“Academic literature on the issue of democratic deficit in EU relies on two opposing arguments. The majority argument is that there is democratic deficit in the EU; the minority argument rejects this view” (Azman, 2011).
People who contend that the EU institutions and decision-making procedures lack democracy and are inaccessible to ordinary citizens due to their complexity use the term "democratic deficit." The true democratic weakness in the EU appears to be the lack of European politics. EU citizens do not believe they have an effective way to reject a "government" they do not like or to modify the path of politics and policy in some areas. The broad view of the EU's democratic deficiency was an underlying precondition for the persuasiveness of the successful Brexit campaign's primary messaging in June 2016. (Beetz 2018, 339). There is no deficit in the number of publications on the DDEU. Schmidt said, "more ink has been spilt in recent years over the issue of the democratic deficit in the EU than just about any other problem" (Schmidt, V.A. (2005). Democracy in Europe: The impact of European integration. Perspectives on politics, 3(4), 761-79. The DDEU concept served as a springboard for many variations of the "take back control" phrase, which proved to be the most powerful theme of the Brexit campaign.
Initially, each Community had its own executive body: the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) High Authority (1951) and a Commission for each of the two communities established by the Treaty of Rome in 1957: the EEC and Euratom. Both the executive organisations of the ECSC, EEC, and Euratom, as well as their budgets (the most important of which was the Commission), were merged into a single Commission of the European Communities by the Merger Treaty of 8 April 1965. (1.1.2). When the ECSC Treaty expired 50 years after its inception in 2002, it was decided [2] that the Commission would oversee winding up outstanding operations, maintaining the ECSC's assets, and assuring the funding of research activities in coal and steel-related areas. The Commission is the EU entity with a monopoly on legislative initiative as well as significant executive powers in areas like competition and international commerce. It is the European Union's main executive body, consisting of a college of members made up of one Commissioner from each member state. The Commission is in charge of overseeing the application of Union legislation and Member States' adherence to the Treaties, as well as chairing the EU law implementation committees. New legal instruments, notably implementing and delegated actions, have replaced the previous comitology system. The European Council must take the results of the European elections into account when proposing the candidate for President of the Commission to Parliament, after appropriate consultations (as set out in Declaration 11 on Article 17(6) and (7) TEU as an annex to the Treaty) and acting by a qualified majority. Article 17(7) TEU states that this candidate must be chosen by a majority of the members of Parliament. Based on Member States' suggestions, the Council of the European Union (hereinafter referred to as "the Council") adopts the list of other persons it proposes for appointment as members of the Commission by a qualified majority and in common accord with the President-elect. The President and other members of the Commission, including the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, are nominated by the European Council, which acts with a qualified majority. (www.europarl.europa.eu, n.d.)  The article associated with the European Commission is Article 258 (formerly Article 226 TEC): If the Commission believes a Member State has breached a Treaty commitment, it must issue a reasoned conclusion after giving the State concerned the chance to submit its observations. If the state in question does not comply with the opinion within the time frame set by the Commission, the latter may file a complaint with the European Union's Court of Justice. (Europa.eu, 2019)
At the EU level, the European Parliament is an important arena for political debate and decision-making. Members of the European Parliament are chosen directly by voters in all EU member states to represent citizens' interests in EU law-making and to ensure that other EU institutions operate democratically. (The political groups, 2020). European elections have occurred every five years since the first direct elections in 1979. From the 23rd to the 26th of May 2019, they were held. Each member state elects a certain number of MEPs, ranging from six for smaller countries like Malta, Luxembourg, and Cyprus to ninety-six for Germany, the largest. Following a post-Brexit rearrangement in February 2020, the number of MEPs was cut from 751 to 705. This reduction makes way for new members to join due to potential future EU expansion, while the UK's vacated seats were redistributed to nations that were previously underrepresented. EU treaties specify how seats will be assigned. Countries with greater populations are given more seats, while less populous member states are given more seats per capita due to the idea of "degressive proportionality." National electoral laws and traditions dominate most European Parliament elections; however, the Electoral Act of 1976 establishes some common EU regulations. (How are members of the European Parliament elected? | News | European Parliament, 2019)
The European Council is the EU's supreme political authority and a crucial strategic and crisis-resolution organisation, serving as a forum for EU member states to interact at the highest political levels. The European Council oversees setting the EU's policy agenda and dealing with the most difficult issues it faces. Its sessions are huge showpieces, receiving a lot of media attention and being known for the 'family image,' where prime ministers and presidents make decisions that become significant in EU history. The European Council gives the EU direction and "the necessary momentum for its development," as defined by the Lisbon Treaty. It sets the EU's priorities and dictates the EU's overall political direction. It manages crises and troubleshoots, brokering agreements when national officials are unable to resolve disagreements at a lower level. It also has responsibility in major policy areas such as economic and fiscal cooperation, as well as freedom, security, and justice. It appoints the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the President of the European Central Bank, and its own President, as well as recommending a candidate for the European Commission presidency to the European Parliament. (UK in a changing Europe, n.d.) The 28 Presidents and Prime Ministers of member states, as well as the President of the European Council and the President of the European Commission, are members of the European Council. When international policy is debated, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security is present. Depending on the agenda, the President of the European Central Bank will be present. At the opening of each meeting, the President of the European Parliament expresses the opinions of that body. (UK in a changing Europe, n.d.)
