Commentary on the Amatus of Montecassino The History of the Normans
“Amatus of Montecassiono The History of the Normans - Book One
[We find in the first chapter of the History of the Normans that] at the end of France there is a plain filled with woods and fruit trees. In this narrow place lived a great number of very robust and strong people who had previously lived on an island called ‘Nora’. And for this reason they were called ‘Normans’ that is men of ‘Nora’, for ‘man’ in the German language is the equivalent of [the French word] ‘home’. This people had increased to such a number that the fields and orchards were not sufficient for producing the necessities of life for so many.
Therefore, they scattered here and there throughout different parts of the world, that is, in various lands and countries [for different countries are called ‘climes’ according to the diverse disposition of heaven]. Abandoning little in order to acquire much, these people departed, but they did not follow the custom of many who go through the world placing themselves in the service of others; rather, like the ancient warriors, they desired to have all people under their rule and dominion. They took up arms, breaking the bond of peace, and created a great army foot soldiers and horsemen. Now we shall tell you how they scattered throughout the world and made their way.”

This commentary will be focusing on the first section from book one of ‘The History of the Normans’[footnoteRef:1] written by Amatus of Montecassino. Amatus of Montecassino was one of the first historians of the era to record evidence of what happened during the Norman period. During his life, Amatus had been a bishop, before becoming a monk.[footnoteRef:2] This particular book is believed to have been created around 1083, but the only existing version today is a French translation from around 1300.[footnoteRef:3] The commentary will  look into the first section of the book and will break up main sentences which were picked out to extract information, in order to discover what has been understood about the Norman era. [1:  P. N, Dunbar, The History of the Normans by Amatus of Montecassino, (Boydell & Brewer Ltd, 2002).]  [2:  J. Howe, "Amatus of Montecassino: The History of the Normans." The English Historical Review 121.490 (2006): 268-269.]  [3:  A, Vauchez, Encyclopedia of the Middle Ages, (James Clarke & Co, 2002) p. 72.] 

When looking at the extract selected from this book, there are two main paragraphs. The first, introduces the location and the state of the land where the Normans were living at the time, before their eventual expansion around the world, which was necessary due to the lack of sustainable land to produce crops and the necessities to live off. The first paragraph goes onto explain what the Normans were like as a people, and how they eventually came to be called ‘Normans.’ After Amatus explains the physical environment of the end of France where they lived at the time, one of the first pieces of information that is noticeable to the reader is the mention of how the Normans appeared in person. Amatus states that ‘In this narrow place lived a great number of very robust and strong people’,[footnoteRef:4] which validates the common illustrations of Normans typically being seen as ruthless, powerful and determined. This also means that even before the Normans had begun their crusading and fighting, they were already a force to be reckoned with. Amatus goes on to describe how the Normans managed to gain their name. The reason for the men being called Normans happened because before they had moved to the area at the bottom of France, they lived in a place called ‘Nora’ meaning that they were the men whose homeland was Nora, creating the word, Normans.[footnoteRef:5] This is something that is important because it can show people where the Normans name had originated from without thinking that it was a name that happened to be gained after the era. At the end of the first paragraph of this piece, Amatus begins to talk about why the Normans had potentially moved away, he states that the land was ‘not sufficient for producing the necessities of life for so many’.[footnoteRef:6] This could be suggesting that the land that the Normans were previously inhabiting on the end of France, was not up to the standard necessary, or potentially could be too small for a large amount of people trying to live off it, which could also mean that there was a growth in population, hence the movement of the Normans at the time.  [4:  P. N, Dunbar, The History of the Normans by Amatus of Montecassino, (Boydell & Brewer Ltd, 2002).]  [5:  J. D, Whelpley, The American Review: A Whig Journal Of Politics, Literature, Art, And Science, (Alpha Edition: New York, 1848). P.617.]  [6:  P. N, Dunbar, The History of the Normans by Amatus of Montecassino, (Boydell & Brewer Ltd, 2002).] 

