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AIM(S)
· To apply anthropological theories and methods to the study of culture, health and illness.
· To develop a detailed appreciation of the key perspectives and current debates in the field of medical anthropology.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate an understanding of the nature of health and illness, and the role of social relations in shaping disease and its treatment;
· demonstrate a clear knowledge and understanding of different cultural beliefs and practices surrounding physical and mental health;
· demonstrate an understanding of anthropological and biocultural methods of investigation and their application to contemporary health issues;
· discuss the different ways (cultural and biological) that humans accommodate and adapt to challenges to their health and the consequences of these.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

Medical anthropology, according to the Society for Medical Anthropology, is ‘a subfield of anthropology that draws upon social, cultural, biological, and linguistic anthropology to better understand those factors which influence health and well being (broadly defined), the experience and distribution of illness, the prevention and treatment of sickness, healing processes, the social relations of therapy management, and the cultural importance and utilization of pluralistic medical systems.’  The module is broadly divided into four parts:

· Understanding health and illness – the contested meanings of health, cultural definitions of health and ill health, health as a universal right, mental health.
· Theories of disease causation – explanatory models, ethnographic explanations, biocultural and ecological models, structural and critical theories.
· Treatment and prevention – ethnomedicine, case studies and cross-cultural examples, ethnography of Western biomedicine, complementary and pluralistic medical systems, medicine and symbolism, structural and radical responses to ill-health.
· Applied medical anthropology – using knowledge, theories and methods of medical anthropology to address real-world health issues.



LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	X	Coursework
	☐	Practical


	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Report 
	1,500 words 
	30%




Assessment Component 2

	     	Written exam
	x	Coursework
	☐	Practical


	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay 
	3,500 words
	70%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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