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[bookmark: _Toc4012926]Abstract

This report will discuss the creation of the Cycles to Share database. It will go into detail about the performance tuning including which indexes were chosen and the chosen distributed database solution. It will also cover the fragmentation schema and choices for the distributed database solution.

1. [bookmark: _Toc4012927]Performance Tuning

A performance tuning investigation was carried out into the database, during the investigation it was concluded that secondary indexes could be added on three columns within the database to improve the performance of some commonly used data queries. Secondary indexes are a more efficient way of accessing the records in a table. They only work well when used on a column that infrequently changes as when a column updates, the index must update too. [1]

1.1. [bookmark: _Toc4012928]StationCode Column (Bike table)

The first column thought to be a good choice for a secondary index was ‘Station Code within the ‘Bike’ table. This column was chosen due to the large number of queries that will be carried out on this table.  For example, every time a user searched for a bike within a specific station, the whole bike table will have to be searched. Indexing the station id within the bank table will help it find the bikes for that specific station much more quickly and efficiently.  Whenever a user or worker searched for a bike at any of the stations, a ‘WHERE’ to search for entries at that station and ‘JOIN’ clause is used in the SQL. This index was named ‘IX_Bike_StationCode’ in the database.

1.2. [bookmark: _Toc4012929]RentalNo (RentalBike Table)

The ‘RentalNo’ column within the ‘RentalBike’ table was selected to be used as a secondary index. This column was selected as a query to find a specific rental will often be used. For example, when an employee wants to see the details of a specific bike that had been rented out, or a user checking their rentals. The index was appropriately named ‘IX_RentalBike_RentalNo’.

1.3. [bookmark: _Toc4012930]AccountNo (Rental Table)

The last secondary index to be created used the ‘AccountNo’ column from the ‘Station’ table. This column was a foreign key to the account table, whenever a query would be carried out on this table, it would have to find the corresponding record on the account table. The account table is a big table with many columns, therefore having it indexed will save a lot of search time on the database. This key will often be used in search queries, for example whenever a user wishes to see their current rentals, a query will be run in the database.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Good but I would have liked to see other types of secondary indexes beyond just FKs

2. [bookmark: _Toc4012931]Distributed Database Solution

 A distributed database is where a database is split into multiple parts, as opposed to having the whole database stored on a single, centralised server. This can be an advantage as it can increase the efficiency of queries for the local site. Distributed databases also can increase reliability; if a disaster occurs on one server, the entire database is not lost [2]. Distributed databases usually reflect the geographical distribution of the organisation, meaning the database tables are normally split into sections that reflects the data used at each location. [3]
However, while efficiency can be good, there are always some downsides such as security. Because the data is so spread apart, it’s harder to control. Security on one server could be much worse than others and therefore creates a weak link in the database system. [4]

2.1. [bookmark: _Toc4012932]Fragmentation Schema

2.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc4012933]City / Station / Tariff Tables

Three tables were identified that would not require any sort of fragmentation. These tables were City, Station, and Tariff. These tables did not require any fragmentation due to their small number of reports. Instead, they would be left as is- replicated at all sites. Even with a large amount of expansion, the number of records in these tables would still be a trivial amount, not requiring any fragmentation. Having data replicated can be a big advantage as if it is lost from one site, a copy will still be available at others. [5]	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Good so are you going to replicate or centralise these tables?

2.1.2. [bookmark: _Toc4012934]Bike Table

The Bike table would use horizontal fragmentation on the ‘CityCode’ column; this would split the bike table into groups for each station, this is logical since the bikes in one station are irrelevant to the bikes in another. Since the ‘StationCode’ column is a required field in the ‘Bike’ table, the records will always appear in some fragment; nothing will be missing. Horizontal fragments could look like:	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Good

	B1  StationCode = ‘ST0001’ (Bike)
	B2  StationCode = ‘ST0002’ (Bike)
	B3  StationCode = ‘ST0003’ (Bike) 
	B3  StationCode = ‘ST0004’ (Bike)

The reconstruction of this table would be: (B1  B2  B3  B4)

2.1.3. [bookmark: _Toc4012935]Account Table

Horizontal fragmentation was also chosen for the account table. Fragmentation by city makes sense because it is more likely that a person will be renting bikes in their city rather than others, having the data stored locally will reduce query times significantly. The fragmentations for this table would be:	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but what about the requirement to process all payments at the main head office?

	A1  CityCode = ‘C0001’ (Account)
	A2  StationCode = ‘C0002’ (Account)
	A3  StationCode = ‘C0003’ (Account) 
	A3  StationCode = ‘C0004’ (Account)

The reconstruction of this table would be: (A1  A2  A3  A4)

2.1.4. Rental Table

The rental table was able to be fragmented by using derived horizontal fragmentation. This is because it shares the same foreign key for the Station table as in the Account table. Storing these two together makes sense as they are very closely related in their nature, it will put the rentals for each location with the respected accounts, since they are the most likely to be related. The corresponding data will be stored on the same database site, increasing efficiency ever further from the singular horizontal fragmentation. The fragmentation for this table would be:	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Account No is a better candidate as that is the attribute that relates a Rental to an Account.

