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1. Executive Summary
This reports assesses how a no deal Brexit can influence tourists travelling to and from the UK and Northern Ireland as well as provides politicians and transport planners with an insight into the problems concerning a no deal Brexit and also ways to mitigate them.  Ultimately, a no deal Brexit can be harmless as long as everyone comes together to overcome all difficulties.

2. Introduction
As The United Kingdom is heading for a no deal Brexit, this report is going to investigate on the possible impacts on tourists travelling in and out of The UK and Northern Ireland by air and the Ireland-Northern Ireland border as well as provide feasible solutions to the upcoming challenges.



3. How Can the Aviation Sector Prevent Flights from Being Grounded in the Event of a No Deal Brexit?
3.1 How Will a No Deal Brexit Affect the British Aviation Sector?
The European Union signs the UK up to many aviation agreements that enable British airlines to operate in the other signatories.  However, the UK will not be one of the signatories of the aviation agreements once it leaves the European Union, which means the country will have no right to operate all signatories.  Therefore, British airlines may not be able to fly to and from those countries and vice versa.
3.2 Why are the Current Aviation Regulations Beneficial to the UK?
The European Common Aviation Area (ECAA) allows the UK’s airlines to fly to, from and between 155 destinations (The House of Lords, 2018) or all other 27 European Union member states and 17 countries (The European Parliament, 2018) outside of the European Union, including New Zealand and Australia with little to no restrictions.  These destinations account for around 85% of the UK’s aviation traffic (The Financial Times, 2018).  Other agreements are the EU-USA Open Skies Agreement and the EU-Canada Air Transport Agreement, which allow British airlines to operate in the USA and Canada respectively.  All of these agreements enable airlines from the UK to operate in the countries bounded by the agreements freely and vice versa.
3.3 How Can the UK and Other Countries Affected Avoid flights from Being Grounded?
3.3.1 Joining the European Common Aviation Area
Britain can join the European Common Aviation Area (ECAA). This gives Britain and the other signatory countries’ airlines exactly the same rights as it has before Brexit and is the most convenient solution to stop flights from being grounded.  Because it is very close to the status quo, the aviation industry generally prefers it.  However, being a member of the ECAA inevitably forces the UK to follow the European Aviation Safety Agency’s (EASA) laws and accept the European Court of Justice’s jurisdiction, which many British people, especially Brexiteers, will strongly object to because not only many of them voted to leave the European Union as they did not wish to follow the union’s laws, but they also considered the jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice undermining British sovereignty.  Another problem with this option is that the UK will have no say in the ECAA’s future development and all decisions due to it not being a European Union member.  This will mean the country will have to accept everything it does not satisfy with while paying expensive membership fees.  Therefore, maintaining a member of the ECAA faces a lot of public objection due to political issues even though the aviation industry is in favour of it.  As a result, whether this is a feasible solution depends on striking a balance between politics and the UK aviation industry’s interests.
3.3.2 Signing Separate Agreements with Individual Countries
Negotiating separate agreements with individual countries can also be a possible solution.  This can prevent the UK from suffering from most of the disadvantages of being a member of the ECAA, i.e. following ECAA laws and accepting the jurisdiction of the ECJ (political and sovereignty issues), paying high membership fees, not being able to have a say in ECAA’s decisions or policies as well as unable to move away from things that the UK finds unsatisfactory (e.g. the ECAA is a very bureaucratic organisation).  However, negotiating a trade deal takes 1.5 years on average (Peterson Institute for International Economics, 2016) and the average time needed to get to the implementation stage is 3.5 years (PIIE, 2016).  Although this option is time consuming so it cannot help the UK for the time being, it can be an ideal solution in the long run as it avoids the problems of being a member of the ECAA.  Therefore, the UK should start negotiating aviation deals with other countries as soon as possible so that the deals can replace being a member of the ECAA in the future.
3.3.3 Striking ‘Open Skies’ Styled Agreement with the European Union 
The UK striking an ‘open skies’ styled trade aviation deal with the European Union is also a feasible solution.  This is because there are precedent cases so the European Union and the UK can save negotiation time.  But this option is not perfect.  Apart from having to follow ECSA laws and accepting the ECJ’s jurisdiction, the UK will probably not enjoy the 7th (the right to fly within a foreign country) and the 9th freedom (the right to fly from one foreign country to another, without stopping in the home country), which British budget airlines such as EasyJet and Flybe heavily rely upon.  Not having these freedoms will certainly seriously undermine British budget airlines.  Worse still, the UK may just get a bad deal or even no deal as some European Union airlines are lobbying against having a deal with the UK in bid to reduce market competition (the UK’s aviation industry is one of the largest and most competitive in the world).  As a result, coming up with an ‘open skies’ styled deal may be an option that requires compromises from both the European Union and the UK but there is no harm in trying to come up with something that the two sides can live with.
3.3.4 The UK Can Take the Initiative to Maintain the Status Quo
The UK government has expressed the will to grant all European Union airlines to continue to operate in the UK without restriction, hoping that the European Union will reciprocate since imposing restrictions on flights from the UK and vice versa will be a lose-lose situation and no one will benefit.  However, there is always a chance that the European Union will take advantage of the UK’s good will without reciprocating.  As a result, this can cause a lot of public dismay so UK politicians and aviation industry should proceed with caution.  
	
