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	NAME: Thomas Griffiths

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236403

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

To what extent has knife crime increased/decreased in WALES and England in the last decade and to what extent have the police been able to mitigate it?

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen to pick this topic regarding my dissertation as I have had interest in this topic for many years before joining the police and also throughout the start of my policing carer. The reason why I think this is a worthy topic for my dissertation is due the publicity, research and understanding of knife crime within ENGLAND and WALES. Knife crime within these countries is linked to different organised crime gangs and also interlinked to gang culture but also the culture within these parts. There is worrying information to suggest that knife crime is still on the increase and the mitigating factors that the police have tried to implement have sometimes been affective and other times have been ineffective. 

The concept of trying to curb knife crime is multi-dimensional. The education is essential for preventing, violence, harm and death among people. The traditional methods I would state are raising awareness via social media and news outlets, providing education in schools to young persons of the impact of knife crime, police stop and search when they have the grounds to search a person after receiving intelligence. While these have worked and the punishment for persons involved in knife crime has increased, there are still issues within these tactics and there are arguments that I have seen which are doubting these mitigating factors and If they are really making an effect on decreasing knife crime. 

The truth of the matter is we can never fully say yes if a strategy is working or will work. However most forces will stick to the acronym EMMIE, this stands for EFFECTS, MECHANISM, MODERATORS, IMPLEMENTATION, ECONOMICS. This is shown that it will improve the polices decision. (Johnson, Tilley and Bowers, 2015)





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I will aim to use questionnaires, online articles, books, and websites. The questionnaire will be sent to the public along with officers which will target the 4/5 points below. 

1.	I will critically evaluate the effectiveness and ineffectiveness strategies that UK forces are implementing to talk knife crime. 
2.	Look at how gang violence has an impact on knife crime within the UK
3.	To discuss and evaluate with local police officers the mitigating factors they are using with the local area
4.	To analyse statistics in order to compare the differences in different ethnic groups.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are key literature outlets and sources that I have seen and that have assisted throughout my research phase. One website that I have looked at is (Shaw, D. (2019) this shows me how knife crime in England and Wales have increased and decreased. It also shows the hospital omissions due to knife crime and the crimes that are committed. This shows a great understanding due to graphs, research and diagrams which has helped me understand and will be great to utilise through my research. Another source that I have found is (Roberts, R. (2020) this shows me more stats and figures however also shows how different areas on the UK are tackling knife crime and how other parts can implement this. 

The reason for knife crime within the Wales and England will come down to many factors, these are lack of funding in the police force, social media, gang culture and county lines. These are just a few. The website that has an understanding of this is, (Harding, S. (2021). 
On this it shows that social media has been an accelerant in recent years which has then contributed to either more persons carrying weapons, persons showing off what knife crime can do. In 2020 gang crime was the leading factor to over 40,000 knife crime incidents across England and Wales, which is a huge number. 

There has been a clear research and understanding about how police forces are trying to tackle knife crime and hopefully decrease this over time. There are many short mitigating factors which has seen a sudden drop in knife crime incidents such as knife sweeps or set ups where persons can hand in knifes. There has also been implements such as stop and search this has had both a positive and negative effect due to some persons arguing against this and this will then cause a divide in the community if that police officer/force cannot fully explain why they have searched that person. 

One huge gap in my research that I have identified is “Gap prevention” this is due to most offenders being aged between 18-25 and no implements to negate this. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will use questionaries as my active research, I will create this which will be specific to my project, it will include my research objectives that will be documented above. The questions that I will produce will hopefully give the persons completing to answer honestly and openly. 

I will try to ensure that my questionnaire is not biased, I will create the questionnaire electronically so that it can be distributed to all persons. This will then be completed in the persons on time and freely without other persons present. They can then submit this and the results will be sent back to myself. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Within my sampling framework I will look to ask members of the public, police officer from around the GWENT force. I will aim to gather between 20-30 participants and gather their results. These number of persons will allow a great range of opinions and views, this will hopefully then be a true and accurate representation. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The questionnaire that I will be completing will be if the person is willing to complete it, they will not be forced into completing the questionnaire. I will also create a box where by if the person completing the questionnaire would like to stop and withdraw from the questionnaire, this will be at any stage they will be able to press this box and finish the questionnaire. 
Participants will be able to complete the questionnaire in their own time and on the own accord. I will ensure that my questionnaire will not affect the participants work life/commitments or their home lives. 

As I have stated above, I will send my questionnaire electronically via email. This will ensure that the confidentially of all participants. I will ensure that there will be no name required on the document and that I will not know who has responded. Lastly I will included all the Reponses in my project however will ensure that no direct answers are used. 

Due to the topic I have chosen, I am not expecting that all of my participants will be affected by my questions due to this being a huge topic within policing. However if any questions are raised to myself or other persons. I will create a system where by I can remove the question/questions and replace these.

	TIME SCALE:
For my research I need to adhere to the following time scales: 

Literature review – Due date of 5th May 2025 

Research and Data gathering– Due date of 16th June 2025 

Analysis of data – Due date of 4th August 2025 

Write up collected data – Due date of 8th September 2025. 

Final draft submission – Due date of 6th October 2025
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