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Before the death of King Prasutagus, the Iceni tribe in East Anglia had a truce alongside the Roman Empire. When he passed in 60 AD, his will offered that ownership of his properties went half to the Romans (at the time the Roman Emperor Nero) and half to his daughters. It has been suggested that his wife Boudicca was truly the one he intended it to go to, but this cannot be confirmed as there is no certainty whether she was named in his will[footnoteRef:1]. Nonetheless, for a brief but impactful time, Boudicca was placed in charge of the Iceni tribe after her husband passed – and one way or another, Roman soldiers attempted to seize the half they were not owed in the belief that Boudicca, as a woman, would not fight back. [1:  Caitlin Gillespie, ‘Wife, Queen, Roman?’, Boudica: Warrior Woman of Roman Britain, Woman in Antiquity (New York, 2018; online edn, Oxford Academic, 21 June 2018)] 

It cannot be known if she was Iceni by birth or by marriage; next to nothing is known about where she was born or her adolescence, however it can be said for certain that she was not able to take the Roman’s mistreatment against the Iceni tribe passively. In fact, there appears to be little archaeological evidence proving that the Iceni adopted many, if any, Roman habits, in particular of cooking or drinking – this led to imply the revolt that would take place further on. Boudicca’s story can be found earliest in Holinshed’s ‘Chronicles’[footnoteRef:2], and despite the Roman’s distaste towards a female in power, historians have noted that “the account of the Boudican rebellion was much more favourable toward the Britons than to their adversaries, the ostensibly more civilized Romans.”[footnoteRef:3] However, their distaste can still be noted in the works of Livy or Tacitus; “Queens […] are insatiable in their greed and lust for power, and are willing to compromise their morality in order to achieve their arms.”[footnoteRef:4] [2:  P. Kewes, I.W. Archer, and F. Heal (eds), Oxford Handbook to Holinshed’s Chronicles (Oxford, 2013)]  [3:  Martha Vandrei, 'Introduction: Queen Boudica and the Idea of Historical Culture', Queen Boudica and Historical Culture in Britain: An Image of Truth, The Past and Present Book Series (Oxford, 2018; online edn, Oxford Academic, 19 July 2018) ]  [4:  Gillespie, Boudica: Warrior Woman of Roman Britain, Woman in Antiquity] 

Her history is a tribute to the fact that femininity can thrive even under oppressive circumstances – despite these predisposed notions of female leaders, Boudicca successfully led a revolt through Britannica to fight back against the Romans. It is said between Camulodunum, Londinium (modern day London) and Verulamium (modern day St Albans), there was 70,000 killed in all three towns. Although she managed to reclaim these territories for her tribe, the Romans were eager to crush her path of destruction. This was not something she was willing to give them satisfaction for – Tacitus wrote that she exclaimed “Win the battle or perish! That is what I, a woman, intend to do. Let the men live in slavery if they wish!”[footnoteRef:5] She committed herself heavily to this phrase – Roman legionaries destroyed Boudicca’s army, slaughtering an estimate of 80,000 fighters as well as spectators, and once they attempted to take her as slave she instead committed suicide by poison, as she would rather have died alongside her warriors than be taken hostage by the people she was fighting against. Ultimately, this act of sacrifice solidified Boudicca in history as one of the most formidable and fearless women in power. Despite the odds stacked against her, she was endlessly brave and led her army into a battle that, whether she won or not, left her successfully having reclaimed her power. [5:  John Adair, Inspiring Leadership - Learning from Great Leaders (Thorogood Publishing, 2012), page 279] 

In hindsight, great historians have described her as masculine as possible in order to downplay her great victory – “She had uncommon intelligence for a woman […] She was very tall and grim; her gaze was penetrating and her voice was harsh.”[footnoteRef:6], as well as Frenee-Hutchins argument that she was “transformed into ‘a fierce, destructive and unnatural mother’ following the arrival of James I.”[footnoteRef:7] This should not be taken as fact, knowing that Boudicca herself described Romans as the feminine ones, believing they were spoiled and lived in luxury, “While Nero may have the name of ‘man’, she scoffed, ‘he is in fact a woman, and the evidence for this is that he sings and plays the lyre’.”[footnoteRef:8] She did not believe in being oppressed as a woman, and determinedly made herself famous for being a fearless leader who won against all odds, and one who deserves to go down in history as such. Therefore, Boudicca can be marked as a well-deserved historical female leader in the long-running history of the Celts. [6:  Stephen Kershaw, A Brief History of the Roman Empire. (Constable & Robinson, 2013), page 129]  [7:  Vandrei, Queen Boudica and Historical Culture in Britain: An Image of Truth]  [8:  Kershaw, History of the Roman Empire, page 130] 
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