The second paragraph from Amatus of Montecassino’s book continues the explanation from the first paragraph, which has more in-depth information about the Normans at this time. He links back to the account of the Normans moving around and states that they ‘scattered here and there throughout different parts of the world’ [footnoteRef:7]. Again, the Normans moving around the world is typically seen as a common understanding through various sources and historians, meaning that by Amatus confirming this information from 1083, it is incredible knowledge that will be used in potential future works by historians. The statement from Amatus talking about the scattering of Normans could mean that they are trying to search to find a place to settle, but at that current period, they had not found this, hence the moving around and everyone being scattered throughout the world searching. Another possible reason for the Normans moving throughout the world, could be that the Normans are presenting themselves as a powerful force like the Romans.[footnoteRef:8] This is also confirmed in David Crouch’s book where he states that people like William Longsword, needed to fight in order to prove themselves and show they are able to defeat people.[footnoteRef:9] One statement from Amatus’ work that particularly stands out is that which says the Normans ‘Abandoning little in order to acquire much’[footnoteRef:10] which means that the Normans, in order to be able to gain substantial amounts and possibly take over land that they wanted and hold it, they would abandon little of the land and items they had previously had, to make the outcome much greater in their favour. Again, they are following the methods used by the Romans as they created castles at regular intervals to hold areas whilst moving their troops forward to take over other areas.[footnoteRef:11] [7:  P. N, Dunbar, The History of the Normans by Amatus of Montecassino, (Boydell & Brewer Ltd, 2002).]  [8:  A. Cloak, P. Tattered, H. Tubb, J. Raines, Perrott, and Portable Antiquities Scheme. ‘Enduring Impact.’ (2011), [online]. Available http://kathybragg.co.uk/2011/05/16/compare-the-conquests-of-britain-by-the-romans-and-the-normans-what-similarities-and-differences-are-visible-archaeologically-and-what-enduring-impact-if-any-did-these-respective-societies-leave/]  [9:  D, Crouch, The Normans: The History of a Dynasty, (Hambledon Continuum: London, 2002), P. 47.]  [10:  P. N, Dunbar, The History of the Normans by Amatus of Montecassino, (Boydell & Brewer Ltd, 2002).]  [11:  A. Cloak, P. Tattered, H. Tubb, J. Raines, Perrott, and Portable Antiquities Scheme. ‘Enduring Impact.’ (2011), [online]. Available http://kathybragg.co.uk/2011/05/16/compare-the-conquests-of-britain-by-the-romans-and-the-normans-what-similarities-and-differences-are-visible-archaeologically-and-what-enduring-impact-if-any-did-these-respective-societies-leave/] 

Near the end of this piece of writing, Amatus begins to describe how the Normans made their way through the land. For instance, Amatus quotes ‘took up arms, breaking the bond of peace and created a great army foot soldiers and horsemen’[footnoteRef:12] which suggests that before the Normans started to storm through the world and fight for what they wanted to achieve, it appears that in place was a state of peace of how people can or cannot invade. When it mentions that they had built a great army of people on foot and horsemen, this shows that even though there used to be non-army approach, this is not what the Normans went after.[footnoteRef:13]  [12:  P. N, Dunbar, The History of the Normans by Amatus of Montecassino, (Boydell & Brewer Ltd, 2002).]  [13:  A. Cloak, P. Tattered, H. Tubb, J. Raines, Perrott, and Portable Antiquities Scheme. ‘Enduring Impact.’ (2011), [online]. Available http://kathybragg.co.uk/2011/05/16/compare-the-conquests-of-britain-by-the-romans-and-the-normans-what-similarities-and-differences-are-visible-archaeologically-and-what-enduring-impact-if-any-did-these-respective-societies-leave/] 

The accounts that have been given throughout this piece of work are fascinating; this is because it truly gives an insight into what the Normans were like at the very beginning. It indicates that the Normans are shown in the way that they have been described for decades, being tough, robust and powerful. It also suggests that to be a Norman was an arduous task because they, in fact, were looking for better places to live and be able to thrive as a population of people on instead of it just being all about power in the beginning. However, this piece of text indicates that the way the Normans would attempt to take over new land and resources was not a peaceful or simple task, on the contrary, they had a very violent and aggressive way of doing this. With this book originally being written in around 1083, the audience for this piece at the time could have been the higher up population that were around, meaning that they were being informed of who the Normans were and why they are moving throughout the world.
In conclusion, the book written by Amatus of Montecassino is an important and engaging piece of writing. It is fascinating that this had been created in the time of which the Normans were around, and it creates a sense of informing people at the time, however, this is clearly still a piece that is investigated regularly and discussed on an account of which is taken from the exact time period. 
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