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Dissertation Proposal

I have chosen three keywords which refer to my illustration practice. My keywords are Psychogeography, Travel, and Illustration. As such I will use the keyword psychogeography as my theoretical framework. I will look at the books of Guy Debord (1958) Will Self (2016) Merlin Coverley (2010) and Iain Sinclair (2003). The keyword travel will link with my interests in travelling and sketching and working in my sketchbook. I will use the keyword Illustration to look at the illustrations of artists who produce sketchbooks, illustrated diaries and illustrated travelogues while traveling. I will use the work of artists such as Alena Kudriashova (N.D) Nina Cosford (2014) and Sarah Midda (2008; 2017). 

Travel is a big part of my recent work, when traveling to places the architecture of the chosen location are fascinating and I thought that when you illustrate the buildings I find it has more meaning and I want to talk about if a illustration is less effective than a photograph, I have looked at artists who travel around the world and keep a journal of the places they have visited, such as Alena Kudriashova (N.D), she records everything that happens to her. Kudriashova explains that 'In the modern world where we are overwhelmed by vast amount of information, where snapping a picture became so easy (and so meaningless), that I felt the necessity to create something that will help me remember things that happened to me’ (N.D). So, it is more personal and worthwhile to her as a person, plus when she re-lives her memories by looking at the journal, she can express herself of high quality to other people. 'A sketchbook provides exactly that, keeping record of places, events, people, and even weather and smells. All of it is woven into the lines of every sketch, making it the most secure place for keeping memories' (N.D).This would suggest that Kudriashova feels more connected to the illustrated sketchbook than you would with a photograph, as you can think about each particular object and purpose that happened when traveling to several of places. Moreover when you travel to your destinations you use the emotion that you are feeling in your illustrations, if you found the scenery in front of you humorous, the illustrator may perhaps illustrate the public or the building in a comical way, so you are conveying your emotions into a piece of your artwork.  
[image: ]
This is one of the many illustrated sketchbooks that Alena Kudriashova has created, as you can see her main focus is on the building that is in Paris and then the surrounding area are lined drawings. Kudriashova inspires other people to do what they dreamed of, she says “Whether you travel yourself and would like to have a physical memory of the place you have ones been to, or you dream of going somewhere far and wish to have an everyday reminder to help you head towards this dream, these sketches are for you”(2018). She motivates individuals to do the same if they are passionate about it or even if they want to visit the countries they have always thought of. As well, it is a physical remembrance of where she has been, she treasure them and if she wants to re-experience of all the places she has been to, she has her sketchbooks. Kudriashova also explains that when she sketches her whereabouts it is ‘drawn on locations’ and that her sketchbooks of the places she travels ‘will bring with them the energy of adventure, foreign lands and travel’ (2018). Kudriashova is energetic when it comes to her travel sketchbooks and she wants to pass it on to the public.  Drawn on locations or from my travel sketchbooks they will bring with them the energy of adventure, foreign lands and travel.



When such illustrative work is compared to taking a photograph there are many differences. When you take a photograph of something, you are just trying to get the best picture, with good quality and good lighting, but when you are doing all of that you are not focusing on what is right in front of you, a whole scenery and people do not take it in. Then when you are sketching, you look at every detail that is in front of you and you study the little things around you to create something on to a piece of paper, you express your feelings into what you are creating, brushstrokes or the hardening lines of pencil expresses how you can feel. A study by Mueller and Oppenheimer (2014) published in psychological science says that the researchers 'found that students who took notes no laptops performed worse on conceptual questions that the students who took noted longhand' (2014:1) and that the 'laptop note takers tendency to transcribe lectures verbatim rather than processing information and reframing it in their own words is detrimental to learning' (2014:1). So when illustrators draw and study what is in front of them they are paying more attention to where they are. Further, in our generation, people to tend show their photograph via an electronical device, then many people who see the photograph tend to overlook many things in the photograph, the little things, but whereas in a hand drawn image, people see everything, they look at all the detail you looked at, many of the little things that you seen when it was in front of you, that was important to you. 

The theoretical framework underlying my dissertation will be to read about psychogeography. For this I will read the work of Guy Debord in particular the Theory of the Derive (1958). I will also look at the writings of Will Self (2016) Merlin Coverley (2010) and Iain Sinclair (2003). Reading the psychogeography by Will Self, he speaks about how Peter Ackroyd ‘feels up the bumps of the city and so defines its character and proclivities’ (2016:11) which I find links well with my theory about how illustrative journals is more impactful than a photograph. Researching about Psychogeography, Siobhan Lyons says it ‘is the intersection of psychology and geography. It focuses on our psychological experiences of the city, and reveals or illuminates forgotten, discarded, or marginalised aspects of the urban environment’ (2018) therefore it is about exploring the behaviour impact of urban place. Lyons also describes that ‘because purposeful walking has an agenda, we do not adequately absorb certain aspects of the urban world. This is why the drift is essential to psychogeography; it better connects walkers to the city.’(2018) We need to realise what is around us, to fix the public to the outside world. 

This has led me to the following dissertation questions 
“How do illustrators depict travel?”
“Is all illustrated travelogue less impactful than a photographic record”
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