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Introduction
This community profile is going to be drawing on a wider reading of Ceredigion. A community profile is broad in scope as it covers both needs and resources and the whole range of difficulties which are affecting communities (Hawtin, 2007). 
A community profile can help in many ways for example a youth worker learning and researching about an area which they may be working in. This will benefit the youth worker, the organisations, and the young people and ensure a multi-agency approach. A major role in youth work is sign posting to the appropriate services. Sign posting is difficult if you are unaware of the services that are available. Community profiles can also recognise gaps in provision and areas which need development. This is something that is reenforced by Kate Sapin.
An awareness of community issues and the availability of sources of support for young people can help to identify whether a new activity or group is required. The information is also useful when signposting young people to other services. A needs analysis that compares expressed interests with the accessibility of existing provision can avoid duplication of activities and services (Sapin, 2013).
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Ceredigion 
A coastal country covered with hills, fields
 & 
beautiful scenery
. It covers an area of 696 square miles and has a population of around 75
,992
. According to the census which took place in 2021, the population can be broken down to the following age brackets: 
0-15 years = 10,087
16-44 years = 24,043
45-74 years = 28,906
75+ years = 8,445
Children ages 0-15 make up 15% of Ceredigion’s population. 60% are aged 16-64 and 25% are aged 65+. 
According to the census 11,318 of these residents where students and 2,063 of these were farmers which is the most common occupation. 11 people were boat and ship builders and repairers. There were 676 nurses and 72 people were furniture makers and craft woodworkers
 
(Ceredigion County Council, 2021)
. 
The 
core
 towns of Ceredigion are Lampeter, 
Tregaron
, Aberystwyth, Llandysul
, Aberaeron
 and Cardigan. According to Wikipedia, Aberystwyth is the largest town with a population of 15,935. Cardigan is second with a population of 4,184. Lampeter is third on the list with 
the 
population 
being
 2,970
 
(Wikipedia, 2024)
.
Although Ceredigion covers a relatively large area, the county has one of the smallest populations in Wales. If each person was given a share of the county, they would have about 3 football pitches each
 
(Office for National Statistics, 2021)
.
) (
(Ceredigion County Council, 2024)
)
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Ceredigion Transport 
Ceredigion is a very rural area. 
Which makes it 
difficult to get around without 
transport
. There is a range of buses available in Ceredigion but unfortunately the
 operating hours 
have been cut back and can be unreliabl
e 
especially if you 
have work commitments.
Traws
 Cymru is the bigger bus service that is available. This covers the main road areas and travels around Ceredigion 
if
 it is on a main road for example, it can take you from Carmarthen to Lampeter, Lampeter to Cardigan, Cardigan to Aberystwyth. This bus doesn’t cover rural areas (back roads) which 
discriminates
 
large area
s 
of Ceredigion. 
 
)








[image: A building with a parking lot

Description automatically generated]





 (
(Ceredigion County Council, 2024)
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Education
In Ceredigion, there are 39 primary schools and 7 secondary schools. Out of the 7 secondary schools, 6 of them also have a sixth form. The primary schools are spread through Ceredigion and a few of them are in villages. The secondary schools are in the larger towns of Ceredigion such as Aberystwyth, Lampeter, 
Tregaron
, Cardigan, Aberaeron
 and Llandysul
 
(Ceredigion County Council , 2024)
. 
Ceredigion have 
a number of
 specialist resource centres which are attached to mainstream schools. These centres provide education and support for Special Educational Needs (SEN). Each school has a teacher who is responsible for ensuring that these needs are met. This person is a school Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo). Due to these centres being attached to mainstream schools, Ceredigion has been names one of the most inclusive local authorities in Wales 
(Ceredigion County Council, 2024)
. 
)
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What provisions are available for young people? 
Ceredigion Support and Prevention service
 which has recently changed from Ceredigion Youth Service is a service run by the local authority. It receives its main budget from the local authority but is also funded by the Welsh government. This service covers the whole of Ceredigion and works with young people aged 11-25. This can be school-based youth workers, outreach, youth clubs and holiday programmes. 
They also have a new provision which is the mobile youth van. This provision targets rural areas where there is no youth club or any other provisions for young people. 
Their aim is to provide child, youth and family led approaches to enable children, young people, families, and wider communities to be empowered, to achieve, to develop personally, emotionally, socially and be the best that they can be
 
(Ceredigion County Council , 2023)
.
The depot 
also known as Area 43 is a drop in café based in Cardigan
 on the high street. It is an independent registered charity 
providing
 information, support and training to young people 
who are 
14-15 
years old. They also offer a counselling service
 to those 
who are
 4-30 years old. Area 43 
is
 
an
 
inspiring, safe
,
 fun, 
and in
formative 
environment for young people and their aim is
 
to 
empower
 
young people 
in order for
 them to
 express themselves by engaging with the 
challenges
 that affect them. They try to achieve this by educative, participative practice that enables the young people to develop positive attitudes
, understanding and knowledge
 towards their communities
 
(Coast Web Solutions, 2024)
. 
Ray Ceredigion 
is a charity-based service which provides an after-school youth club twice a week on a Monday & Tuesday for young people aged 11-19 (term time). During the holidays, they provide a youth club for the same days, but it is during the day starting at 9am and finishing at 3:30pm. Their aim is to build confidence, friendships and introduce new skills and interests. They provide a range of activities such as music, creative arts, bushcraft, beach art and cooking
 
(Roberts, 2024)
. 
Young Farmers (Y.F.C) 
is a Welsh Youth Service which is usually in rural areas. It was established in Ceredigion in October 1941 and is still running to this day. The youth club is for young people aged 10-28 years old. There are 19 clubs in Ceredigion which have a total of 500 members. They can offer special opportunities, and experiences for all backgrounds. They have 272 members who are under 16. They have 96 members under the age of 21 and 114 members who are 28 and under
 
(Cambrian Web, 2024)
. 
)
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(Lionie Mason, 2024)
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Employment
Ceredigion is very fortunate to be a part of a service called ‘Careers Wales’. This service provides understanding, skills needed, awareness, opportunities, guidance, coaching, overcome barriers, training. The service works with schools, colleges, communities, employers, and partners to help and encourage young people and adults on the path towards employment. 
According to Careers Wales annual report, over 31,000 young people had access to individual support. 
Over 4,000 direct interaction was provided to pupils with additional learning needs. 63,000 one to one 
interviews
 were delivered. More than 28,000 learners attended interactive group sessions. The Working Wales service reached over 29,000 people which involved more than 4,000 pupils aged 16-18 and over 25,000 adults aged 18+. Nearly 3,000 individuals who faced job layoffs received help 
(Careers Wales, 2022-2023)
. 
)
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