[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’



Introduction

Throughout this assignment I will be planning a school trip. Sunny Coast Primary School (based in Carmarthen town) will be going on an educational outdoor trip to our local beach, which is Llansteffan. I chose this beach as it can easily be accessed to suit all pupils needs. There are 22 pupils going on this trip in Year 1 who are aged 5 to 6. I aim for this trip to be a memorable way to start a new topic in class “the beach”, starting off by focusing on pirates. This trip will enhance and aid the children’s learning which is essential when starting a new theme. It will also engage them in real life experience, where they are able to develop their skills individually. 

What do we mean by “Learning Environments”? 

Learning that takes place outside the classroom “is about raising achievement through an organised, powerful approach to learning in which direct experience is a prime of importance” (Lotc.org.uk, n.d.). Offering different learning environments will immerse children in progressing their learning further. It allows children to make sense of the world around them by making links to their learning in a real life situation. It delivers memorable, relevant and meaningful experiences for the children, where they can engage in hands on, experiential learning. Considering my own time in school, my strongest memories include times where I have learnt outdoors or gone on a school trip. Therefore exciting outdoor learning will clearly benefit children throughout their learning journey. “Our cognitive, social, emotional and physical health is affected by time spent outside, especially when in natural space” (Robertson, 2014). This is why using green spaces and natural environment’s such as the forest and beach, makes a positive impact on the pupils learning and well-being. Nature provides a multi-sensory and extensive learning opportunities for children, as well offering cross-curricular learning, this makes learning more motivating for learners. Outdoor learning provides social inclusion as it is accessible for all learners, it will even benefit and help pupils with sensory impairments, as they can “mix and match the channels through which they access the material, making learning richer and more varied” (Welsh Government, n.d).

Dewey stated that children benefit and learn best when they interact with the environment through exploring and investigating themselves. He argued that “rather than the child being a passive receipt of knowledge, children were more likely to learn through being active throughout their own learning process” (TeachThought, 2016). Children should be given the opportunity to explore a range of stimulating, visual resources, to encourage their independence as well as working in a team, working at their own pace at their own interest. Children should be given the opportunities in what they want to do and what they want to learn, this will benefit their learning more are they are doing something that they want to do and will enjoy. Although these activities and opportunities will be carefully planned and adult led, the children should still feel like they have the freedom in their learning, to develop a wide range of skills. This balance between child led learning and teacher led learning is extremely important in order to reach the best learning outcome. 


Dewey believed that experiential learning is “where knowledge comes from the impressions made upon us by natural objects” (TeachThought, 2016). This child- initiated experiential learning allows the children to learn through their imagination and problem solving skills. As a teacher we must balance the benefits of outdoor learning and play with risks. All children are naturally curious and have an urge to explore. They need to be given the opportunity to explore the natural world around them which will help “extend their abilities and build their sense of themselves as competent, capable people” (Gill, 2019). Children need to have the chance to take risks. When children are given the freedom to learn through play they often make mistakes and lead to minor accidents which they learn from. Sue Palmer agrees that children must take risks as “all real children’s play involves an element of risk, and the more real play children are allowed the better they become at analysing and managing those risks” (Kindlingplayandtraining.co.uk, 2019). During my trip I will ensure to do a risk assessment which will give me a balanced approach to their learning. 


Aims of Educational Visit 
Educational visits are seen as a powerful tool to improve positive teaching and learning. School trips aim to help enhance the learners personal, social and emotional skills. The stimulation children experience when visiting new environments helps children build upon their social skills improving their overall confidence. “The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC) commissioned a survey through Teacher Voice which found that: 87% of teachers said that LOtC made lessons memorable and 77% agreed that it motivated and enthused young people with regards to their learning” (National Justice Museum, n.d.). Therefore this shows that educational visits and learning outdoors, make a positive difference to a child’s learning and should be embedded into the curriculum. Gibbs firmly believed  that children “learn by doing”. Gibbs (2013) states that “learning through experience and opportunities involves four stages, these four stages follow in a cycle”.

[image: page15image148274640]

The four stages come from Kolb’s experiential learning theory. Experiential learning must involve some sort of independence from the teacher, for the children to reflect on their own experience. Following this school trip I hope that the children will develop their understanding of ESDCG and the importance of caring for our environment. I also aim for the children to build on their prior knowledge and further develop their mathematical skills, problem solving skills and team work skills. 