4. How Can the UK and Irish Governments Minimise the Impacts of a No Deal Brexit on People Driving Across the Northern Ireland-Ireland Border?
4.1 What Can Happen if a No Deal Brexit Takes Place?
4.1.1 A ‘Hard Border’ between the UK and Ireland Will Return
Since the UK and Ireland are in the Common Travel Area, people can travel between the countries with no restrictions.  However, this may no longer be the case if there is a no deal Brexit, which means everyone will have to go through border checks by both of the countries should they wish to go across the border.
4.1.2 Drivers Will Need to Switch to International Driving Licences/ Permits
Drivers can no longer use driving licences from their respective countries.  They will have to change their driving licences to International Driving Licences as the 2 countries will not recognise each other’s licences anymore.
4.2 How Can the UK and Irish Governments Mitigate the Problems?
4.2.1 The UK Government Can Choose Not to Impose Border Checks
The UK government has expressed the desire to not impose any border checks on people getting in and out of Northern Ireland as it hopes the Irish government to follow suit.  Given that the Irish government is also very determined not to have any border checks at the border, they are quite likely to reciprocate, mitigating the problem of a hard border.
4.2.2 Keeping Northern Ireland in the European Union Customs Union
Some from the European Union, Ireland, Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK have suggested to keep Northern Ireland in the European Union Customs Union so that there will be no need for border checks between the UK and Ireland.  However, the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) and many in the UK consider this proposal as treating Northern Ireland differently from the rest of the UK and that not only breaks the country up, but also threatens the integrity of the union.  Although this solution may well be confronted by a lot of objections from many unionists in the UK and the DUP, it is a quick and simple answer to avoiding a hard border.  Therefore, it is worth trying.
4.2.3 Hiring More Customs Officers
The more custom officers available, the quicker they can go through people trying to drive across the border and reduce the chances of traffic congestions.  Hence, this can be an idea worth considering even though it may cost a lot of money.
4.2.3 Employing Technologies to Conduct Border Checks
Some have suggested using technologies to conduct border checks instead of doing it manually as technologies can work at a much quicker speed (saves time and reduce chances for congestions) and avoid physically checking people driving through the border (a hard border).   There has been talks at the European Union about launching a customs check system called Smart Border 2.0 (the UK calls it maximum facilitation).  This proposed system plans to use existing border check technologies from around the world to avoid any manual checks.  The innovative technologies employed at the Norway-Sweden border is something that is often discussed and can be adopted, for instance, custom officials use automated number plate recognition (ANPR) alongside CCTV to monitor and check against an internationally shared database to see whether cars driving pass the border are involved in illegal cross border traffic, terrorism, smuggling, human trafficking and other criminal activities.  Some experts also recommend burying electronic sensors underground or installing micro synthetic aperture radar on drones in the air to detect information on pre-registered vehicles to conduct automatic border checks as the cars drive through the detection zones.  However, there are over 260 roads (The Independent, 2018) between Northern Ireland and Ireland (way more than the whole Eastern European border) and the UK-Irish border stretches over 300 miles or 510 km (The Guardian, 2018).  Not only introducing smart border checks before Brexit is unrealistic due to time constraints, but also the cost of it is extremely high.  Hence, this can only be implemented in long run.
4.2.4 Introducing Online Systems for Drivers to Obtain International Driving Licenses
Should UK drivers wish to get international driving licenses to drive to Ireland via Northern Ireland-Ireland border, they can only go to the post office for one.  Irish drivers who want to drive to Northern Ireland via the border can only apply for their International Driving Licenses through mail.  Both governments should launch online systems for their drivers to get their licenses through the Internet in addition to the existing channels since most people tend to find sorting things out on the Internet is the most convenient.  Therefore, an online system for getting an international driving license is definitely a blessing to everyone.

5. Conclusions
Although a no deal Brexit can seem terrifying because of the uncertainties it involves, Britain can certainly rise above the challenges and become far more successful than the present as not having a deal also brings about plenty great opportunities for change and move away from the status quo for the better.  Therefore, the UK should always positive, united and optimistic when it comes to mitigating all Brexit crisis. 
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