Qualified majority voting (QMV) is a process used by the European Council and the Council of the EU to make decisions that do not require unanimity but go beyond a simple majority of members. Standard and reinforced qualified majorities are the two types of qualified majorities. For the former, decisions are made if at least 55 percent of member states – 15 out of 27 – approve, representing at least 65 percent of the EU's population. For the latter, at least 72 percent of member states must vote yes, representing the same percentage of the EU's population. Abstention counts as a negative vote. The pros of the qualified majority voting include it being a quicker decision-making process, it enables intra-EU coalition, there is no lowest-common denominator, it helps increase the HR/VP influence and it prevents EU foreign policy paralysis. Nevertheless, there are also cons of the qualified majority voting. Cons can include there being a potential weakening of the EU unity, a reduced political leverage of a decision, there being a risk of marginalisation of member states, a risk of discrimination of the smaller members of the Member States and there being a weakened democratic legitimacy of a decision. (Wp.com,2022) (Epthinktank, 2021).
One of the EU's seven institutions is the European Court of Justice (CJEU). The Court of Justice proper and the General Court are the two tribunals of law. It's in charge of the European Union's legal framework. In the EU, the courts ensure that main and secondary EU law are correctly interpreted and applied. They examine the legality of EU institutions' actions and determine whether or not Member States have met their basic and secondary legal duties. When national judges request it, the Court of Justice interprets EU law. (Articles 19 and 252 of the Treaty on the European Union) Each member state has one judge (27). The Court is supported by eight advocates-general, which the Council may augment if the Court so desires. For a three-year renewable term, the justices of the Court of Justice elect a President and Vice-President from among themselves. (Articles 19 and 253 of the Treaty on the European Union) Judges and attorneys general must meet the prerequisites for nomination to the highest judicial posts in their respective countries or be recognised jurisconsults; their independence must be unquestionable. (Europa.eu, 2019). In a case brought by Parliament as part of the legislative procedure on the adoption of health measures to be taken in the aftermath of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, the Court of Justice granted Parliament the right to bring actions to have decisions declared void for the purpose of safeguarding its prerogatives under the legislative procedure as early as 1990. (Europa.eu, 2019). On cases presented before it, the CJEU makes decisions. Interpreting the law (preliminary judgements) - national courts of EU nations are expected to guarantee that EU law is properly applied, although courts in different countries may interpret it differently. A national court can request clarification from the Court if it is unsure about the interpretation or legitimacy of an EU law. The same technique can be used to see if a national law or practise is in line with EU law. (european-union.europa.eu, n.d.)
In the United Kingdom, it has been said that the EU has a democratic deficit. This implies that citizens do not have equal access to decision-making, that they are not adequately represented, and that decisions are not held accountable to the voters. If there is a problem, pro-European solutions include introducing more democracy or even moving to a federal state, whereas anti-European ones include taking powers away from the EU. (Britpolitics,2019) The question of whether the European Union (EU) has a democratic deficit is "overcrowded territory." The discussion is not only broad, but it has grown in tandem with the evolution of Europe's governing system.
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