	R1 R ⊳ StationCode A1 (A1 is horizontal fragment Station=’C0001’)
	R2 R ⊳ StationCode A2 (A2 is horizontal fragment Station=’C0001’)
	R3 R ⊳ StationCode A3 (A3 is horizontal fragment Station=’C0001’)
	R4 R ⊳ StationCode A4 (A4 is horizontal fragment Station=’C0001’)

The reconstruction of this table would be: (R1  R2  R3  R4)

2.1.5. RentalBike Table
 Vertical fragmentation was chosen for the rental bike table, this is because it could be most effectively separated by the payment charges and the general details. The fragmentation will for this table will be as follows:
	
	RB1  RentalNo, AccountNo, StartDate, EndDate, TariffRate, Status (RentalBike)
	RB2  RentalNo, AccountNo, HireCharge, LostLockCharge, DamagesCharge (RentalBike)

Reconstruction for this table will be: (RB1 ⋈ RB2)	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Okay, but then apply derived fragmentation to RB1 to keep the rented bike information at the same location as the parent Rental record.

2.1.6. Account Subscription Table
The choice with the account subscription table was to fragment it horizontally by the subscription type. The subscription type was one of the only columns in the table that would be commonly shared between records and wouldn’t often change. The fragmentation for this table would be:	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: There is a better fragmentation strategy for this. Either decide not to fragment as it generally contains payment information so keep at main head office or apply a mixed fragmentation strategy.

	AS1  SubscriptionType = ‘Pay as you go’ (AccountSubscription)
	AS2  SubscriptionType = ‘Weekly’ (AccountSubscription)
	AS3  SubscriptionType = ‘Monthly’ (AccountSubscription)
	AS4  SubscriptionType = ‘Annual’ (AccountSubscription)

Reconstruction of this table could be done via: (AS1  AS2  AS3  AS4)

References

[1] 	T. Shay, “Choosing the best indexes for SQL query optimization,” EverSQL, [Online]. Available: https://www.eversql.com/choosing-the-best-indexes-for-mysql-query-optimization/. [Accessed 19 03 2019].
[2] 	A. Raja, “What Is a Distributed Database, and What Are Distributed Data Systems For?,” Atlantic.net, [Online]. Available: https://www.atlantic.net/cloud-hosting/about-distributed-databases-and-distributed-data-systems/. [Accessed 20 03 2019].
[3] 	D. Thakur, “What are the Advantages and Disadvantages of Distributed Database Management System?,” eComputerNotes, [Online]. Available: http://ecomputernotes.com/database-system/adv-database/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-ddbms. [Accessed 20 03 2019].
[4] 	BhavaniThuraisingham, “Multilevel security issues in distributed database management systems,” ScienceDirect, [Online]. Available: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/016740489190093S. [Accessed 2019 03 20].
[5] 	Tutorialspoint, “Distributed DBMS - Design Strategies,” Tutorialspoint, [Online]. Available: https://www.tutorialspoint.com/distributed_dbms/distributed_dbms_design_strategies.htm. [Accessed 18 03 2019].



Page | 7



	
                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	[bookmark: assessmentComponent]Common Assessment Criteria Applied  (Assignment 1)
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackRIL]Good evidence of appropriate reference sources consulted. For additional improvements, expand the range of reference sources consulted. (Grade mark: 70.00%)
	[bookmark: totalRIL]5
	[bookmark: markRIL]3.5

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackKUS]A good range of queries to create sample data for the database has been provided with additional, appropriate queries to test the constraints added to the tables but it is not clear why you commented out the latter as this made your work difficult to mark. Excellent attempt at the transaction with some sample data to test it. (Grade mark: 85.00%)
	[bookmark: totalKUS]20
	[bookmark: markKUS]17

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackANA]Good analysis to determine secondary indexes to create. The chosen indexes are also quite good, see your report for some minor comments. A very good attempt at the distributed design strategy but see your report for additional comments. (Grade mark: 71.67%)
	[bookmark: totalANA]30
	[bookmark: markANA]21.5

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackPAD]An excellent attempt. There are, however, a few things to note. Consider using the standard SQL data type decimal instead of Money for your currency attributes. Also a minor note - some cards have a CVC number with 4 characters. RegionalStation in the station table is just a field to indicate if this is the region's main station office and would probably work best as a BIT field. (Grade mark: 75.00%)
	[bookmark: totalPAD]40
	[bookmark: markPAD]30

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackSPP]The report is well-written and presented. (Grade mark: 80.00%)
	[bookmark: totalSPP]5
	[bookmark: markSPP]4

	
	
	



	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	[bookmark: totalMark]76%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	[bookmark: fourWeeksLate]
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	[bookmark: firstAttempt]
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