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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Safeguarding children is a duty of the local authority (LA). The LA legally have to ensure they promote a child’s wellbeing and safety as well as promoting them to be raised in their families, which is central to the Children’s Act 1989, s. 17 (MacAlister, 2022). This also draws a connection to the United Nations Convention Rights of the Child (Article 9) as the child has a right to family and this is the focus of the LA. However, working within child protection is complex and involves balancing the child’s needs and assessing risk/ how to reduce these risks whilst safeguarding the child (Milner et al. 2015). 

Under the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014), (SSWBA) (Part 3, S. 21) a social worker has a duty to assess if a child is in need of care and support. This specifically focuses on a Social Worker undertaking a holistic initial assessment of the child and parents to identify concerns. Where a child has been reported, the LA must make enquiries to enable them to decide whether they should take any action to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare under section 47 of the Children Act (1989).

The SSSWBA (2014) repeals the terminology of Children Act 1989 s. 17 ‘a child in need’ and introduces ‘a child at risk’ part 7, s. 130. The SSWBA (2014) defines ‘a child at risk’ as a child who is a) experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and b) has needs for care and support. There is also a legal duty under S. 130 (3) of SSWBA (2014) for the local authority to inform relevant partners about a child who is at risk, with the focus being on bringing up the child in their family in so far as doing so is consistent with the wellbeing of the child. 

However, Part 4, s 37 of SSWBA (2014) also places a duty on the practitioner to meet the eligible needs of the child, which could be met by working in partnership with family. Following this, if safeguarding concerns are still identified, a strategy discussion/ meeting is undertaken to outline the concerns and decide whether to proceed with CA 1989 s. 47. Working collaboratively with other professionals has also been a focus for safeguarding enquiries to promote a holistic approach to safeguard the child (SSWBA 2014, part 9). 

Following s. 47 enquiries and agreement that a Child Protection Conference is required, there is a time scale of 15 working days to determine what is required to safeguard a child from analysing initial and core assessments focusing on child and family strengths as outlined in ‘Working together under the Children Act 2004 (Laird, 2010).  

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) replaced the All Wales Child Protection Procedures and link to the CA (1989) to inform how the practitioner must make a professional judgement on appropriate intervention to safeguard a child. The National Independent Safeguarding Board were created under the SSWBA (2014), this set up six regional safeguarding boards, which provide support, information, reports and advice on how safeguarding children and adults is carried out (Welsh Government, 2022). This also supports to focus on meaningful outcomes to safeguard the child to ensure person centred practice.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA, 2014) changed adults and children’s services compared to the Care Act (2014), which focused solely on adults. The definition of an adult at risk is ‘an adult at risk of abuse or neglect – who has care and support needs- where those care and support needs stop them from taking action to stop the abuse. There are differences between defining an adult at risk and a child at risk as a child at risk is defined ‘as experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; and who has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs). The SSWBA (2014) recognises safeguarding as part of our wellbeing.

The Mental Capacity Act (MCA, 2005) informs us that practitioners should not doubt an adults mental capacity to make decisions, unless evidence suggests otherwise and these decisions are time and decision specific. If an adult is assessed as lacking mental capacity to make an informed decision then the adult is subject to a Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) as an individual would be deprived of their liberty to leave, to safeguard them. Adults can have Lasting Power of Attorneys (LPA) in place for either or both financial and health decisions. This results in who ever is named being able to make decisions in that individuals best interest, this can at times go against the individuals wishes. If there is no LPA in place for health then the social worker has the legal duty to make the decision in the individual’s best interest (Barcham & Bogg, 2019). 

The MCA (2005) focuses on adults, however, the code of practice (2007) specifies that the MCA (2005) does apply to 16- 17 year olds as well who have been assessed as lacking mental capacity. Parents have parental responsibility to make decisions on behalf of their children and safeguard them, however with Gillick competency and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (2006) a child has the right to express their wishes and practitioners can assess if a child has the maturity to make an informed decision, although primarily used in health services this is at times used in social services (Race & O’Keefe, 2017). 

Ultimately, safeguarding an adult at risk is limited as if the individual has mental capacity as they can make their own informed decisions. This is a significant difference when safeguarding children as although it is vitally important to ensure the child’s wishes are listened to, under legislation they are considered to lack understanding to make an informed decision about their safety. From this, the local authority has a legal duty to safeguard the child. Children’s services are more intrusive in the work and information they gather into children’s and family’s lives to ensure they safeguard the child.
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