Domestic Women

Consider the expectations faced by women within the home.
Some questions to guide you:
· What were the statuses of wives and mothers in medieval society?
· Did expectations differ for women of various social statuses?
· What problems did women face within the home? 
· Could a woman challenge contemporary expectations, and in what ways?
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'Women at Home' and 'Marriage'  documents in the Internet Medieval Sourcebook at: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook1v.asp
St Augustine on 'Marriage and Concupiscence', in the Internet Medieval Sourcebook: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/aug-marr.asp
St. Jerome on Marriage and Virginity, from Letter XXII to Eustochium and from the treatise Against Jovinian, in the Internet Medieval Sourcebook: http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/jerome-marriage.asp
Christine de Pizan, The Treasures of the City Ladies, or, The Book of the Three Virtues [from Women Writers of the Middle Ages/Millersville]:
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- On 'Of the wives of artisans and how they ought to conduct themsleves':  http://web.archive.org/web/20001030182510/http://www.millersv.edu/~english/homepage/duncan/medfem/pizan3.html

Extracts from The Book of Margarey Kempe, from luminarium.org, including:
- 'The Birth of Her First Child and Her First Vision'
- 'Her Pride and Attempts to Start a Business'
- 'Margery and her Husband Reach a Settlement'
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