [35: ‘Huby’s Tower : Salem Chape’l, Martin Top,’ Martintop.org.uk, 2025, <https://martintop.org.uk/blog/hubys-tower?utm_source=copilot.com>, [accessed 28/02/2026].]  [36:  Glyn Coppack, The White Monks, (Gloucestershire: Tempus Publishing LTD 1998), p.92.]  [37:    Michael Carter, ‘The Breviary of Abbot Marmaduke Huby: Renaissance Design and Religious Change in Early Sixteenth-Century Yorkshire,’ The Bodleian Library Record, vol.22. Issue 1, (2009), pp.17–34 <https://doi.org/10.3828/blr.2009.22.1.17>, [accessed 12/02/2026].]  [38:  Michael Carter, ‘The Tower of Abbot Marmaduke Huby of Fountains Abbey: Hubris or Piety?’, Yorkshire Archaeological Journal, 82.1 (2010), 269–86,< https://doi.org/10.1179/yaj.2010.82.1.269>, [Accessed 12/02/2026].] 

The Southwestern view of Fountains moves from the tower on to the West wall of the Cellarium which is the largest part of the abbey.[footnoteRef:39] The area would of supported rooms such as offices for the cellarer.[footnoteRef:40] The chief function of the cellarium however would have been as storage for the supplies of the abbey, which included drink and edible produce.[footnoteRef:41] A grand arched hall separated by columns and bays would of made five other rooms.[footnoteRef:42] One wall had operated to support the stairs that led to the church and another room.[footnoteRef:43]One column in the nave had the effect of making a double room,[footnoteRef:44] half of which had an entrance into the church.[footnoteRef:45] The abbeys treasury also sat within the cellarium.[footnoteRef:46]The rooms that were positioned at the southern part of the nave included a stockroom and access area to the outer court.[footnoteRef:47] A further room had a door into a buttery.[footnoteRef:48]Access was also provided in the cellarium to the court and also the cloister.[footnoteRef:49] Other rooms would have included an auditorium, outer parlour and an area for traders to display goods.[footnoteRef:50] A refectory here would have been utilised by lay brothers.[footnoteRef:51] There was also access in the cellarium to allow lay brothers entry into their rooms and infirmary.[footnoteRef:52]   [39:  Stephen Craven, ‘SE2768: Cellarium at Fountains Abbey’, in, Geograph,( 2024), <https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/7886278>,  [accessed 27 February 2026].]  [40:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), P.51, Project Gutenberg, <https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [41:  Alan Marsden, ‘Cellars of Fountains ’, Martintop.org.uk, 2025,< https://www.martintop.org.uk/blog/cellars-fountains>, [accessed 27/03/ 2026].]  [42:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), P.51, Project Gutenberg, <https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [43:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey ,(Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904) P.51<, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html,>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [44:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904) P.51<, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html,>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [45:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [46:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [47:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [48:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [49:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [50:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [51:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].]  [52:  George Hodges, Fountains Abbey, (Ballantyne Press London & Edinburgh, 1904), p.52, Project Gutenberg, <, https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/52581/pg52581-images.html>, [accessed 26/02/2026].] 

Fountains Abbey fell to ruin after the dissolution of the Monasteries.[footnoteRef:53]For a period of time after the dissolution, Fountains was utilised to excavate stone which had the effect of exacerbating its deteriorating condition.[footnoteRef:54] Later years saw the Abbey alongside much of its grounds purchased by Sir Richard Gresham and it remained in the family for many years before being purchased by Sir Stephen Proctor.[footnoteRef:55] The early 17th century saw the later addition of the Fountains Hall mansion there which was constructed by incorporating some of the abbeys building materials.[footnoteRef:56] [53:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey :Yorkshire’, National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>, [Accessed 28/02/2026].]  [54:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey ,Yorkshire’, National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal,>[Accessed 25/03/2026].]  [55:  Ben Johnson, ‘Fountains Abbey, North Yorkshire’, Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Fountains-Abbey/>, [Accessed 21/03/2026].]  [56:  Ben Johnson, ‘Fountains Abbey, North Yorkshire’, Historic UK,< https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryMagazine/DestinationsUK/Fountains-Abbey/>, [Accessed 21/03/2026].] 

After Sir Stephen Proctor the Abbey was then acquired by the Aislabie’s,[footnoteRef:57] who set about integrating it to the Gardens of Studley Royal.[footnoteRef:58] The vista of the ruins were improved by the owner of Studley Royal in order to blend the abbey’s rugged twelfth century history with the softer more modern features of Studley’s refined grounds.[footnoteRef:59] The twentieth century witnessed the final private proprietor of Fountains abbey and also the Studley Royal Gardens before it was obtained in the 1960s by the West Riding local authority, and decades later by the National Trust .[footnoteRef:60] [57:  Sarah Thompson, ‘Recycling Ruins’, Third Text, vol.25.issue 6 (2011), 675–86 <https://doi.org/10.1080/09528822.2011.624342>, [accessed 26/03/2026].]  [58:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey: Yorkshire’, in, National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>, [Accessed 28/02/2026].]  [59:  Sarah Thompson, ‘Recycling Ruins’, Third Text, Vol.25, Issue no.6, (2011), pp.675–86, <https://doi.org/10.1080/09528822.2011.624342>, Taylor and Francis Online ,<http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09528822.2011.624342 >,[Accessed 13/03/2026].]  [60:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire’, National Trust, <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>, [Accessed 22/03/2026].] 

The ruins of this Cistercian abbey have persevered despite the many changes of ownership and through events such as the Industrial Revolution and also two world conflicts.[footnoteRef:61]In 1986 the remains of Fountains Abbey took its place as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.[footnoteRef:62] Today it remains as a symbol of the prosperity, and standing of one religious house of the medieval period in the region of England.[footnoteRef:63] The integration with Studley Royal Gardens has enhanced the experience of visiting the abbey and allowed it to be viewed against well-kept gardens, and as a result the location has attracted visitors for many years.[footnoteRef:64] [61:  ‘History of Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire’, National Trust <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/history-of-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>,[Accessed 22/03/2026]. ]  [62:  ‘Studley Royal: UNESCO World Heritage Site’, National Trust, (2023), <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/world-heritage-site-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal,>,[Accessed 16/03/2026].]  [63:  ‘Studley Royal: UNESCO World Heritage Site’, National Trust, (2023), <https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/yorkshire/fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal-water-garden/world-heritage-site-fountains-abbey-and-studley-royal>,[Accessed 16/03/2026].]  [64:  ‘Green light for National Trust’s £4.6m ‘Studley Revealed’ project’, Museum +Heritage Show,< https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/green-light-for-national-trusts-4-6m-studley-revealed-project/>
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