Choice of location 
Llansteffan beach is only 7 miles from Carmarthen town. This trip would not take long on a bus. It is a beautiful local attractions, where learning can me made rich and stimulating for pupils. This local beach can be used to develop the pupils knowledge and understanding in many areas of learning in the Foundation Phase Curriculum.  There is a large car park for the bus to park. This beach is accessible for all pupils where social inclusion will be met. This inclusive environment caters for all needs and has disabled restrooms as well as other restrooms for the public to use. This was crucial when looking to plan a school trip for children. Although there are no physical disabilities in my class, I would still have to take this into consideration when planning future school trips. There is a castle in Llansteffan with a large green area for the pupils to sit and enjoy their lunch. When taking weather into consideration, research and visiting the area allowed me to explore and check for suitable shelters if the weather took a turn for the worst whilst there. There is a shelter with picnic benches, as well as a café which can accommodate the children if there were showers. However whilst on the trip if the weather got extremely challenging, we would have to arrange for the coach to return us back to the school. However on the morning of the trip, if the weather was unsuitable, the trip would have to be postponed to another day. I would also plan to take two pop up gazebos just as precaution, if the weather got extremely hot for the pupils. Especially for the ones that may not have put sun cream on prior to the trip.  

The curriculum 
See appendix 1, 2, 3 for curriculum coverage in the lesson plans.

APPENDIX 1, 2, 3 LESSON PLANS

The theme 
When choosing a theme it is crucial that it is engaging in order to develop necessary skills in an imaginative, thrilling way. Teaching through a theme requires the application of knowledge and principles to different subjects being taught at the same time, which is known as cross-curricular teaching. Teaching through a theme doesn’t require spending loads of money on resources, instead you could take the pupils to an outdoor area to enable children to use their creativity and imagination. Taking the pupils to Llansteffan beach, relates to the theme “pirates” they will have the opportunity to experience what it’s like to be a pirate, bringing their learning to life. As Sunny Coast Primary School is in Wales,it is necessary for the theme to link in with Curriculum Cymraeg to expand the pupils knowledge of Wales by visiting and gain understanding of their local environments. 



Skills development

Throughout this educational visit to Llansteffan beach, a variety of skills will be developed.  I will aim to develop the pupils physical, intellectual, emotional and social skills. This is known as PIES child development. The pupils physical skills will be developed throughout their trip as they will be walking around the beach to complete various activities. The pupils intellectual skills will be enhanced by using their prior knowledge and understanding to solve challenges, independently and as a team. Their emotional skills will be developed when learning about their natural environment and how recycling can help save the earth. Finally throughout these hands-on learning activities, the children will build upon their social skills through experience with their peers, they will be able to communicate and share ideas about their findings. 



Prior to the visit 

When taking pupils on a school trip a variety of protocols need to be carried out. I will need to contact the local education officer to ensure that Llansteffan beach is a suitable location for a school visit. All staff participating in this trip have a duty under the Health and Safety at Work Act. One duty that the staff have is to ensure that a risk assessment is carried out prior to the trip, to ensure that any risks are minimised. Refer to appendix 4 to see the risk assessment. 
I am aware that many local attractions have  their own risk assessments, however this may not cover everything when taking pupils on a visit. Prior to the visit, I will go on an exploratory visit to ensure that the area is suitable for the pupils. There are other protocols that must take place such as the approval from the Headteacher to ensure that the date is suitable and that we can go on the trip. Once I have received approval, I will then send letters home to parents/guardians. In the letter I will ask for a contribution which will go towards the bus cost. I will also ask for the parents to dress their child in suitable clothing depending on the weather, waterproof coat for a bad day and sun cream and a hat for a sunny day. They will also be asked if they could provide a packed lunch for the pupils, or if they will need one made by the school. Refer to appendix 5 or letter.
 Pupils with free school meals will be notified that they are eligible for a free school packed lunch to take on the trip. If some pupils come to school with unsuitable clothing, then the school can supply this child with suitable clothing as the school has a supply of spare clothes including wellies and spare coats. The parents will need to sign a consent slip 10 days before the visit. On this consent slip the parents will have to write their contact number, in case of an emergency and any medication needed. Once the school has received the consent slips, I will inform the dinner ladies that the class will not be in on the date of the visit, and all pupils with free school meals need a packed lunch. 

Refer to appendix 6 to see bus prices.

	Year 1
	Class size: 22 

	Staff:
· Class teacher
· Class TA, and another TA from a different class.
· 1 to 1 who speaks sign language. She will be placed in the smaller group with the pupil who has ALN. This pupil is deaf so needs a 1 to 1 in order to communicate and complete work. 
	Teacher/child ratio: 1:6

Group Glas: 1:6

Group Coch: 1:6

Group Melen: 1:6

Group Gwyrdd: 1:4 (1 to 1 and pupil with ALN) 

	First aid: The class teacher and the TA from year 3 are qualified first aiders. Before leaving for the school trip, we will ensure that the first aid kit is fully stocked. Any medication will be placed in the first aid box, with their name labelled on it by the parents (etc asthma pumps).



