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St. Crallo’s Church: Style, Form & History
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Context & Historical background

Positioned in the eastern district of Bridgend, Coychurch is home to St. Crallo’s Church, a Grade 1 listed building, known as the Cathedral of the Vale. The village’s Welsh name is derived from this very Church, ‘Llangrallo’, ‘Llan’ meaning church and ‘grallo’ originating from St. Crallo himself, a man whom little is known but which this Church is founded by. 
Crallo is the nephew of St. Illtud, with recordings on him much vaster. Illtud was said to be cousin to the King Arthur and ruled under him. Reasoning behind Coychurch’s location is limited, Crallo was presumably the founder of the church and thus relation to St. Illtud would narrow Coychurch’s founding to be within the 5th century (Earlybritishkingdoms.com, 2025). Thus, it is believed with the creation of the Church, settlers may have been drawn to the site’s religious properties. However, the Church that stands at present was built in the 13th century and reconstructed ‘following the fall of the old tower in 1876’. (Coflein.gov.uk, 2021) 
St. Crallo that stands today is primarily Gothic, it’s Gothic features can be attributed to Welsh architect John Pritchard, who helmed the reconstruction (Ancient and medieval architecture, 2017). Overall, the concourse of these facts heavily implies that the village of Coychurch was built around this very Church which is at the heart.





Plan & section
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As is with the information on the village itself, there is virtually no architectural plans for the building provided to the public aside from the drawing above. Reference to the drawings is made available in government archives but the images are not. (Coflein.gov.uk, 2021)  
Nonetheless, the floor plan provided demonstrates the fundamentals of the ground floor, extracted from ‘The old parish churches of Gwent, Glamorgan & Gower by Salter M.’ the drawing’s date is in question but, can be shaved down to approximately 1991 (Folly Publications, 2023). As can be seen, the entire eastern section composed of the transept and Chancel, is slightly offset, the Chancel being more so, to the east displaying a subtle asymmetry. This can be due to several reasons central to the collapse of the central tower such as stability. Due to the collapse of the tower as aforementioned, the reconstruction process was most likely primarily revolved around building around the damaged or unstable areas as not to compromise the structural integrity of the tower again, most likely shifting to accommodate more sound foundation. 
However, the drawings empathize is on the nave where it is clear the roof is lowered in the complementary isles, it also makes apparent where known new additions have been incorporated, seen most prominent in the south transept. Furthermore, only two entrances are featured, common practice of in a widespread of churches. (bwaugh, 2016)















Materials & light

What remains of St. Crallo’s early life can be traced to the use of roughly coursed rubble to complete its façade. Following the tower collapse, similar coursed rockface stone was utilized (Coflein.gov.uk, 2021). This decision was likely the cause of the stone being the most durable and resistant to weathering readily available in the area. The appearance of the rockface stone additionally gave a fresh sleekness to the newly reconstructed church that roughly coursed rubble cannot provide.
As aforementioned, the church is riddled in Gothic features attributed to John Prichard such as its cinquefoil windows adorning the western entrance and its pointed arched stained-glass windows, the largest ‘topped with trefoils’ (Ancient and medieval architecture, 2017). As is clear with any historic building, a plethora of windows were needed to accommodate for the lack of light, the largest in this case, strategically placed so that emphasise was on the nave and altar.
The inside is not vaulted but moulds its truss roof to appear as though its ‘falling onto octagonal pillars’, 6 octagonal pillars another staple of Gothic architecture (Ancient and medieval architecture, 2017). The interior’s primary focus is on the western ogival window ‘engraved in 1963 by Frank Roper’ depicting Jesus. (Coflein.gov.uk, 2021)
Moreover, St. Crallo church is embellished in quarry tiled floors and the roof consisting mostly of ‘Welsh slate with ashlar coping and gable finials.’ (Coflein.gov.uk, 2021). Sadly, there is no information on the gargoyles seated atop the tower.
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St. Crallo’s use

At present and for as long as history has recorded, St. Crallo’s primary function is a place of worship and offers weekly service every Sunday. (The Ministry Area of Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr
Home, 2024) 
Navigation, as with many churches, is clear-cut. There is a side entrance for common passage and a Gothic portal for various events such as weddings, both of which situated behind the seating and towards the western exteriors. Nonetheless, the focus is upon the Nave which takes up 90% of the usage of St.Crallos with the Chancel taking centre stage on the backdrop. 
Regarding the Transept, all available resources are scarce & can only share that within the ‘northern arm of the transept you can see the 14th-century effigy of the priest.’ Simply, the Transepts are riddles with memorial pieces to those that have worked within and for the church (Ancient and medieval architecture, 2017) 
Overall, you will find little privacy within this church unless you were to ascend the tower or perhaps descend to a chamber, provided it has one, again plans and knowledge of St. Crallo’s is limited to the public.
Ultimately, St. Crallo’s is infallible in fulfilling its use as there is little more for the public to be guided to than seating. 
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Conclusion

To summarize, St. Crallo’s is ‘Ancient’, not so much as the Egyptians but can theoretically be dated back to Arthurian legend. The church has gone under mass reconstruction, so much so that its present façade is in all likelihood distinguishable from its 5th – 13th century counterpart. This amasses an argument, is the present-day St. Crallo’s authentic? Based on the assessment, no. The church may attempt to capture the authenticity but is evidently after the collapse that destroyed much of the church and with belief that St. Crallo himself founded the church over a millennia ago before such events, not authentic.
Nonetheless, If I were to undergo the task again, I would visit the site and attempt to commune to the minister in hope to access archives that may house unbeknownst information such as plans perhaps.
In conclusion, researching St. Crallo has helped me understand and perceive buildings of such age with much more tentative eye as its possible that building may have a rich history. 
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