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Introduction

“Objects give us a special kind of access to the past” (Barrett, 2013).

Humans have been collecting objects for thousands of years. As humanity has evolved collecting has evolved alongside them, people have collected anything from small trinkets and jewellery such as bracelets, broaches and earrings, to large objects such as vehicles, statues and houses. Many of the objects collected over the last 6,000 years have spoils of war; objects taken by the leader of the victorious forces after battles. Those who owned the largest and most expensive collections have always felt the need to display them in a bid to show them off to others; an ego measuring contest if you like. As society continues to look to its past, it has needed somewhere for people to visit to allow them to reconnect to the past. Museums have become an integral part of modern collecting; helping to inform people to understand humanities history and maintain and restoring historical objects. 
The artifact that has been chosen has very little monetary value with it being worth only around £30 and has no sentimental value to the author, the artifact belongs to the authors stepfather Peter Guy who has kindly loaned the artifact to us for the exhibit.

Artefact

The artifact is a small house clock with the main body being around 200mm x 200mm x 50 and made of slate from Llechwedd Slate Mine and a plastic clock which sits in the middle through an 85mm hole that has been drilled through the slate (Hann, 2021).
It stands upright on its edge and has red felt glued to the bottom to make a soft base, the clock has the maker’s label stick on the bottom. The clock was handmade by Roy Williams in the Cricceith Slate Centre around forty years ago. 
It was purchased by his parents during a visit to the slate centre sometime soon after it was made. It has sat in a display cabinet in their living room until their deaths a few years ago after which it was then passed to Mr Guy (Hann, 2021).










Exhibition
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Description automatically generated]The theme for the overall exhibition would be Wales’ relationship with slate, it will show the history of slate usage for over 1,800 years from the Roman era to present day. The exhibition would have various displays to explain the evolution of the relationship throughout its history, it would have historical items that shown
the history of slate mining and personal items that would show daily lives of slate miners. The exhibition will also show and explain slate’s impact on the Welsh population and communities. There would also be interactive digital screens at each display to allow visitors to gain further information about the display and a small information cinema that plays videos for visitors to watch. 
The clock is to be displayed in a glass cabinet that sits against and a wall and sits atop one-metre-high cupboards for storage and upwards facing spotlights, it reaches up to 100mm from the ceiling and has an upper plinth to hide the support fixings and wiring for the downward facing mounted in the cabinet’s head. The cabinet contains glass shelves, this is so visitors can see the underside of the items placed within it. The display will be filled with slate products made over the time, it will be filled with products such as roofing tiles, table place mats, wine bottle holders and various decorative ornaments.

Conclusion

The aim of the exhibition is to provide information about the relationship between slate and the Welsh people needs to invoke a sense of nostalgia. It will also need to help inform visitor of the steps being conducted not only to maintain and restore the items in the exhibit but also the historical environment around Wales.
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