During the visit -
On the morning of the trip, I will ensure that we are prepared and have got everything needed for the trip. We will be leaving the school at 10 after assembly and the schools mile a day, and will arrive at Llansteffan beach at approximately 10.30. When the pupils are on the bus, and every child has their seatbelt on, I will do the register to ensure that everyone is on the bus. The pupils will be split into four groups, 2 groups will be doing the treasure hunt first, whilst the other 2 groups start by litter picking and finding natural objects that the pupils can re-use in an art lesson. These will be mixed ability groups, and all pupils will have the colour of their group, badge on.

During the treasure hunt for Captain Jack’s missing money, the pupils will be developing their thinking skills, literacy skills, maths skills and even ICT skills. They pupils will be given the opportunity to become real life pirates, by wearing pirate accessories provided by the school. They will be using their map skills to find each point starting from 1 until they reach point 7. Refer to appendix 7 to see map.
At each point there will be a shape with a QR code in. The pupils will need to write down on their work sheet what shape they saw, and the amount of money that is shown in the QR code e.g. 1p. They will be given 1 iPad between two pupils, and will use these iPads to find out how much money Captain Jack had lost at each point on the map. The aim of this activity is to find the total amount of money that Captain Jack lost in order to win a treat (cold drink). This stimulating activity aims to engage the pupils through the exciting pirate theme, bringing their learning into their local environment. Refer to appendix 8 with images of each spot in Llansteffan

The other activity will consist of going on an educational walk, litter picking around the beach, finding litter and natural objects that they can re-use to make a pirate ship when they go back to school. The teacher who is in charge of these groups will ensure that the pupils do not go near anything that is sharp and dangerous. They will be given a litter picker each (provided by the school) and a plastic bag between two pupils. The children will be told how important it is to look after their local environment, and will be learning about the consequences when they go back to school. Refer to appendix 9 for a copy of the worksheet.

The pupils will have around 1 hour to finish their first activity, then they will swap activities for their next task. After the pupils have completed both activities, they will be gathered back together and we will walk up to the castle to have lunch. The pupils will be handed out their lunch and will be told that they must dispose of their waste by putting it into a bin bag provided by the teachers. Once the pupils have completed their lunch we will walk back down to the beach and the pupils will have 1 hour free time to play in the park and the beach, before heading back to school. The pupils will walk back to bus safely in pairs. Once the pupils are on the bus I will ensure that all of the pupils have their seatbelts on and ensure that everyone is there by doing the register. 
 
Post Visit (children + correspondence_ -350
Once we arrive back in school the pupils will have 10 minutes to relax before starting the lesson. The pupils will have a 10 minute mindfulness activity. The pupils will watch a video clip on YouTube “The Listening Game, Cosmic Kids Zen Den” (Appendix 10 for copy of youtube video)

To start the lesson after the school trip, we will have a quick group discussion about what we have learnt from today trip. I will then use a PowerPoint to look at the story of the Welsh Pirate “Barti Ddu”, as well looking at what is a pirate and what do they do. Whilst doing this the TA will ensure that the pupils did not collect anything dangerous before starting their art activity (Refer to appendix 11 for PowerPoint).
After the introduction the pupils will be using their collects materials and objects to create either a pirate ship or making an image of Llansteffan beach, using a range of craft materials to choose from. They may use iPad’s throughout this lesson to search for ideas to encourage their imagination.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For the plenary, the pupils will be gathered in a circle on the mat. This will ensure that I can see all the pupils and ensure that they are all engaged. I will use the lollypop stick strategy to ask questions about what we have learnt on today’s trip, and why do we recycle. After prompting this group discussion and looking at everyone’s viewpoints, I will explain to the pupils that littering damages the earth and is not good for our environment. I’ll explain that littering is harmful to animals and this is a reason to why we should recycle and reuse objects (Refer to appendix 3 for lesson plan).


Conclusion -300
Friedrich Froebel, inspired by Pestalozzi, strongly emphasized the significance of outdoor play. He saw children as “active, curious, creative learners. He considered that children learn best through self-activity, rich first-hand experience, problem solving, play and communication” (Tovey, n.d). Different learning environments can have a massive impact on a child’s learning and pupils should be given the opportunity to experience nature in all its aspects. The Welsh Government (2014) states that “educational visits offer an invaluable opportunity to enrich a pupils learning, raise their self-esteem, increase their motivation and appetite for learning and improve their health and well-being”. This shows how important  and beneficial educational visits are for pupils. Children need the opportunity to be independent and are exposed to carefully managed risks, in order to learn and reflect on their finding’s. Engaging children in memorable, rich new experiences will thrive their confidence to grow, making them more competent and resilient. Going on educational trips in their local area will contribute to the pupils development of becoming “ethically informed citizens around Wales and the world” (Welsh Government, 2015). Outdoor learning will ensure that the children develop transferrable skills and knowledge they need in order to participate confidently in society. According to the UNCRC all children have the right to play, therefore children should be given opportunities to explore play outside of the classroom, on an educational trip. 
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